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1. Introduction 

This report aims to identify how CleanEarth (CE) completed Pre-Application Consultation as 

part of the planning application for the increase in height of the permitted 130m Rush Wall 

Turbine, by 20m, to 150m at land at Rush Wall Lane, Newport, NP26 3DX. 

As the total development area comprises of more than 1 hectare of land, it is classified as a 

major development and therefore pre-application public consultation is required in Wales1. As 

standard practice, CE always undertake public consultation, even in cases where it is not a 

statutory requirement. This is done as CE feel it is important to meet members of the 

community and stakeholders that may be impacted by any development, before submitting any 

application. This enables all stakeholders to be informed about the proposal throughout the 

pre-planning process, and gives them an opportunity to ask questions or seek further clarity 

about any aspects of the prospective development.  

The consultation approach is in line with Part 1A of The Town and Country Planning (2016) 

Order1, and was informed by the Welsh Government’s pre-application consultation guidance 

(2017) 2.  

Means of consultation for this application included; 

1. Holding a public consultation event on Thursday 17th October 2019 at The Golden Lion, 

The Square, Magor, Caldicot, NP26 3HY. The location was chosen due to Magor’s 

proximity to the development. The aims of the public consultation were: 

• To provide members of the community with information about the proposed tip height 

increase of the turbine. 

• To measure support and opposition to this proposed turbine height increase. 

• To hear the local community’s suggestions on how the proposal could be improved.  

 

2. The creation of a dedicated website page3, with all relevant planning documents 

available to view.  

                                                           
1 The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) (Amendment) Order 2016. 
2 Pre-application Community Consultation: Best Practice Guidance for Developers (2017). Available at: 
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-09/pre-application-community-consultation.pdf (Accessed 
2nd October 2019). 
3 Rush Wall Lane Turbine Height Increase Dedicated Web Page 
https://cleanearthenergy.com/projects/rushwallproject/ 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-09/pre-application-community-consultation.pdf
https://cleanearthenergy.com/projects/rushwallproject/
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3. The creation of a dedicated email address4, to ensure local people had the appropriate 

platforms in which they could raise their concerns, whilst also ensuring all questions and 

queries could be heard and consequently addressed by CE. 

4. Site notices were displayed on site for the required 28-day window between the 10th 

October and 7th November. Specialist consultee letters were also sent to the following 

consultees; 

• Natural Resources Wales 

• Welsh Ministers 

• Redwick Community Council 

• Newport Highways Division 

• The Local Planning Authority (Newport City Council) 

• Cllr Kellaway (Local Councillor for Llanwern)  

• The landowner of the Development Site (Rush Wall Farm) and the landowner of 

the adjacent farm where access will be gained (North Court Farm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Dedicated Email Address RushWallProject@CleanEarthEnergy.com  

mailto:RushWallProject@CleanEarthEnergy.com
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2. Proposed Development 

The proposed application at Rush Wall, consists of: 

‘A proposed tip height increase of the permitted 130m single wind turbine 

development, by 20m, from 130m to 150m.’ 

The site is located in an open agricultural field, within the industrial area of Newport. The 

proposed turbine is centred on National Grid Reference ST 41283 86111 at an elevation of 

approximately 4.6m AOD (Above Ordnance Datum).  

 

The originally permitted turbine site location is within close proximity of three operational 

turbines and has been sited and designed to be a single addition, with the closest operational 

turbine located approximately 780m away. The location for this application is the same, and 

would be in place of the consented 130m.  

 

The closest dwellings to the turbine site are the properties lying to the south of Llandevenny, 

660m North of the proposed site, there is also an A road that lies between the turbine location 

and these properties.  

 

The location of the proposed turbine has been selected to minimise all negative impacts on the 

locality; situating it as far from residential properties as possible and locating and scaling it so 

that the proposal appears similar to the consented turbine, and the surrounding operational 

wind turbines around the site. Furthermore, it should be noted that the proposal is for a fixed 

term of 30 years, at the end of which the development will be removed and the land reinstated 

back to its original condition. 
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3. The Consultation Process 

3.1 Public Consultation Event 

The primary means of consultation took the form of an open public consultation event held on 

Thursday 17th October 2019, between 3:30-6:30pm at The Golden Lion, The Square, Magor, 

Caldicot NP26 3HY. 

 

Public notices with information for the public consultation event were placed on the gate of 

the development site, and an advertisement was put in the South Wales Argus, in print and 

online, on Wednesday 9th October. Proofs of the advertisements are shown in Appendix A and 

the Site/Public Notices are shown in Appendix E and F. 

To ensure local residents were aware of the public consultation event, 10 days prior, on Monday 

7th October, CE sent 342 invitations to the event to all properties within 1.5km of the site, an 

equivalent distance of 10x the proposed tip height of the turbine.  

 

Email invitations were also sent to all the specialist consultees, including the Local Planning 

Authority (Newport City Council), the local councillor for Llanwern (Cllr Kellaway), and the 

local Community Council (Redwick Community Council).  

 

As a final means of advertisement, a project web page was also launched on CE’s live projects 

website, displaying relevant information on public consultation events.  

 

The aim of the consultation was for CE to communicate the proposed development to members 

of the local community and provide them with an opportunity to discuss views, opinions and 

concerns. Members of the public were also encouraged to register their attendance on a ‘sign-

in form’ on entrance to the event (Appendix C) and complete a ‘questionnaire’ on exit 

(Appendix D). 

 

The exhibition itself included over 20 display panels as well as full planning documents laid out 

on tables which provided detailed information on the proposal as follows: 

• proposed turbine location plan, and location relative to the existing wind turbines in the 

Newport area. 

• proposed site layout plan; 

• turbine elevation plan; 
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• proposal details; 

• photomontages of the proposed turbine; 

• zone of theoretical visibility maps for the proposal; 

• draft technical documents to be submitted with the planning application, including 

assessments for landscape, heritage, ecology, shadow flicker, and noise; 

• governing global, EU, Scottish and Local Policy supporting this proposal; and 

• the key criteria to satisfy in the planning process  

 

Figure 1: Public Consultation Display  
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Figure 2: Public Consultation Display  
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Figure 3: Public Consultation Display  

  
Figure 4: Public Consultation Display  
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Figure 5: Public Consultation Display  

 

Figure 6: Public Consultation Display board 
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Figure 7. Public consultation Display 

 

Figure 8. Ecological reports 
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Figure 9. Environmental statements and supporting documents 

 

Figure 10. ZTV report and documents 
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Figure 11. CE Staff presenting at the Public Consultation  

 

3.1.1 Outcomes of the Consultation Event 
 

Attendance 

Twelve people in total attended, with eleven signing the attendance form at the Public 

Consultation; all attendees were residents from the local area. 

 

The proposal received an overwhelmingly positive response, with 7 supports, and just 1 

objection. Supporters noted that the difference between the permitted turbine and newly 

proposed, slightly taller turbine, were, in the most part inconsequential, with many not noticing 

the difference. To come to this conclusion, attendees were directed towards the 

photomontages on display illustrating the differences. The consultees noted that the turbine 

will be located at a reasonable distance from residential properties and scaled and located such 

that it will appear in the context of the existing wind developments and pylons in the area. 
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Furthermore, it was noted that there is a need to do more to transition to a low carbon economy 

and wind turbines are a suitable way of achieving this. The additional potential carbon savings 

of the slightly larger scheme was also pointed out and considered by attendees to be a reason 

behind their support.  

Questionnaires 

Questionnaires were designed to monitor attitudes towards the proposal and to give members 

of the community the ability to raise concerns and voice their opinions on the project. The 

completed questionnaires can be seen in Appendix D. As well as talking to people and 

answering questions directly, the questionnaires provide an additional channel for people to 

express their opinions and raise extra concerns after the event should they wish. 

 

All attendees were encouraged to fill out a questionnaire; in total, nine forms were completed 

and returned during the event.  

 

Of the forms completed, 78% of respondents stated that they are familiar with the targets set 

by the government for generation of renewable energy in order to decrease carbon emissions. 

78% of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed with the use of wind energy to achieve 

these carbon reduction targets. In total, 78% of respondents supported the proposal so it can 

therefore be said that the majority of respondents have no concerns about the proposal.   

3.1.2 Addressing Concerns 

 

Landscape Impact & Capacity 

At the public consultation event, attendees were directed towards the photomontages on 

display and the Zones of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) to show them how the turbine will look 

from different viewpoints. 

 

One respondent raised issues with the location of the turbine, as it will be visible from their 

house over 1.5km away from the development. It was explained that the development has been 

placed in an area with existing turbines, as to not create a new visual impact and extend the 

turbine landscape already present. It was reiterated that a 130m turbine in this location had 

been consented, and that this turbine had been specifically sited and designed to look like a 

single turbine addition to the three existing wind developments to minimise any additional 
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visual and landscape impacts. Furthermore, it was noted that, through use of the comparative 

photomontage showing the difference between the approved 130m, and proposed 150m 

turbine, the difference between these turbines would be minimal. No objection was 

subsequently listed by the respondent in their questionnaire.  

 

Attendees were also directed to the draft Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) on 

display, which concludes that the extent of landscape and visual impact attributable to the 

proposed turbines is limited owing to careful site selection and the design process; as such, it 

is considered that the site and the surrounding landscape have the capacity to accommodate 

the proposed turbine height increase. Attention was also paid to the comparative ZTV showing 

the theoretical visibility of the proposed 150m turbine compared to the permitted 130m 

turbine. The noted limited additional theoretical visibility was considered to be very positive. 

 

It was also emphasised that renewable energy deployment, especially onshore wind, plays a 

crucial role in delivering Wales and England climate change goals. It is therefore recognised 

through national and local policy that more action needs to be taken to address climate change, 

and there is therefore still a need for renewable energy to be deployed in appropriate locations, 

such as this. The increase in renewable generation as a result of the increased tip height was 

received very positively.  

3.2 Specialist Consultee Responses 

 

Correspondence and notices of development, through postal letters and emails, were sent out 

to all specialist consultees, in line with Part 1A, Section 2D and Schedule 1C, Article 2D, of The 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) (Amendment) Order 

2016, on 10th October, with the consultation period extending to the 7th November. This notice 

can be found in Appendix F. A summary of the responses are listed below.  

Natural Resources Wales  

NRW expressed concerns over the development. These concerns were taken in and responded 

to promptly. This correspondence has been attached in Appendix B.  

Welsh Ministers 

No concerns or objections were raised. 
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Redwick Community Council  

Following issuance of the speciality consultation notices, CE sought to meet Redwick 

Community Council on site to discuss the proposal in detail and ensure any queries or concerns 

could be raised. Following a productive site meeting on 29th October, the proposal was raised 

in the Community Council meeting on 7th November. Following this, Redwick CC made no 

comment regarding concerns or objections.  

Newport Highways Division 

No comments were made regarding the proposal. 

The Local Planning Authority (Newport City Council) 

Confirmation of receipt was received but no comments were made regarding the proposal. 

Cllr Kellaway (Local Councillor for Llanwern)  

No comments were made regarding the proposal. 

Landowner of the Development Site (Rush Wall Farm) and the landowner of the adjacent 

farm where access will be gained through (North Cou rt Farm) 

The landowner for North Court Farm, Caldicot, NP26 3DX, attended the consultation and 

registered his support for the project. Whilst the landowner for land at Rush Wall, Caldicot, 

NP26 3DX, did not attend the consultation, he expressed his support for the project.  

3.3 Site Notices 

Site Notices were displayed at the entrance to the site between 10th October and 7th November. 

These were produced and displayed in line with Town and Country Planning (Development 

Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016, Part 1A, Section 2C and Schedule 1, Article 2C. 

These identified where documents for the development could be found and where public 

internet services, should the viewer not have access to these, could be located to view the 

planning documents. The site notice was placed in a position that was both accessible to the 

public and nearby the development area. An example of this site notice can be found in 

Appendix E.     
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4.  Conclusions 

 

Every effort was made to notify members of the community and consultees about the public 

consultation event on the 17th October 2019 and the consultation period. CE invited all residents 

within 1.5km of the proposed site location, the equivalent of 10x the proposed tip height, and 

all specialist consultees to the event, and arranged for advertisements in the South Wales Argus 

newspaper eight days prior to the event as shown in Appendix A. In total, twelve people 

attended the event, nine of which completed questionnaires.  

 

The proposal received a generally positive response from attendees. In total, 78% of 

respondents supported the proposal and one stated they were neutral to the proposal. It can 

therefore be said the majority of respondents have no concerns about the proposal. 78% of 

respondents agreed with the use of wind renewable energy to support government targets, such 

as in this proposal. 

 

Site notices were displayed for the required time period and all specialist consultees were 

notified in line with the Town and Country Planning Order (2016), Part 1A Section 2C. The 

notices can be found in Appendix E and F. Members of the Redwick Community Council met 

CE on site to discuss the proposal, but subsequently did not wish to make any comments on the 

application. The only specialist consultee who expressed any form of concern was Natural 

Resources Wales. This consultee also objected to the original approved development, and re-

iterated similar concerns that had been understood to have been overcome in the original 

application. Nevertheless, these concerns were responded to promptly, answering all points 

raised, following which, NRW did not wish to issue a response.  

 

A proactive approach was used to ensure that all interested parties had the appropriate 

platforms and notice to ensure they had the opportunity to raise their concerns, whilst also 

ensuring all questions and queries were answered throughout the consultation process.  

 

Furthermore, the project webpage and project-specific email address will remain live 

throughout the planning process through which local residents, stakeholders and consultees can 

continue to ask questions should they arise.   
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5. Appendices 

 

Appendix A: South Wakes Argus paper advertisement, Wednesday 9th October 2019 
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Appendix B: NRW Consultation Response and CE (Developer) Response
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Appendix C: Attendance Sheet 
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Appendix D: Example and Completed Questionnaires 
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Appendix E: Site Development Notice in Situ With Accompanying Location Map 
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Appendix F: Notice Served to Specialist Consultees 
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