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South Lanarkshire Council  Unit 2A 2B Bess Park Road 
Council Offices                                                                            Trenant Industrial Estate 
Almada street,                                                                                                Wadebridge 
Hamilton  Cornwall 
South Lanarkshire                                                                                               PL27 6HB 
ML3 0AA Tel: 01208 895576  
Scotland    
 
24th September 2020  
 
Our ref: CE7402-OP8801 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
Request for a formal EIA screening opinion for the erection of three wind turbines, up 
to 149.9m to tip, on land at Rigmuir, Auchentibber, South Lanarkshire, G72 0TP. 
 
CleanEarth (CE) are proposing to submit a planning application for a three wind turbine 
development on land at Rigmuir, South Lanarkshire, G72 0TP. CE seeks to gain a formal 
screening opinion, and formal pre-planning consultee comments for this site. The provisional 
location of the two turbines is shown in drawings CE7402-SC-TL and CE7402-SC-SL. CE have 
provided a detailed description of the project and evaluated this against Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) regulations to support our screening request.  
 
1. The Development  

 
The proposal is to install three wind turbines, of maximum tip height 149.9m, with a 3-
bladed rotor design. Due to constant industry developments, the turbine model has yet 
to be finalised. Supplementary elements include: one permanent switchgear housing 
unit at each turbines base (approx. 4m x 4m x 3m), one central DNO switchgear housing 
unit (approx. 4m x 4m x 3m), temporary access tracks, underground cabling, and 
temporary crane hard standing areas at each turbine (approx. 45m x 25m).  
 
CE looks to develop sites that have reduced environmental impacts considering 
proximity, noise and visual amenity to ‘sensitive receptors’ (residential dwellings), 
ecological constraints, existing infrastructure, and locally designated areas and 
features. 
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1.1 Installation 
 
The turbines and other components would be delivered to the site by articulated lorry. 
The proposed route follows existing public and private highways and access may need to 
be established within the land boundary to the turbine base. A temporary crane hard 
standing area (approx. 45m × 25m) will be required for the tower, nacelle, and blade 
installation, this typically takes 2-3 days, after which the land will be returned to its 
original state. 

 
1.2 Electrical Connection 

 
The transformer and electrical switching system for connecting the wind turbines to the 
local grid will be contained within a small weatherproof housing unit (each approx. 4m 
x 4m x 3m), positioned adjacent to each turbines’ tower, and a central hub substation 
unit of a similar size. Local grid connection will be part of a separate application, 
undertaken by the local network operator (in this case Scottish Power Energy Networks, 
SPEN). Underground cabling will be used where practical. 

 
1.3 Decommissioning 

 
The operational lifespan of the wind turbines is 30 years, after which the turbines will 
be decommissioned. This site would then be reinstated to its former state or to a 
condition agreed with the Local Planning Authority (LPA). 

 
2. Screening Opinion  

 
Wind turbine installations are erected for the purpose of harnessing wind power for 
energy production and are specified in Schedule 2 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. This correspondence 
constitutes a formal request for a screening direction under the above regulations. With 
the above regulations in mind we have provided an assessment of the project against 
criteria stated below. 
 
2.1 Schedule 2 of the EIA (Scotland) Regulations 
 
This regulation identifies the threshold criterion which, if exceeded, requires a formal 
assessment to be undertaken against Schedule 3 of the EIA (Scotland) Regulations to 
determine whether an EIA Is required. 

 

The applicable threshold criterion is stated in two points within Schedule 2 Section 3(j): 

 

"(i) the development involves the installation of more than 2 turbines; or  
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"(ii) the hub height of any turbine or height of any structure exceeds 15 metres ... " 

 

The proposed wind turbines in the development exceed the hub height threshold and 
therefore this is a Schedule 2 development which requires a formal assessment against 
Schedule 3 as to whether an EIA is required.    

 
2.2 Summary of Assessment against Schedule 3 of the EIA (Scotland) Regulations 
 
Schedule 3 of the TCP Regulations sets out the selection criteria for screening a Schedule 
2 development. This determines whether the project is likely to have significant effects 
on the environment, assessing factors such as nature, size and location of the turbines. 
Our assessment is shown in Table 1 and summarised below. 
 
x The turbines are not proposed in a particularly ecologically sensitive or vulnerable 

location, or within any designations. 
x The closest ecological designation is Blantyre Muir SSSI, 63m north from the proposed 

turbines location, designated for restoration of lowland raised bogs. As the turbine 
and its associated infrastructure has been designed to not infringe on this 
designation, no significant impacts are expected. Beyond this, there is the 
Waukenwae Moss SSSI/SAC, 821m southeast of the proposed turbines location, 
designated for its geological importance. Calder Glen SSSI, 2.29km northwest of the 
proposed turbines location, is also designated due to its geological importance. Due 
to the distance from the designations and careful placement and siting of the 
turbine, no significant impacts are expected.   

x The closest landscape designation is Langland’s Moss Local Nature Reserve, 3.22km 
west from the proposed location, designated for its important and rare habitat of 
lowland raised bog/ peatland. Beyond this are the Clyde Valley Woodlands, a 
National Nature Reserve located 4.50km east of the proposed turbine location, 
designated for the ancient semi-natural woodland. Due to the distance from the 
proposed location and the nature of this designation, no impacts are expected. 

x The development is located within Zone 1 - Low Sensitivity for Natural Heritage, 
indicating that there is little to no sensitivity to wind development in this area. 

x  
Listed Building Grade Distance Expected 

Impact 
Torrance House Grade A 1.30km Minor 
Torrance House and 
Stables 

Grade B 1.30km Minor 

Newhouse bridge Grade B 1.81km northwest Negligible 
Newhouse Mill Grade B 1.93km northwest Negligible 
Crutherlands 
building 

Grade B 1.93km southwest Negligible 

Crutherland Lodge Grade B 2.31km southwest Negligible 
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Calderstone House Grade B , 2.56km southwest Negligible 
Earnock Cottage Grade B 3.95km northeast Negligible 

(Expected Impact is based on the distance from the turbine location, the surrounding topographical 
elevation and the presence of forestry.) 

Within the central area of East Kilbride (northwest from the proposed turbines 
location) there are clusters of Listed Buildings, consisting of 4 Grade A Buildings and 
25 Grade B Buildings. These clusters can be found between 3.5km and 4.5km 
northwest of the proposed turbines location. Beyond this, north of the site there are 
4 Grade B and 1 Grade A Listed Building approximately 4km from the site. Due to 
screening from forestry and urban development there is expected to be little to no 
impact. The proposed turbines will also be seen in the context of the existing 
Blantyre Wind Farm (6 x 115m). These assets that may experience views of the 
proposed development will likely also experience views of this development, limiting 
additional visual and landscape impact in the area. Furthermore, as part of any 
future planning application, a cumulative assessment of the impact on these assets, 
in the form of an HVIA, would be undertaken. 

x The closest Scheduled Monument (SM) is a Regional War Room, 3.03km west of the 
proposed location. Due to screening from urban development and local blocking 
there is expected to be no significant impact. Beyond this, there is Long Calderwood 
Cairn, located 3.90km north of the proposed location, and Fairhill Cairn, located 
4.29km northeast of the location. These Scheduled Monuments are designated for 
historical importance. Due to the development not infringing directly on the 
footprint of these assets, or on any known archaeological remains, there is expected 
to be no significant impact from the proposed development.  

x Within 15km radius of the proposed turbine location there are four Historic Gardens 
and Designated Landscapes, the closest being Chaterlherault (Wham), 4.72km east 
of the site. The next closest is Dalzell House, 8.78km east. Beyond this, there is 
Rouken Glen Park, 12.92km west of the proposed site, and finally there is Pollock 
Park, located 14.28km from the site. Due to undulating topography between the 
proposed development and these designations, in addition to screening from forestry 
around these sites, views of the turbines will, in large parts, be entirely screened, 
with extremely restricted views of the turbines’ uppermost infrastructure visible. 
Furthermore, from views where the proposal will be visible the turbines will likely 
be seen in the context of the existing Blantyre Wind Farm. Therefore, no significant 
impact on the setting of these assets is expected. 

x The closest residential property is 575m from the site, all other properties are byond 
this distance. These separation distances ensure that noise, shadow flicker and 
overbearing impacts on local properties will be minimal and kept within regulations. 

x The development will have no hazardous effects. In fact, this development will have 
a positive environmental impact providing renewable electricity, making a small but 
significant contribution to national renewable energy targets. 

x The proposed development is for a 30-year period, at the end of which it will be 
removed, and the land returned to its current state.  

 
The assessment of the turbine development against Schedule 3 shows that a significant 
environmental impact is not likely to arise and therefore an EIA should not be required.  
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3. General Considerations  
 
Additional (non-statutory) guidance to aid planning authorities in determining requests 
is provided by Planning Circular 1/2017: Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 
2017. Paragraph 37 to 40 of the Circular states that: 
 

‘For any given development proposal, the more environmentally sensitive the 
location, the more likely it is that the effects will be significant and will require EIA… 
and regard should also be given to any connectivity where a proposal is located close 
to, but not in, a sensitive area. In certain cases, other statutory and non-statutory 
designations which are not included in the definition of ‘sensitive areas,’ but which are 
nonetheless environmentally sensitive, may also be relevant in determining whether 
EIA is required, such as local landscape or biodiversity designations. 

 

In considering the sensitivity of a particular location, regard should also be given to 
whether any national or internationally agreed environmental standards are already 
being approached or exceeded. Examples include air quality, drinking water and bathing 
water. Where there are local standards for other aspects of the environment, 
consideration should be given to whether the proposed development would affect these 
standards or levels. 

 

Consideration should be given to development which could have complex, long term, 
or irreversible impacts, and where expert and detailed analysis of those impacts would 
be desirable and would be relevant to the issue of whether or not the development 
should be allowed.’ 

 
We do not consider the development to fall within any of the above criteria, therefore 
not requiring an EIA.  
 
The Circular details guidance that encourages each project screening request to be 
judged on its own merits. The fundamental analysis is to be based on the whether a 
particular type of development and its specific impacts are likely to have a significant 
effect on the environment, and those that are particularly environmentally sensitive 
locations. 

4. Planning Application  

Following the response of this screening request CE intend to submit a planning 
application for the installation of two wind turbines. The planning application will be 
accompanied by analysis of potential impacts of this development including: 
 

x Planning context 

x Landscape and visual impact  
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x Ecological impact 

x Cultural heritage impact 

x Noise  

x Shadow flicker  

x Civil aviation and MoD 

x Telecommunications  

x Transportation impact 

x Hydrology and contaminated land  

x Community benefit  

The full context and detail of these analyses will be discussed and agreed with South 
Ayrshire Council consultees and all other stakeholders. 
 

5. Conclusion 

CE requests a screening opinion along with pre-application consultee comments.  

I hope the above information has provided you with all the necessary facts to assess 
whether an EIA will be required for this development. CE have considered this proposed 
development against the EIA regulations and have concluded that the proposed 
development is unlikely to result in significant effects on the environment. We therefore 
believe an EIA is not required. CE would be grateful if South Lanarkshire Council could 
confirm this to be the case. If you require any further information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Following this request, assuming an EIA is not required, a full planning application will 
be submitted to South Lanarkshire Council. This will detail all the assessments stated in 
Section 4 as agreed with South Lanarkshire Council Consultees.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Florence Tebbutt 

Project Manager 

CleanEarth 
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Table 1. Schedule 3 selection criteria for screening a Schedule 2 development  
Characteristics of the development 

(a) The size of development  The development is three wind turbines with a maximum tip 
height of 149.9m.  

(b) The accumulation with 
other development 

From an initial study there is some wind turbine 
development in the surrounding area. Those turbines which 
have been identified are listed below.  

Approved/Constructed within 15km: 

x HM/10/0478 3 x 115m – 395m northwest  
x HM/11/0541 3 x 110m – 452.44m north 
x HM/11/0288 1 x 78m – 2.97km east 
x 2012/0337/TP 2 x 110m – 10.64km southwest 
x 2012/0331/TP 3 x 110m – 9.22km southwest  
x EK/10/0358 12 x 129.9m – 10.76km southwest 
x EK/10/0290 13 x 144.5 – 10.80km southwest 
x Kype Muir wind farm 26 x 132m - 13.22km south 
x Kype Muir Extension P/18/1013:     

- 4 x 146m 
- 3 x 176m  
- 4 x 200m  
- 4 x 220m  

 

The turbines have been sited in the Urban Fringe Farmlands 
LCT 1, which has been identified in the South Lanarkshire 
Landscape Capacity Study (2016). The nearby Blantyre Muir 
Wind farm has set precedent for having scope for large 
turbines which is the closest cumulative development within 
the area being 395m from the proposed turbine. 
Furthermore, the development has been sited and scaled 
within this landscape to limit overall visual and cumulative 
impact.  

(c) The use of natural 
resources 

The natural resource of wind power will be used to supply 
renewable energy to the grid to aid in meeting government 
renewable energy targets. 

(d) The production of waste The production of waste during the turbines’ operational 
lifetimes will be negligible. During installation, the 
foundations will require soil to be excavated; this will be 
reused on site. Additional construction waste will be 
appropriately disposed of offsite. 
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(e) Pollution and nuisances Pollution and nuisances will be kept to minimal amount 
during construction phase. Transportation will be during low 
flow traffic periods and high noise pollution works would be 
during standard working hours and typically last 2-3 days. 

(f) The risk of accidents, 
having regard in 
particular to substances 
or technologies used 

Wind turbine developments do not include the use of 
hazardous substances. Turbine technology is safety checked 
and regulated, with a good safety record. 

Location of the development 

(a) The existing land use The site is located within an agricultural field 1.68km east 
of Kelvin industrial estate. 

Access will utilise the existing road networks in the area such 
as the A726. 

Once the turbines are erected and commissioned the land 
use of the site will remain as pre-installation excluding the 
small area occupied by the foundations and electrical 
housings. 

(b) The relative abundance, 
quality and 
regenerative capacity of 
the natural resources in 
the area 

The turbine development will utilise the abundant natural 
wind resource on-site.  

As each turbine base takes up a very small area of land the 
impact on abundance, quality and regenerative capacity of 
the natural resources in the area will be negligible. 

(c) The absorption capacity 
of the natural 
environment 

The turbines are not proposed in a particularly ecologically 
sensitive or vulnerable location, or within any designations. 
 
The closest ecological designation is Blantyre Muir SSSI, 63m 
north from the proposed turbines location, designated for 
restoration of lowland raised bogs. As the turbine and its 
associated infrastructure has been designed as to not 
infringe on this designation, no significant impacts are 
expected. Beyond this, there is the Waukenwae Moss 
SSSI/SAC, 821m southeast of the proposed turbines location, 
designated for its geological importance. Calder Glen SSSI, 
2.29km northwest of the proposed turbines location, is also 
designated due to its geological importance. Due to the 
distance from the designations and careful placement and 
siting of the turbine, no significant impacts are expected.   
 
The closest landscape designation is Langland’s Moss Local 
Nature Reserve, 3.22km west from the proposed location, 
designated for its important and rare habitat of lowland 
raised bog/ peatland. Beyond this are the Clyde Valley 
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Woodlands, a National Nature Reserve located 4.50km east 
of the proposed turbine location, designated for the ancient 
semi-natural woodland. Due to the distance from the 
proposed location and the nature of this designation, no 
impacts are expected. 
 
The development is located within Zone 1 - Low Sensitivity 
for Natural Heritage, indicating that there is little to no 
sensitivity to wind development in this area. The 
development is not sited within any important grade 1 or 2 
peat. 

Characteristics of potential impact 

(a) Extent of the impact The project scale has been chosen to reduce visual impact 
whilst gaining the most out of the available natural resource. 
 
The Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) attached (CE7402-
SC-ZTV) illustrates the area in which the turbines will be 
visible. Visual barriers such as woodland and settlements are 
not included in the model; therefore, the ZTV shows the 
worst-case scenario based on terrain only.  This ZTV shows 
that for the worst-case scenario, the turbines will be visible 
from the immediate vicinity. Sporadic patches of visibility 
are seen throughout Glasgow to the north and northeast. 
These are seen again to the southwest, towards Carluke. 
Northeast towards Airdrie and Coatbridge they are mostly 
visible with patches of no visibility throughout.  

The closest residential property is 575m from the site. These 
separation distances ensure that noise, shadow flicker and 
overbearing impacts on local properties is minimal and kept 
within regulations. 
 
The turbines’ site does not lie within any ecological 
designated sites. The location land boundary is adjacent to 
woodlands, the turbine location is over a 1km from the 
forestry. The impact on ecology in this area is likely to be 
small as all ecological guidance and regulations have been 
met. 
The nearest Listed Building to the site is Calderglen Country 
Park, formerly known as Torrance House. Within the country 
park there is one Grade A (Torrance House), one Grade B 
(Torrance House and Stables) and two Grade C Listed 
Buildings, 1.30km west from the turbine’s location. The 
Grade B Newhouse bridge, 1.81km northwest, Grade B 
Newhouse Mill, 1.93km northwest and Grade B Crutherlands 
building, 1.93km southwest from the proposed site, due to 
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screening from forestry there is expected to be little to no 
impact on these assets. Beyond this, on the outskirts of East 
Kilbride, there is the Grade B Crutherland Lodge, 2.31km 
southwest and the Grade B Calderstone House, 2.56km 
southwest. Within the central area of East Kilbride 
(northwest from the proposed turbines location) there are 
clusters of Listed Buildings, consisting of 4 Grade A Buildings 
and 25 Grade B Buildings. These clusters can be found 
between 3.5km and 4.5km northwest of the proposed 
turbines location. Beyond this, north of the site there are 4 
Grade B and 1 Grade A Listed Building approximately 4km 
from the site. To the northeast, there is 1 Grade B Listed 
Building, Earnock Cottage, 3.95km from the proposed 
location. Due to screening from forestry and urban 
development there is expected to be little to no impact. The 
proposed turbines will also be seen in the context of the 
existing Blantyre Wind Farm (6 x 115m). These assets that 
may experience views of the proposed development will 
likely also experience views of this development, limiting 
additional visual and landscape impact in the area. 
Furthermore, as part of any future planning application, a 
cumulative assessment of the impact on these assets, in the 
form of an HVIA, would be undertaken. 
 
The closest Scheduled Monument (SM) is a Regional War 
Room, 3.03km west of the proposed location. Due to 
screening from urban development and local blocking there 
is expected to be no significant impact. Beyond this, there 
is Long Calderwood Cairn, located 3.90km north of the 
proposed location, and Fairhill Cairn, located 4.29km 
northeast of the location. These Scheduled Monuments are 
designated for historical importance. Due to the 
development not infringing on directly on the footprint of 
these assets, or on any known archaeological remains, there 
is expected to be no significant impact.  
 
Within 15km radius of the proposed turbine location there 
are four Historic Gardens and Designated Landscapes, the 
closest being Chaterlherault (Wham), 4.72km east of the 
site. The next closest is Dalzell House, 8.78km east. Beyond 
this, there is Rouken Glen Park, 12.92km west of the 
proposed site, and finally there is Pollock Park, located 
14.28km from the site. Due to undulating topography 
between the proposed development and these designations, 
in addition to screening from forestry around these sites, 
views of the turbines will, in large parts, be entirely 
screened, with extremely restricted views of the turbines’ 
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uppermost infrastructure visible. Furthermore, the proposed 
development, where views exist, will likely be seen in the 
context of the existing Blantyre Wind Farm. Therefore, no 
significant impact on the setting of these assets is expected. 
 

(b) The transfrontier nature 
of the impact 

Impacts will be local; there will be no potential for trans-
boundary impact. 

(c) The magnitude and 
complexity of the impact 

All impacts will be confined to the local area. These impacts 
are not complex and will be assessed singularly, based on 
their own merits, using proven methods and regulations. 

(d) The probability of the 
impact 

At over 50m from the nearest hedgerow, woodland or 
watercourse, it can be determined that the ecological 
effects of this development are likely to be minimal. 
Similarly, the landscape visual impacts are local with large 
distances to neighbouring properties reducing the impact of 
this turbine development. The separation distances to the 
nearest properties will ensure that noise and shadow flicker 
impacts are kept within the standard limits. 

From this, it can be determined that the ecological effects 
of this development are likely to be minimal. Similarly, the 
landscape visual impacts are local with large distances to 
neighbouring properties reducing the impact of this wind 
development. The separation distances to the nearest 
properties will ensure that noise and shadow flicker impacts 
are kept within the standard limits. 

Transport impacts are expected to be negligible due to the 
utilisation of existing transport networks in the area.  

Other possible impacts are radar, shadow flicker, and 
telecommunications.  Initial consultation shows that it is 
unlikely to cause significant impacts, due to separation 
distances from relevant aviation infrastructures and 
residences.  

In line with this screening request, we have also initiated a 
pre-planning consultation with the Ministry of Defence 
regarding any potential impact on aviation/radar.  

(e) The duration, frequency 
and reversibility of the 
impact 

The turbines will have an operational life period of 30 years 
after which both turbines will be decommissioned, and the 
land reinstated to its former use. 
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