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1.0 Introduction 

1 The proposal referred to as ‘Tacher C’ is considered an extension to the consented Tacher 

A and B wind turbine cluster (planning ref: 21/02004/S42 and 21/02006/S42).  

2 The Applicant aims to develop sites that have a reduced environmental impact by 

considering proximity and visual amenity to ‘sensitive receptors’ (residential dwellings), 

noise, ecological constraints, existing infrastructure including large windfarms, and locally 

designated areas and features; whilst providing a clean supply of electricity to the grid, 

helping to transition the UK to a renewable energy future, meet renewable generation 

targets and reduce the carbon footprint of the national energy mix. 

3 The proposed Tacher C comprises of: 

‘A single wind turbine of up to 130m to blade tip (up to 72.4m to hub), along with associated 

infrastructure including a crane pad, access track, cabling and electrical housing.’ 

4 This proposal responds to International, European, National and Regional policy by 

contributing to a reduction in carbon emissions and subsequent attainment of renewable 

energy targets. 

5 The proposed site is located to the north of Tacher Cottage, in the Latheron parish, 

approximately 18km east of the nearest town of Wick. The proposal has been sited and 

scaled appropriately to be viewed in conjunction with the approved Tacher A 

(21/02004/S42) and Tacher B (21/02006/S42) wind turbines – located 310m and 660m 

southwest respectively. The proposal is sited within an extensive wind farm landscape, 

which includes the Bad A Cheo (12/02868/FUL), Halsary (17/04827/SSCON) and Causeymire 

(04/00093/S36CA) developments. The closest operational turbine is located within the Bad 

A Cheo constructed scheme approximately 300m west. The proposed turbine will be 

observed in the context of this windfarm landscape and as such result in minimal additional 

visual or landscape impact.  

6 The site is far removed from residential properties, with the nearest uninvolved dwelling 

approximately 2.5km south from the turbine location. The financially involved property is 

located 780m south from the proposal. 

7 The location of the proposed turbine has been selected to minimise all negative impacts on 

the locality; situating it as far from residential properties as possible and locating it close 
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to the operational wind turbines already in situ, such that it is viewed as an addition to the 

current landscape (see figure 1). 

 

Figure 1 - Turbine location in relation to existing and consented developments. 
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2.0 The Proposed development 

8 The Applicant proposes to install a single wind turbine with a maximum blade tip height of 

up to 130m, with a 3-bladed rotor design; and associated infrastructure including a crane 

pad, access track, and electrical housing. Supplementary elements include: a permanent 

switchgear housing unit (approx. 9m x 4m x 4m), underground cabling, access track, 

compound area and temporary crane hard standing area (approx. 45m × 25m). For a detailed 

elevational drawing of the candidate turbine, refer to Appendix C. 

9 The proposed turbine site is centred on grid reference ND 17339 47679. 

10 The proposed single wind turbine will generate electricity from a renewable source. The 

proposed site has a viable wind speed, resulting in an estimated annual output of 11.4 GWh 

per year. This is the equivalent of powering over 2,400 homes in the Highlands1. 

11 As is common for wind turbine proposals, further ground and site investigations that occur 

after the planning consideration period may identify that a slight variance is required in the 

final location of the proposed turbine. Subject to environmental constraints and ground 

conditions, a micro siting allowance of 25m for the proposed turbine and associated 

infrastructure is requested as part of this planning application. 

12 The proposed turbine site has been extensively utilised for agricultural purposes, primarily 

pastoral grazing. The site has been selected for wind turbine development due to the high 

available wind resource, the determination of the landscape as suitable for large turbine 

developments, and the sparsely populated nature of the area. The proposal results in 

minimal additional visual impacts along with no significant noise impacts on residents in the 

surrounding area. The land adjacent, directly to the north, has been used to develop a 

number of large wind farms, including Bad A Cheo (13 x 112m turbines), Causeymire (21 x 

101m turbines) and Halsary (15 x 120m turbines), establishing the suitability of this area for 

such development. 

13 Careful consideration of consultee comments received through pre-application advice, led 

to the positioning of this particular turbine. A process of elimination was used to come to 

the best turbine location, with the least amount of environmental impact and utilising the 

highest possible wind resource, optimising the turbines annual yield and subsequent carbon 

savings. The proposed turbine has been located in close proximity to the consented schemes 

 
1 Sub-national and local authority electricity consumption 2017 figures (2019), BEIS, 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/766298/Sub-
national_electricity_consumption_statistics_2017.csv/preview (Accessed 25th September 2019) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/766298/Sub-national_electricity_consumption_statistics_2017.csv/preview
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/766298/Sub-national_electricity_consumption_statistics_2017.csv/preview
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in the area and next to the approved Tacher A (21/02004/S42) and B (21/02006/S42) 

turbines, in order to be sighted as an addition, limiting the visual and landscape impact 

caused to the surrounding area.  
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3.0 Energy and Planning Policy Appraisal 

14 The National Policy context relating to this planning application for the proposed Tacher C 

wind turbine is described below. Other specific legislation and planning policy pertinent to 

the environmental studies required by Highland Council to accompany and inform this 

supporting statement (noise, electro-magnetic interference, shadow flicker etc.) are 

provided in the respective technical sections of this document. 

15 It has been the policy of successive Governments since 1991 to stimulate the exploitation 

and development of renewable energy sources wherever they have prospects of being 

economically attractive and environmentally acceptable. Whilst this policy has its 

foundations in environmental imperatives, and in particular concerns about carbon dioxide 

emissions and climate change, more recently concerns about the security and diversity of 

national energy supply, and the need for sustainable development, have endorsed this 

policy. 

16 At a European level, the 2009 Renewables Directive places an obligation on the UK to 

generate 15% of its total energy requirements (i.e., not just electricity) from renewable 

energy by 2020. In the UK, the Climate Change Act 2008 establishes a framework to place 

the UK on an economically credible path to achieving a reduction in CO2 levels to 80% of 

1990 levels by 2050. Following this, the Low Carbon Transition Plan was launched in 2009, 

setting out how the UK will meet these target reductions of 34% in carbon emissions by 2020, 

and detailing actions for individual sectors of the economy, including the target of 40% of 

electricity to be supplied by low carbon sources including renewables. In addition, the 2007 

Energy and Planning White Papers, and subsequent implementation of the 2008 Energy and 

Planning Acts developed frameworks and mechanisms to facilitate the consenting of national 

infrastructure projects that will contribute to the supply of energy from renewable sources. 

17 However, in November 2015, it was revealed that the UK is predicted to fall short of these 

legally binding EU obligations. This, therefore, brings a greater sense of urgency in 

implementing renewable energy developments to meet these targets. Some policies have 

been improved to reach these net-zero targets across Europe by 2050, but progress has likely 

slowed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Moreover, our proposal will contribute to reaching 

those targets, both locally and nationally, with an estimated annual yield in carbon savings 

of 2,413 metric tons. This will be achieved through providing 11.4GWh of energy annually, 

powering the equivalent of over 2,400 Highland homes. 
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18 In addition, the UK Government took a large and progressive step in committing to reduce 

emissions following the 2015 global climate agreement struck at the United Nations 

Conference on Climate Change in Paris, ratifying the agreement in November 2016. This sets 

out a clear long-term goal of net-zero emissions by the end of the century, where 

advancement was independently assessed in 2018 and five years thereafter. This long-term 

goal sends a strong signal to investors, businesses, and policymakers about shifting to a low 

carbon economy. To date, 195 Parties have signed and 189 countries have ratified the 

Agreement, only emphasising the global movement towards climate action. 

19 Prior to Glasgow hosting of the COP26 in November last year at the UN Climate Change 

Conference, the UK set in law the world’s most ambitious climate change target to cut 

emissions by 78% by 2035 compared to 1990 levels. This latest target enshrined in the UK 

6th Carbon Budget extends the net-zero commitment as the UK breaks the records in 

renewable electricity generation, which has more than quadrupled since 2010 while low 

carbon electricity overall now provides 50% of our total generation. 

20 Thus, these planning policy appraisals set out the current legislation and guidance relevant 

to the single wind turbine proposal at Tacher C. The policy appraisal includes: 

• Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2019 ; 

• Climate Change Plan 2018-2032 - Update ; 

• Scottish Energy Strategy 2017 (Position Statement 2021) ; 

• 2020 Route map for Renewable Energy – 2015 Update ; 

• Onshore Wind Policy Statement 2017 ; 

• UN Climate Change Conference and The First Minister’s Speech; 

• National Planning Framework for Scotland (NPF3) 2014 ; 

• Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) 2014 ; 

• Highland Local Development Plan (LDP) 2012; 

• Renewable Energy in the Context of the Application; and 

• Energy Balance. 
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Highland Local Development Plan (LDP) 2012 

21 The Highland Council adopted the LDP on 5th April 2012. The LDP sets out a balanced strategy 

to support the growth of all communities across Highland. It aims to ensure that new 

development is directed to places with sufficient infrastructure to accommodate and 

support sustainable development. The LDP recognises that the important issues of climate 

change and carbon reduction need to be accounted for. The 2012 LDP is currently under 

review with formal work anticipated to start in Q2 of 2022. 

22 To align itself with the objective of the SDP in taking on the challenges of sustainable 

development and climate change, the LDP introduces policies to encourage the reduction 

of greenhouse gases released into the air and to limit the amount of non-renewable 

resources in order to adapt to the effects of climate change. These aims will be met by 

ensuring the development of renewable energy resources through effective and clear 

guidance.  

23 The proposed site falls within an area where large scale wind development has been 

approved and deemed acceptable by both the Highlands Council and the Planning 

Inspectorate, setting a precedent for further large wind development. From the Landscape 

Capacity Study, the proposed turbine location (figure 2) falls within Group 3 ‘areas with 

potential for wind farm development’ demonstrating the suitability of the site, as laid out 

in Highlands Council Guidance.  

24 The Highland LDP acknowledges that ‘climate change is possibly the greatest challenge 

facing the world today’, therefore policies and decisions such as promoting energy 

generation by renewable sources are required. 
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Renewable Energy in Context of the Application 

25 The proposed wind turbine will make the following contributions to national energy and 

environmental policies: 

• Estimated savings of 2,413 metric tonnes of carbon each year, compared to the 

equivalent fossil fuel production (depending on the UK energy mix at any one 

time); 

• Expected annual yield of 11.4GWh a year, enough to power approximately 2,400 

Highland homes2; 

• With an installed capacity of up to 4.1MW, will contribute to legally binding 

government targets for renewable electricity generation and emissions reductions; 

and 

• The generation of renewable energy will contribute to the diversity and security 

of the UK’s electricity supply. 

26 An estimate of the energy payback for modern wind turbines is 3-10 months, depending 

upon the site wind speed and turbine model. Over a 35-year lifetime, a wind turbine would 

therefore generate at least 32 times the energy that was used in its manufacture and 

installation3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Sub-national and local authority electricity consumption 2020 figures (2020), BEIS, 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/766298/Sub-
national_electricity_consumption_statistics_2017.csv/preview - [accessed 15.03.22] 
3https://www.vestas.com/content/dam/vestas-com/global/en/sustainability/reports-and-
ratings/lcas/V1363%2045MW_Mk3a_ISO_LCA_Final_31072017.pdf.coredownload.inline.pdf – [accessed 15.03.22] 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/766298/Sub-national_electricity_consumption_statistics_2017.csv/preview
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/766298/Sub-national_electricity_consumption_statistics_2017.csv/preview
https://www.vestas.com/content/dam/vestas-com/global/en/sustainability/reports-and-ratings/lcas/V1363%2045MW_Mk3a_ISO_LCA_Final_31072017.pdf.coredownload.inline.pdf
https://www.vestas.com/content/dam/vestas-com/global/en/sustainability/reports-and-ratings/lcas/V1363%2045MW_Mk3a_ISO_LCA_Final_31072017.pdf.coredownload.inline.pdf
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4.0 Landscape and Visual Impact 

27 Galpin Landscape Architecture Consultants have produced a Landscape and Visual 

Assessment (LVA) - to assess the potential impact of the proposed wind turbine on the 

landscape and sensitive visual receptors. The assessment has been prepared with reference 

to current recommended guidelines notably the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment Third Edition (GLVIA) published by the Landscape Institute and the Institute of 

Environmental Assessment in 2013. 

28 The purpose of the LVA is to identify and outline the existing landscape character and visual 

amenity receptors within the study area and to assess the potential magnitude of impact 

and level of effect, including their significance, on these receptors as a result of the 

proposed development during construction and operation.  

29 It was deemed in Highland Council’s pre application advice (21/05477/PREAPP) and 

screening opinion (22/01222/SCRE) that the proposed development should be assessed with 

particular regard to the potential key visual receptors, setting of population centres, 

scheduled monuments, core paths, designated landscapes and road users.  

30 The proposed site is in the Landscpae Character Type (LCT) 134 - comprised of vast sweeping 

areas of moorland and flows and characterised with pylons and existing turbine development  

(Bad A Cheò, Causeymire and Achlachan Wind Farms).  

31 Within close proximity of the site, residential development is limited to a very small number 

of dispersed properties/farmsteads linked by the A9 and minor roads, which extend across 

the moorland. The proposed turbine is not within a landscape designation and therefore 

there are no constraints on the immediate site that relate to the immediate landscape 

character of the site. 

86 The short-term temporary nature of the construction activities on the views of the visual 

receptors would ensure that the overall effects would be Low.  

87 The assessment has considered key views from eight viewpoints towards the proposed site 

with degrees of significance ranging between Moderate to Slight. It was concluded that VP6 

and VP7 are the only viewpoints which may have the potential for a moderate degree of 

significance as a result of the proposal.  

88 Overall, the effect of the proposal on the landscape character has been concluded to be 

Low – with a Negligible magnitude of change on the landscape character. Furthermore, the 
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proposal would have no significant impact on any landscape designations, core paths, 

national parks, country parks or gardens, or any key tourist destinations. 

89 The noted cumulative effect with the addition of the proposed turbine and the existing wind 

turbines is considered to have a Low magnitude of change. As such, the site, and the 

surrounding landscape, is considered to have the capacity to accommodate the proposed 

development. 
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5.0 Ecology 

Habitat and Protected Species Surveys 

32 LUC was appointed by CleanEarth Energy to prepare a terrestrial ecological baseline report 

to inform an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the proposal. The survey was 

commissioned to identify any potential ecological constraints of the site from the proposed 

construction of the proposed wind turbine and associated infrastructure.  

33 Field surveys confirmed that the study area’s drainage ditches did not present suitable 

habitat opportunities for otter or water vole- and no evidence of protected species was 

identified during field 2022 surveys. It is considered that the distance of the proposed 

development from the Little River makes it highly likely that appropriate mitigation 

measures will result in no significant effects arising from construction works. 

34 The proposed development is not located within a designated site but is connected to the 

Shielton Peatlands (SSSI), Blar nam Faoileag (SSSI), Leavad (SSSI), Caithness and Sutherland 

Peatlands (SAC) and River Thurso(SAC). It is unlikely the study areas play an important role 

in the designated sites viability due to the limited ecological value. 

35 The site survey concluded that the extensive agricultural modification has significantly 

altered the natural state on the assumed to have been mire habitats. The historic 

introduction of grazing stock, drains and peat cutting, has resulted in the loss of ericoid 

layers and the establishment of grassy swards which, in some places, are dominated by 

agricultural species. The heavily modified MG10 and M19 communities do not have high 

conservation value required to meet this classification. The value of the habitat is 

considered to be low. As such, in its current form, impact from the proposed development 

is expected to be insignificant. 

36 The habitats of higher value, are so degraded by intensive agricultural practice that they no 

longer support the biodiverse species assemblages for which they are normally valued. 

Consequently, the inherent ecological value of these vegetation communities is limited. 

Notably, Marsh saxifrage, Saxifraga hirculus, a qualifying feature of the Caithness and 

Sutherland Peatlands SAC was not recorded within the Study Area’s vegetation communities 

37 One of the identified NVC communities (MG10) showed potential to be ground water 

dependant. However, following the assessment using the appropriate decision tool the 

community the site is not considered to support any GWDTEs. 
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Ornithology Surveys 

38 Natural Research (Projects) Ltd (NRP) were appointed by The Applicant to prepare a report 

based on the ornithological survey work undertaken at the site of the proposal between 

April 2019 and August 2019 - allowing a full breeding season to be completed. 

39 The site is not statutorily designated at international or national levels for ornithological 

interests; however the nearest Special Protection Area (SPA) is the Caithness and Sutherland 

Peatlands SPA and Ramsar site, components of which lie adjacent on the eastern and 

western sides of the proposed development. These sites include a number of species as their 

qualifying interest including non-breeding Greenland white-fronted goose, greylag goose 

and whooper swan; breeding hen harrier, merlin, greylag goose, black-throated and red-

throated divers, common scoter and a number of waders and other species (including 

breeding herring gull, great black-backed gull and peregrine) which may fly over or use the 

development area. 

40 No bird species have been identified where there exists the potential for a significant effect. 

Therefore no further assessment under the EIA Regulations is required for ornithology.  

41 No potentially adverse effects were required to be assessed in detail and it is concluded 

that the likely effects of the proposed development on all bird species are not significant in 

relation to EIA Regulations. The magnitude of decommissioning effects on all species is 

considered to be negligible. 

42 The predicted in-isolation effects of the proposed development are considered to have no 

potential to contribute to cumulative effects and are therefore negligible across all species. 

In conclusion, for all bird species, the cumulative effects of the proposed development in-

combination with other projects in the Natural Heritage Zone (NHZ) are concluded to be 

negligible and deemed to be not significant under the terms of the EIA Regulations. 

43 In conclusion, none of the SPA’s conservation objectives would be compromised by the 

proposed development alone, or in combination with other developments. The proposed 

development would, therefore, not affect the integrity of the SPA. The likely ornithological 

effects of the proposed development were evaluated in accordance with the methodology 

described in Appendix E.1 of the Environmental Statement. It is concluded that the likely 

effects of the proposed development on all bird species are not significant under the terms 

of the EIA Regulations. 
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6.0 Archaeological and Historic Environment 

44 A Heritage Impact Assessment has been carried out by AOC Archaeology Group to assess the 

potential impacts of the proposed development upon the setting of designated heritage 

assets. The main objectives of the assessment were to identify the archaeological and 

cultural heritage value of the Site, and potential for direct and settings impacts which may 

result as a consequence of the proposed development. 

45 Completion of the assessment considers a variety of evidence for upstanding and buried 

remains of heritage interest within 1 km of the proposal: designated heritage assets within 

5 km of the Site and High Important assets of High or Very High Importance, including 

Scheduled Monuments, Category A Listed Buildings and Inventory sites between 5 km and 10 

km of the proposal. 

46 The assessment has identified no heritage assets - designated or non-designated - within the 

proposed turbine location or associated infrastructure. The closest non-designated heritage 

assets are the remains of Torran Farmstead (Site 45) c. 350m west of the proposed turbine 

location, and the potential remains of Achary Township (Site 44), as recorded on a map by 

Roy (1747-52), which are located c. 400m southwest of the proposed infrastructure of the 

turbine. In terms of potential for buried archaeological remains to be impacted, this 

assessment has judged there to be a Medium potential for prehistoric remains to survive 

due to the Site’s location between two Standing Stones (Sites 6 & 24) and to the south of 

two possible hut circles (Sites 52-53). There is judged to be a Low potential for Early Historic 

and medieval archaeology to survive, due to the paucity of remains from those dates 

recorded within the 1km Study Area. Historic mapping indicates that the Site lay in an 

agricultural landscape in the post medieval period, occupied by dispersed settlements (Sites 

43-45, 56 & 57), though it is unlikely the Site was intensively used in the period. Roy (1747-

52) recorded a small settlement annotated as ‘Taker’ to the south of the Site. As such there 

is judged to be a Medium potential for post medieval agricultural remains to survive and a 

Low potential for any other type of post medieval archaeology to be present. There have 

been no changes recorded on the Site during the modern period and the Site was found to 

be currently used for erstwhile pastureland by Tacher farmstead. As such, there is judged 

to be a Low potential for modern remains to survive. 

47 The proposed development would not appear as a separate development and would not 

increase the impact on heritage assets from the existing and consented cumulative baseline. 

It is concluded from the Heritage Impact Assessment, the effects of the upon the setting of 

designated heritage assets resulting from the proposed development will be Minor. 
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7.0 Noise  

48 A full noise assessment has been completed for the proposal by Wardell Armstrong – to 

consider the noise as a result of the proposed wind turbine. The assessment was undertaken 

according to current guidance methods, including ETSU-R-97 and the practical guidance 

from the Institute of Acoustics Good Practice Guide (IOA GPG) to undertake noise predictions 

for the development.  This ETSU report sets out nationally recognised standards and is used 

for all wind turbine and wind farm applications across the UK.    

49 A maximum noise limit was set within condition 23 of the approved Tacher A (21/02004/S42) 

and B (21/02006/S42) wind turbine permissions. These limits were compared to the rating 

level of noise emissions from the proposed candidate turbine. Noise limits expressed in dB 

LA90,10 minute as a function of the standardised wind speed (m/s) at 10 metre height as 

determined within the site averaged over 10-minute periods. It is suggested that Tacher C 

is limited to 10dB below the cumulative limit of Tacher A and B.  Subject to the proposed 

Tacher C can meet this criterion, it would not contribute to an increase of wind turbine 

noise.   

123 A total of five receptors, and the associated noise limits, were considered within the 

assessment. Noise limits have been calculated for the 5 receptors which account for existing 

cumulative noise limits, setting the Tacher C limit 10dB below cumulative limits to ensure 

no increased contribution to turbine noise. The noise predictions have been undertaken 

using a candidate turbine - Vensys 115 – 4.1MW operational Mode 0 (full) with a 72.4m hub 

height and 130m tip height. 

124 The predicted results highlight the predicted wind turbine noise at Tacher C would meet 

the fixed noise limit at all receptor locations. The Tacher C proposal is compliant with the 

ETSU-R-97 and would be at least 10dB(A) below cumulative noise limits and would therefore 

not contribute to an increase in the noise emissions from the existing and consented 

developments.  
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8.0 Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology 

50 Fluid Environmental Consulting (Fluid) assessed the potential hydrogeological, hydrological 

and geological impacts associated with the proposal. The assessment identifies the potential 

effects of the scheme and assesses the significance of these effects based on the magnitude 

of the effect and the sensitivity of the receptor(s). Impacts are assessed based on the risk 

of sedimentation and erosion; pollution; alteration of natural drainage patterns, runoff 

volumes and rates; flood risk; and alteration of the geological environment through the 

disturbance of peat. Mitigation, management and monitoring measures are then discussed 

and the residual effects relevant to geology, hydrology and hydrogeology determined. The 

full assessment is detailed with Appendix H of the Environmental Statement. 

51 The assessment has been undertaken primarily using a qualitative assessment based on 

professional judgement and statutory and general guidance, but also a quantitative 

assessment using site specific data in terms of peat depth and hydrology. The assessment 

incorporates: 

• a review of the relevant legislation, guidelines and policy; 

• a desk study to identify any existing information; 

• site visits to confirm information obtained through the desk study and the extent 

and characteristics of peatland habitat; 

• definition of the likely effects of the project on the hydrological, hydrogeological 

and geological environment; 

• assessment of the likely significance (as described in the EIA regulations) of those 

effects based on the sensitivity of the receiving environment and the likely 

magnitude of the effect; 

• discussion of the proposed mitigation measures to reduce or remove any significant 

effect; and 

• determination of the residual effects of the development subsequent to the 

implementation of the recommended mitigation measures. 

52 It’s concluded that effect significance criteria developed regarding hydrology for the 

potential effects on geology, surface water and groundwater, the likely effect from erosion 
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and sedimentation, using best practice techniques, is Medium. The infrastructure will result 

in an overall significance of Moderate. 

53 The magnitude of effect of a fuel/oil or chemical spillage and of contamination due to 

sanitary plumbing is Low/Medium. The sensitivity of on-site receptors is assessed as being 

High for the local watercourses. Therefore, the likely effect on surface water from pollution 

is mostly assessed as Minor/Moderate. 

54 Based on the effect significance criteria developed in regard to hydrology for the potential 

effects on geology, surface water and groundwater, the likely effect from alteration of 

natural drainage patterns, runoff volumes and rates, prior to mitigation and management, 

is assessed as Minor. 

55 The magnitude of potential effects of stream crossing design in impeding water flows are 

assessed as Low due to the requirement for suitable design. The significance before 

mitigation is then assessed as Minor. The flood hazard has therefore been assessed to be 

Low. 

56 Peat is almost entirely absent from the footprint of the proposed development. The minor 

amount is considered to have a Medium magnitude of effect and therefore a Low 

significance of effect on peat habitat. 

57 The magnitude and significance of potential effects was assessed, covering sedimentation/ 

erosion, pollution, alteration to natural drainage patterns and the geological resource. Prior 

to specific additional mitigation, over and above best practice techniques, there is the 

potential for effects of up to Moderate significance to occur in regard to hydrology and peat 

resource. 

58 With the additional mitigation and management plans in place, the significance of the 

residual effects of the proposal on the hydrology, hydrogeology and geology of the site would 

be Minor. 
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9.0 Electro Magnetic Interference (EMI) and Aviation 

62 Scottish Planning Policy (2014) states that proposals for energy infrastructure developments 

should always take into consideration impacts on aviation and defence interests, and 

impacts on telecommunications and broadcasting installations, particularly ensuring that 

transmission links are not compromised. 

63 Scottish Government’s planning advice relating to onshore wind turbines (2014) states: 

‘Wind turbines produce electromagnetic radiation which can interfere with broadcast 

communications and signals. Applicants should make direct contact with any authorities or 

bodies likely to have an interest - in particular, the local emergency services, local authority 

services departments, gas and electricity companies.’ 

64 The following telecommunications and aviation organisations listed in Table 1 below have 

been consulted. 

Table 1 - Responses from telecommunications and aviation organisations that have been consulted 

Consultee 
Date of Consultation 

Initiated 

Date of Consultation 

Received 
Consultation Response 

Ofcom 15/03/2022 n/a No response 

Atkins Global 15/03/2022 16/03/22 No objection 

Joint Radio Company 

(JRC) 

15/03/2022 21/04/22 No objection 

Ministry of Defence 

(MOD) 

15/03/2022 28/03/22 Comments made 

 

65 Due to the positive consultation responses received, The Applicant is confident that the 

proposed turbine is unlikely to adversely impact telecommunication links. The turbine can 

be fitted with MoD-accredited visible or infrared aviation safety lighting should this be 

deemed necessary, so as to mitigate any low-flying concerns. 
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10.0 Shadow Flicker 

66 The Applicant has undertaken shadow flicker analysis for the proposed development. 

Shadow flicker is a term that describes the effect of the sun passing behind the rotating 

blades of the turbine causing a shadow that flicks on and off. Under certain combinations 

of geographical position and time of day, properties in the local vicinity to the turbine may 

be affected by shadow flicker.  

67 Concerns have been expressed that the stroboscopic effects of shadow flicker may induce 

epilepsy or similar symptoms. However, the operating speed of the blades on the proposed 

wind turbine would cause shadow flicker at a substantially lower frequency range than that 

considered to induce photosensitive epilepsy. As a result, there are no predicted adverse 

health effects of the development caused by shadow flicker. 

67 The Highland guidance on shadow flicker, Highland Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary 

Guidance (2016), states that properties within a radius of 11 times the rotor diameter 

centred on the turbine may be affected by shadow flicker. Based on a maximum rotor 

diameter of 115m, the applicant has carried out modelling of the shadow flicker using a 

study radius of 1265m. 

68 The turbine selected for this study is the Vensys 115 turbine which has a rotor diameter of 

115m, therefore a study area of 1265m has been used. The shadow flicker effects beyond 

this distance can be considered insignificant.  

69 In total, there is a single property identified within the study area. Shadow flicker modelling 

of the house within 1265m of the wind turbine has shown that the property will not 

experience any shadow flicker as a result of the proposed development. Therefore, no 

impact from shadow flicker is expected.  
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11.0 Transport 

69 The Applicant has completed a Construction Transport Management Plan (CTMP), which 

identifies the potential impacts associated with the delivery and construction of the 

proposed wind turbine. The only significant impact is due to the movement of Heavy Goods 

Vehicles (HGVs) during the construction phase of the main building blocks to construct the 

wind turbine. The expected impact associated with the transport and construction of this 

single wind turbine is modest in scale and duration. 

70 Although the assessment identifies the route to be used, every Local Council, Highway and 

Police authority will be consulted regarding the proposed route prior to delivery of the wind 

turbine.  

71 The turbine components and ancillary construction plant will be transported by road using 

the strategic and local highway network. Whilst the exact details of the route along the 

strategic highway network have not been finalised, it is likely that the route into the 

Highlands will be along the A9 corridor from the Port of Inverness.  

72 The route will utilise the A9 for an estimated 140km before turning left and entering 

agricultural land. The approved site entrance and onsite access tracks for the existing 

Tacher applications (21/02004/S42 and 21/02006/S42) will be utilised to exit the A9. The 

construction of an additional section of new access track will be required from the approved 

access track on site – to the proposed Tacher C location. Sections of the main highways may 

need the use of the full width of the carriageway for long loads and hence would require a 

police escort. 

73 The installation of the proposed turbine will involve an estimated 30 abnormal load (HGV) 

movements for the main turbine components and a number of construction vehicle 

movements. 

74 The potential impact of the HGV traffic associated with the proposed wind turbine 

construction should, because of the scale and duration, have minimal impact and cause 

minimal disruption to other road users in the local area. Removal of all road furniture will 

be temporary, and fully reinstated following the installation. 
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12.0 Public Consultation 

76 Although there is no statutory requirement in Scotland to hold public consultations for 

developments under 20MW, The Applicant feels that it is important to meet members of the 

community before submitting an application, so they are informed about the proposal and 

have an opportunity to ask questions or seek further clarity about any aspect of the proposal. 

77 In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the public consultation event was held online on 

Wednesday the 5th of May 2022 - between 3.00-7.00pm. The full suite of reports and 

summary are included within the following designated webpage 

https://cleanearthenergy.com/projects/tacher-c/.  

78 A public notice for the event was placed in the John O’Groat Journal and in the Caithness 

Courier newspaper on the 21st and 28th April 2022.   

79 To ensure local residents were aware of the public consultation event, The Applicant sent 

invitations two weeks before the event to all properties within 3km of the site that may be 

impacted by the proposed turbine development. Six properties were notified and an 

additional notification letter was sent to Latheron, Lybster and Clyth Community Council on 

the 19th of April 2022. 

80 The aim of the consultation is for The Applicant to communicate the proposed development 

to members of the local community and provide them with an opportunity to discuss views, 

opinions, and concerns. 

81 A proactive approach was used to ensure that all interested parties had the appropriate 

platforms in which they could raise concerns. Questionnaires were designed to monitor 

attitudes towards the proposal and to give members of the community the ability to raise 

concerns and voice their opinions on the project. The template of the questionnaire can be 

viewed in the full Public Consultation Report in Appendix L of the Environmental Statement. 

82 No members of the public called to enquire or book a slot for the public consultation. The 

project webpage and project-specific email address will remain live throughout the planning 

process through which local residents can continue to ask questions should they arise. 
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13.0 Socioeconomic 

81 An assessment has been completed to assess the affect the proposed wind development 

could have on the local communities, economy and tourism as well as considering 

stakeholders and key businesses in the region. 

82 The site lies within an agricultural setting, in Latheron, Lybster and Clyth Community 

Council area of the Highlands. Although there are towns within the Highlands there are no 

major cities in the vicinity, with the nearest being Inverness located over 100km away to 

the southwest. Wick, with a population of around 7,040 4, lies around 18.5km east from the 

proposal and is the most north-easterly town in the UK. The town has rich heritage with a 

historical role in herring fishing. 

83 Farmland and subsequent agriculture activities are common within the vicinity of the 

proposal. There are many different tourist attractions within the Latheron, Lybster and 

Clyth Community, which contribute to the cultural heritage value in Highlands, some of 

which are in near proximity to the site, as detailed with Table 2. A study area of 10km has 

been used to assess potential effects of the proposal.  

Table 2 - Tourist Attractions in Relation to the Site 

Tourist Site Type of Activity Distance to proposal 

River Thurso Fishing Beats Recreation 2.9km NW 

Spittal Museum and 

Community Centre 

Historical 6.0km N 

Achanarras Quarry Nature Reserve 7.1km NW 

Achalone Activities Recreation 9.6km NW 

Camster Cairns Recreation 9.6km SW 

 

84 The proposed turbine is not expected to have any significant adverse impacts on tourism, 

recreation, and social attractions in the local area. 

85 The Scottish Government – policy statement draft 20215 which examined the potential 

economic impact of onshore wind development, concluded that overall, there is no evidence 

 
4 https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/population/population-
estimates/settlements-and-localities/mid-2016/list-of-tables - [accessed 16.03.22] 
5 https://www.gov.scot/publications/onshore-wind-policy-statement-refresh-2021-consultative-draft/pages/6/ - [accessed 
17.03.22] 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/population/population-estimates/settlements-and-localities/mid-2016/list-of-tables
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/population/population-estimates/settlements-and-localities/mid-2016/list-of-tables
https://www.gov.scot/publications/onshore-wind-policy-statement-refresh-2021-consultative-draft/pages/6/
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to suggest a negative impact on the economy of Scotland in relation to wind development 

is expected. An increase in tourism is likely to occur if wind developments are further 

supported and offer an opportunity for additional recreational activities to be included 

alongside wind farms. 

86 The project has been assessed as having an overall positive socio-economic impact on the 

local area. The turbine represents a significant additional source of revenue for local 

businesses within the construction industry which will ripple onto the other local businesses 

in the wider community. Furthermore, provision of a community benefit fund will also help 

much needed community projects to continue to flourish or to be established. 
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14.0 Conclusion 

87 This Non-technical Summary has addressed a wide range of possible effects on the 

environment from the proposed wind turbine, and demonstrates that the proposed single 

wind turbine on land at Tacher C:  

• Is in line with national guidance and is supported by national, regional and local 

policy on renewable energy and sustainable development; 

• Will not give rise to significant additional landscape and visual impact, due to its 

siting close to the existing Bad A Cheo Wind Farm such that it would be seen as a 

single addition; 

• Will not adversely impact any habitats or species of nature conservation importance; 

• Will have no adverse impacts on heritage assets and their settings; 

• Will meet all noise criteria given in ETSU-R-97; 

• Will not adversely impact hydrology, with application of the appropriate mitigation 

measures; 

• Will not adversely impact telecommunication links or aviation interests in the region; 

• Will produce no shadow flicker on the residents of the properties located nearest to 

the proposed wind turbine; and 

• Will not have a significant impact on transportation networks. 

88 The proposal will generate approximately 11.4GWh of renewable energy the equivalent of 

powering over 2,400 Highland homes, in turn saving 2,413 metric tonnes of carbon each year 

- Significantly contribute towards national and local targets to produce renewable energy 

and contribute to the security of the UK’s energy market.  

89 The Environmental Impact Assessment of the proposed development has not determined any 

exceptional circumstances that outweigh the legislation and planning policy relevant to this 

renewable energy development. Therefore, this planning application for a single wind 

turbine at Tacher C should be granted planning permission. 
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Purchase Options  

Copies of this Environmental Statement can be purchased direct from Clean Earth from 

the address provided below, email (tacherc.project@cleanearthenergy.com) or phone 

(01208 510012) for £250 (printed) or £100 (digital).  
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