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Report details 

 
 

Site address:   Land at Pines Tip, Fraddon, Cornwall 

Grid reference:           SW 917 569 

Report date:  21st August 2019 

Report review:  Colin Hicks BSc (Hons) MCIEEM 

Report reference: WOR-848 

 

 

 

Declaration of compliance 
 

BS 42020:2013 

This study has been undertaken in accordance with British Standard 42020:2013 

Biodiversity, Code of practice for planning and development. 

 

Code of Professional Conduct 

The information which we have prepared is true, and has been prepared and 

provided in accordance with the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 

Management’s Code of Professional Conduct. We confirm that the opinions 

expressed are our true and professional bona fide opinions. 

 

Validity of survey data and report 

 
The findings of this report are valid for 24 months from the date of survey. If work has 

not commenced within this period, an updated survey by a suitably qualified ecologist 

will be required.  
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Non-technical summary 

Western Ecology has been commissioned to complete reptile surveys on land at Pines Tip, 

Fraddon, Cornwall. A solar farm is proposed. 

 

The aim of this survey was to ascertain whether the four common reptile species, Grass 

Snake, Adder, Slow Worm and Common Lizard, are present within this site. 

Thirty artificial reptile refugia comprising 50cm x 50cm squares of bitumen roofing felt were 

placed at the site on 24th May 2019, and inspected on seven occasions between early June 

and Mid July, whilst adjacent areas were searched for basking or feeding reptiles. 

 

During these surveys no reptiles were recorded, and it is reasonable to conclude that they 

are unlikely to be present here. 

 

No recommendations are made with regards to reptiles, and no mitigation required. 
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1. Introduction 

Western Ecology has been commissioned to complete reptile surveys on land at Pines Tip, 

Fraddon, Cornwall. A solar farm is proposed. 

 

1.1. Site location 

The land surveyed is situated 600m to the south-east of the village of Fraddon, 10.5km to 

the north-west of the town of St. Austell in south Cornwall. It is at the summit of a vegetated 

china clay spoil tip known as Pines Tip. The plateau comprises a mosaic of marshy 

grassland and scrub, with occasionally vegetated paths around the edges, and across the 

middle of the main habitat, and a small area of semi-improved neutral grassland to the north. 

A short ditch is present on the south eastern edge of the site. Boundaries are provided by 

fencing. 

 

1.2. Survey aims 

The aim of this survey is to ascertain whether the four common reptile species, Grass 

Snake, Adder, Slow Worm and Common Lizard, are present within this site. 

 

The survey will allow an assessment of the importance of this site for reptiles based on a set 

of criteria from Froglife, the UK reptile and amphibian conservation organisation. 

 

Where appropriate, the survey will provide the information required to determine the 

appropriate level of mitigation required to ensure compliance with wildlife legislation and 

relevant planning policy. 
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2. Methodology 

2.1. Refugia survey 

Thirty artificial reptile refugia comprising 50cm x 50cm squares of bitumen roofing felt were 

placed at the site on 24th May 2019.  

 

After a two-week settling period, these refugia were inspected on seven separate occasions 

for concealed reptiles, either in the morning or late afternoon/early evening, whilst adjacent 

areas were searched for basking or feeding reptiles. If reptiles were found, their age class 

was estimated, and adults were sexed.  

 

This methodology is in accordance with Gent and Gibson (2003) and Froglife (1999). 

 

2.2. Surveyors 

The surveys were completed by Colin Hicks MCIEEM BSc (Hons.) and Martin Rule. 
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3. Results 

3.1. Refugia survey 

Details of the seven reptile refugia surveys are included in Table 1 and shown on Map 1. 

 

During the seven surveys, no reptiles were recorded 

 

Table 1. Summary for each survey visit in 2019 

Date Start Temp. Weather conditions 

08/06/2019 08:30 14 Clear, light SW breeze, dry 

15/06/2019 09:00 17 Overcast, fresh SW breeze 

16/06/2019 07:15 14 Overcast, fresh SW breeze and dry 

25/06/2019 08:45 15 Light NE breeze, dry and overcast 

29/06/2019 20:30 15 Dry, 80% cloud, light NW breeze 

02/07/2019 08:15 15 Light W breeze, cloudy, dry 

18/07/2019 08:55 17 Light cloud, fresh W breeze and dry 

 

3.2. Survey constraints 

All areas of the site were readily accessible. Survey timings were appropriate, and weather 

conditions during the survey period were suitable for reptile activity (Table 1) and there are 

no significant constraints to the results or conclusion of this report.  



 

Map 1. Reptile survey results 
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4. Evaluation of the site for reptiles 

Mosaic habitats within the site provide a habitat capable of supporting reptiles, although 

none were found. It is reasonable to conclude that reptiles are unlikely to be present within 

the site. 

 

5. Reptiles and the Law 

All native reptiles are protected to some degree under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended) whilst our two rarest species, the Sand Lizard and Smooth Snake are given 

full protection under the Act and also identified as European Protected Species.  

 

The four common species (Slow Worm, Adder, Grass Snake and Common (Viviparous) 

Lizard) are protected from deliberate killing, injury and trade. 

 

The two rare species, Sand Lizard and Smooth Snake, are given more protection that 

includes protection from capture and deliberate or reckless killing, injury or disturbance. 

Their breeding or resting places are also protected from obstruction or damage, even if it 

were accidental. 

 

All six native reptiles are listed as species “of principal importance for the purpose of 

conserving biodiversity”. 
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6. Recommendations 

No recommendations are made with regards to reptiles, and no mitigation required. 
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