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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2017 
 
RIAGHAILTEAN DEALBHAIDH BAILE IS DÙTHCHA (MEASADH BUAIDH ÀRAINNEACHD) 
(ALBA) 2017 
 
PROPOSAL: INSTALLATION OF TURBINE (MAX TIP HEIGHT 130M) 
LOCATION: LAND NORTH OF TACHER, LATHERON 
 
I refer to the above proposed development and to your request, dated 16 March 2022, for a Screening 
Opinion under Regulation 6 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 (hereafter referred to as 'the 2011 Regulations'). 
 
 

Screening Opinion 
 
It is considered that Environmental Impact Assessment IS required for the development 
described in the letter and information accompanying your screening request. 

 
The rationale behind this screening opinion is as follows: 
 

 
1. The proposal falls within the definition of 'Schedule 2 development' (Regulation 2 - 

Interpretation), in that it meets and/or exceeds 15 metres in height from ground to hub and, 
having screened it against the selection criteria outlined in Schedule 3 (including cumulative 
impact, pollution, impact on natural resources/the natural environment, environmental quality 
and the historic environment), the potential impact on the receiving environment is considered 
to be significant.  

 



 

 

Potential Significant Effects on the Receiving Environment 
 

• The development is considered to fall under the provisions of a Multi-Stage Consent in relation 
to the consented Tachers A and B schemes, while the 3no turbines would likely to be 
constructed in unison; 

• The landscape and visual impacts of the proposal should be assessed with particular regard to 
the impact on key visual receptors, including the setting of population centres, scheduled 
monuments, core paths and including recreational users of the outdoors, designated 
landscapes and road users; traffic and transport both individually and cumulatively with the 
consented Tachers A and B schemes; and, use of natural resources individually and 
cumulatively. 

• The proposal is approximately 200 metres from the Caithness and Sutherland Special 
Protection Area (SPA) and therefore could potentially have significant impacts due to potential 
collisions with, disturbance and displacement effects on the qualifying interests of the SPA. 

• The proposal is approximately 200 metres from the Caithness and Sutherland Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) and therefore could potentially have significant impacts on the qualifying 
interests of the SAC. 

• The proposal is approximately 400m upstream of the River Thurso SAC and therefore could 
potentially have significant impacts on the downstream SAC.  

• The proposal is less than 2km from the Causeymire and Knockfin Flows Wild Land Area 
(WLA) and therefore may have potentially significant landscape and visual impacts on the 
WLA including cumulative impacts. 

• The proposal is within 1km of residential properties so a detailed assessment of the potential 
impacts on public health and residential amenity is required. 

• There are nearby Sites of Special Scientific Interest of national importance including the 
Shielton Peatlands and Blar Nam Faoileag. 

 
 
Next Steps: Scoping Opinion 
 
You are now required to prepare an Environmental Impact Assessment report and submit this 
alongside any future planning application. We are unable to approve a planning application for EIA 
development where an EIA report has not been submitted. 
 
Guidance on what should be included within an EIA report can be found in Schedule 4 of the 2017 
Regulations; however, you are strongly encouraged to ask us for a Scoping Opinion under Regulation 
14 prior to any work starting on the preparation of an EIA report . A Scoping Opinion will help to 
identify the main issues and also enable less significant issues to be removed from the scope of the 
EIA report  at an early stage. 
 
Scoping Opinions should be requested in writing and your request should be accompanied by as 
much information as possible. Doing so will enable us to identify the scope of the EIA report  as 
comprehensively and accurately as possible. The more information you are able to provide, the more 
focused the Scoping Opinion is likely to be; this may reduce the amount of work required in the 
preparation of the EIA report . 
 
 



 

 

Screening Direction from the Scottish Government 
 
If you disagree with this Screening Opinion, you may submit a request to the Scottish Government for 
a Screening Direction under Regulation 7 of the 2017 Regulations.  
 

The Scottish Government 
Directorate for the Built Environment 
Planning Decisions  
2H South 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 

 
Please note that you must notify us of any such request in writing and provide us with a copy of all 
documentation submitted; this enables us to make representations to the Scottish Government under 
Regulation 7(2). 
 
Should you require any further information or clarification on any of the above, please do not hesitate 
to contact me on 01349 868664. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Mark Fitzpatrick 
Planner 
 

Please Note: This screening opinion does not constitute pre-application planning advice. The merits of the 
proposed development have not been assessed, nor has its acceptability in terms of material planning 
considerations and development plan policy. 

 


