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1.0 Introduction 

1 This report aims to identify how the applicant, CleanEarth (CE), completed a Pre-Application 

Consultation process as part of the planning application for three wind turbines on land at Low 

Drumclog, Drumclog, Strathaven, South Lanarkshire, ML10 6QE. 

 

2 Though for a development of this scale it is not obligatory, the following guidance regarding Pre-

Application Consultations was followed as the applicant recognises the importance of community 

engagement: 

‘Guidance issued on the temporary suspension of the requirement for public events in relation to 

Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) and on both the effect of the Town and Country Planning 

(Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020, which 

makes that temporary suspension, and on alternative online consultation.’ 

3 The applicant recognizes the importance of consulting the local community before submitting an 

application, to ensure the community is well informed about the proposal and have an opportunity 

to ask questions or seek further clarity prior to a formal planning application.  

 

4 An online public consultation was held on Wednesday 2nd February 2022, between 3pm-7pm. The 

aims of the public consultation were: 

• To provide members of the community with information about the proposed turbines. 

• To measure support and opposition to this proposed turbine development. 

• To hear the local community’s suggestions on how the proposal could be improved.  

5 On the Clean Earth website, a dedicated page1 and email address were set up to ensure local 

people had the appropriate platforms in which they could raise their concerns - whilst also ensuring 

all questions and queries could be heard and consequently addressed by the applicant. The public 

had the opportunity to read through the suite of reports that will support the planning application, 

which were published on the dedicated web page on the 28th of January. Further to this, an online 

questionnaire form was available for the public to submit their comments and opinion of the 

proposal – both the reports and questionnaire were live for a further 14 days following the event. 

 
1 https://cleanearthenergy.com/projects/low-drumclog/ [accessed 03.02.22] 
 

https://cleanearthenergy.com/projects/low-drumclog/
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2.0 Proposed Development 

6 The proposed Low Drumclog scheme will comprise of:  

‘Three wind turbines with a maximum blade tip height of up to 180m with a 3-bladed rotor design, 

and associated infrastructure including a crane pad, access track, borrow pits and electrical 

housing. Supplementary elements include three permanent switchgear housing units (approx. 9m 

x 4m x 4m), underground cabling, access track, and temporary crane hard standing areas (approx. 

45m × 65m)’. 

7 The site is located on sloping farmland 1km to the northwest of the A71, approximately 8km 

southwest of Strathaven. The location allows the turbines to be sited and designed to blend into 

the existing wind farm landscape - which  comprises Calder Water (14 x 144.5m -  EK/09/0290), 

West Browncastle (12 x 126.5m - EK/10/0358), and Whitelee (215 x 100-135m) wind farms. The 

closest operational turbine is located approximately 1.4km northwest. 

8 There will be no significant flood risk on site as the proposed location falls outside any surface 

water flood risk zones.  

9 The location of the proposed turbines have been selected to minimise all negative impacts on the 

locality; situating them as far from residential properties as possible and locating them close to 

the operational wind turbines already in situ - such that they are viewed as a single addition to 

the existing turbine landscape. 

10 It should be noted that the proposal is for a fixed term of 35 years, at the end of which the 

development will be removed and the land reinstated back to its original condition, or a condition 

agreed with the Local Planning Authority (LPA).  
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3.0 The Consultation Process 

11 The primary means of consultation took the form of an open online public consultation event 

held on Wednesday 2nd of February between 3pm-7pm on a project web page launched on Clean 

Earth’s website, displaying the relevant information for the public consultation event2.  

12 A questionnaire was available for the public to complete and submit – to allow the applicant to 

collate all views and questions in regard to the proposed development. Furthermore, the 

applicant encouraged the public to book a private online meeting with the planners to further 

discuss the development and allow the public to ask direct questions.  

13 Members of the public were encouraged to book a timeslot of 15 minutes prior to the event and 

to complete a ‘questionnaire’ online, up to 14 days following the event (Appendix B). 

14 A notice for the public consultation event was placed in the Carluke and Lanark Gazette on the 

19th January 2022 for two consecutive weeks. For the details on the advertisement please see 

Appendix A of this report.  

15 To ensure local residents were aware of the public consultation event, the applicant sent 

invitations more than two weeks prior to the event to all properties within 1.5km of the site. In 

total, 15 invitations were delivered. An invitation was also sent to the Sandford and Upper 

Avondale Community Council – see Appendix C.  

16 The aim of the consultation was for the applicant to communicate the proposed development to 

members of the local community and provide them with an opportunity to discuss views, 

opinions, and concerns. The exhibition itself included online visual displays as well as documents 

uploaded online to be viewed in a list of appendices, which provided detailed information on the 

proposal as follows: 

• proposed turbine location plan; 

• proposed site layout plan; 

• proposal details; 

 
2 https://cleanearthenergy.com/projects/low-drumclog/ [accessed 03.02.22] 
 

https://cleanearthenergy.com/projects/low-drumclog/
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• photomontages of the proposed turbine; 

• zone of theoretical visibility maps for the proposal; 

• draft technical documents to be submitted with the planning application, including 

assessments for landscape, heritage, ecology, shadow flicker, and noise; 

• the key criteria to satisfy in the planning process. 
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Figure 1 - The Public Consultation live webpage with list of documents to view, contact form and questionnaire link. 
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Figure 2 - Examples of a photomontage available to the public to view as pdf. 
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4.0 Outcomes of the Consultation Event 

4.1 Attendance 

17 No members of the public booked a timeslot for a private online meeting and the applicant was 

not contacted by any members of the public before or after the public consultation.  

18 The applicant has not received any feedback, emails or questionnaires in regard to the proposed 

development – following the two week period after the event.  

4.2 Questionnaires 

19 Questionnaires were designed to monitor attitude towards the proposal and to give members of 

the community the ability to raise concerns and voice their opinions on the project. The designed 

questionnaire can be seen in Appendix B of this report.  

20 The questionnaires provide an additional avenue for people to express their opinions and raise 

additional concerns after the event should they wish. 

21 All attendees would have been encouraged to fill out a questionnaire; no online questionnaire 

forms were completed.   
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5.0 Addressing Concerns 

22 No members of the public attended the online public consultation event, and there were no 

objections or concerns submitted to the applicant via email, phone calls or questionnaires. The 

applicant therefore has not received any specific points from the public to address or consider 

during the community consultation phase. 

6.0 Conclusions 

23 Every effort was made to notify members of the community about the public consultation event 

on the 2nd of February 2022. The applicant invited all local residents within, and on the periphery 

of, 1.5km of the site and important local bodies to the event and arranged for advertisements in 

the Carluke and Lanark Gazette Hamilton two weeks prior to the event. The Sandford and Upper 

Avondale Community Council were invited to attend the public consultation. In total, no one 

booked or enquired about the public consultation event, and no one completed questionnaires.   

24 As no one booked a timeslot or called with an enquiry, no conclusions of the public response can 

be drawn. However, it could be suggested that members of the public are not interested about 

the applicants proposal due to neighbouring land already being used for existing wind turbine 

developments at Calder Water (14 x 144.5m -  EK/09/0290), West Browncastle (12 x 126.5m - 

EK/10/0358), and Whitelee (215 x 100-135m) wind farms. 

25 The applicant feels that all effort was given to consider the view of the local community and 

address concerns when raised.  

26 A proactive approach has been used to ensure that all interested parties had the appropriate 

platforms in which they could raise their concerns. Furthermore, the project webpage and 

project-specific email address will remain live throughout the planning process through which 

local residents can ask questions should they arise. 
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7.0 Appendices 

Appendix A – Carluke and Lanark Gazette Advertisement 

 

 

 



Low Drumclog – Public Consultation Report 
 

10 
 

Appendix B – Example Questionnaire  
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Appendix C – Invitation Letters 

1) Resident within 1.5km Notice Letter Example 
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2) Sandford and Upper Avondale Community Council Notice Letter 

 


