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Executive Summary - English 

Ecus Ltd was commissioned by Clean Earth Energy Ltd in July 2022 to prepare a historic environment 

desk-based assessment to inform a planning application for the erection of a single wind turbine, with 

associated infrastructure and access, on land at North Court Farm. The wind turbine is situated at National 

Grid Reference (NGR) 341151, 186302.   

This HEDBA addresses the potential impacts of the proposed wind turbine on archaeology, built heritage 

and historic landscapes. This HEDBA has been informed by a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

(LVIA) and Zone of Theoretical Visibility to understand the potential impacts. This HEDBA has concluded 

that: 

• A programme of archaeological work will be required on the Site to ensure any remains are 

secured and preserved by record. This is due to the Site being located within an 

Archaeologically Sensitive Area with potential for archaeological and paleoenvironmental 

remains of prehistoric to medieval date; 

•  No harm to Wilcrick Hill Camp (Scheduled Monument; MM127), Magnor and Redwick 

Conservation Areas and Brick House (Grade II Listed; 3060); and a 

• Slight impact on the Gwent Levels with a slight direct physical impact on HLCA09 and no 

indirect physical impact. 

The impacts and effects of the proposed wind turbine on the historic environment should also be 

considered in the planning process against the benefits of increasing renewable power in relation to both 

climate change and energy self-sufficiency. Impacts on designated historic assets would also be temporary 

and reversible upon commissioning. 
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Executive Summary – Welsh 

Comisiynwyd Ecus Ltd gan Clean Earth Energy Ltd ym mis Gorffennaf 2022 i baratoi asesiad desg 

amgylchedd hanesyddol i lywio cais cynllunio ar gyfer codi un tyrbin gwynt, gyda seilwaith a mynediad 

cysylltiedig, ar dir yn North Court Farm. Mae’r tyrbin gwynt wedi’i leoli yng Nghyfeirnod Grid Cenedlaethol 

(NGR) 341151, 186302. 

Mae'r HEDBA hwn yn mynd i'r afael ag effeithiau posibl y tyrbin gwynt arfaethedig ar archeoleg, treftadaeth 

adeiledig a thirweddau hanesyddol. Mae’r HEDBA hwn wedi’i lywio gan Asesiad o’r Effaith ar y Dirwedd a 

Gweledol (LVIA) a Pharth Gwelededd Damcaniaethol i ddeall yr effeithiau posibl. Mae’r HEDBA hwn wedi 

dod i’r casgliad: 

• Bydd angen rhaglen o waith archeolegol ar y Safle i sicrhau bod unrhyw weddillion yn cael eu 

diogelu a'u cadw trwy gofnod. Mae hyn oherwydd bod y Safle wedi'i leoli o fewn Ardal Archeolegol 

Sensitif gyda photensial ar gyfer olion archeolegol ac amgylcheddol paleo o'r cyfnod 

cynhanesyddol i ganoloesol; 

• Dim niwed i Wersyll Wilcrick Hill (Heneb Gofrestredig; MM127), Ardaloedd Cadwraeth Magnor a 

Redwick a Brick House (Rhestredig Gradd II; 3060); ac  

• Ychydig o effaith ar Wastadeddau Gwent gydag ychydig o effaith ffisegol uniongyrchol ar HLCA09 

a dim effaith ffisegol anuniongyrchol. 

Dylid hefyd ystyried effeithiau'r tyrbin gwynt arfaethedig ar yr amgylchedd hanesyddol yn y broses 

gynllunio yn erbyn manteision cynyddu pŵer adnewyddadwy mewn perthynas â newid hinsawdd a 

hunangynhaliaeth ynni. Byddai'r effeithiau ar asedau hanesyddol dynodedig hefyd yn rhai dros dro ac yn 

wrthdroadwy adeg comisiynu. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Project Background 

1.1.1 Ecus Ltd was commissioned by Clean Earth Energy Ltd to prepare a Historic Environment Desk-

Based Assessment (HEDBA) to inform a planning application for the erection of a single wind 

turbine, with associated infrastructure and access, on land at North Court Farm. The wind turbine 

is situated at National Grid Reference (NGR) 341151, 186302 and is hereafter referred to as the 

Site (Figure 1).  

1.2 The Site 

1.2.1 The Site is located within an agricultural field situated to the south of the A4810 and north of Rush 

Wall Lane (Plate 1). Areas of dense mature hedgerow and trees are located to the north and west 

and entry into the field is from the north west corner. The agricultural field is crossed by an existing 

access route which provides access to a wind turbine in the field south of Rush Wall Lane.  

 

Plate 1: View of the Site looking north west 

1.2.2 Located on the north west side of the A4810 is a large area of industrial units with associated car 

parking. The village of Magnor lies over c. 900 m north east of the Site and the village of Redwick 

over c. 1.9 km to the south. The landscape surrounding the Site is in agricultural fields crossed by 

roads, access trackways and drainage ditches.  

1.2.3 The underlying geology is mapped as Mercia Mudstone Group, a sedimentary bedrock formed 

during the Triassic period. This is overlaid by superficial deposits of clay and silt (Tidal Flat 
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Deposits) formed during the Quaternary Period (British Geological Surveyor 2022).  

1.3 Aims and Objectives 

1.3.1 The purpose of this HEDBA is to determine, as far as is reasonably possible from existing records 

and observations, an understanding of the historic environment resource within and surrounding 

the Site in order to formulate:  

• an assessment of the potential for historic assets to survive within the area of study;  

• an assessment of significance of the known or predicted historic assets;   

• strategies for further evaluation whether or not intrusive, where the nature, extent or 

significance of the resource is not sufficiently well defined; and 

• an assessment of the impact of the proposed wind turbine on the significance of the historic 

assets and their settings.  

1.4 Regulatory and Policy Context  

1.4.1 There is national legislation and guidance relating to the protection of, and development on, or 

near, important archaeological sites or historical buildings within planning regulations. In addition, 

local authorities are responsible for the protection of the historic environment within the planning 

system.  Further detail of the relevant, legislation, policy and guidance is provided in Appendix 1.  
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2. Methodology 

2.1 Standards  

2.1.1 This assessment is undertaken in accordance with:  

• Guide to Good Practice on using the register of landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales in the 

Planning and Development Process (Cadw, 2007, 2nd edition) 

• Conservation Principals for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment in Wales 

(Cadw 2011); 

• Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment (Welsh Government 2017); 

• Setting of Historic Assets in Wales (Cadw 2017a);  

• Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales (Cadw 2017b); 

• National Standard and Guidance to Best Practice for Collecting and Depositing Archaeological 

Archives in Wales (2017 and 2019); 

• Managing Change to Listed Buildings in Wales (Cadw 2017c); 

• Managing Scheduled Monuments in Wales (Cadw 2018); 

• Guidance for the Submission of Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records (HERs) 

(2018); 

• Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ (CIfA) Code of Conduct (2019); and 

• CIfA’s Standard and guidance for historic environment desk-based assessment (CIfA, 2020). 

2.2 Scope of Assessment  

2.2.1 The initial step of the heritage assessment process is the identification of historic assets likely to 

be affected due to their presence within the scheme or due to sensitivity of their setting. This is 

informed through a desk-based study and site visit.  

Consultation 

2.2.2 The methodology for the assessment was agreed with the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust 

(GGAT) Historic Environment Record (GGATHER) via email. 

2.2.3 No further consultation was undertaken for the purpose of this HEDBA as per Client instruction. 

Study Areas 

2.2.4 The spatial scope of the assessment was defined by a 5 km study area for designated historic 

assets. This was further refined through the application of a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) to 
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determine which assets could potentially have intervisibility with the proposed turbine. 

2.2.5 The ZTV comprised both a 2.5 km, 5 km, 10 km and 15k m buffer. Whilst all designated historic 

assets within these areas were assessed, only those identified to comprise potential heritage 

constraints were subject to further assessment in this HEDBA.  

2.2.6 A cumulative buffer of 23 km was used in the ZTV/LVIA.  

2.2.7 The spatial scope of the assessment was defined by a 1 km study area around the Site to inform 

the archaeological potential.  

Sources 

2.2.8 The following sources were consulted to inform the presence of historic assets within the study 

area, and to form a baseline for the assessment of their significance:  

• national heritage datasets on Cadw, an online service developed by the Welsh Government’s 

Historic Environment Department containing descriptions of designated historic assets in 

Wales; 

• GGATHER and the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales 

(RCAHMW). These sources comprise a database of all recorded archaeological sites, 

findspots and archaeological events within the study area; 

• GGATHER’s the Gwent Levels historic landscape characterisation study (n.d.); 

• online sources including mapping, relevant primary and secondary sources; 

• LiDAR imagery; 

• Amalgam Landscape’s (2023) Land at North Court Farm wind turbine, Redwick, Caldicot 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment; 

• Redwick Conservation Area Appraisal (Newport City Council (NCC) 2002); 

• Magnor Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Proposals (Monmouthshire County 

Council (MCC) 2016); and a 

• a site visit and walkover survey.  

2.2.9 A bibliography of documentary, archive, and cartographic sources consulted is included in the 

References section of this report. 

LVIA 

2.2.10 The LVIA incorporates a series of figures, photomontages and ZTV models; although these were 

utilised to inform this assessment, they have not been produced as part of this HEDBA.  
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2.2.11 It is strongly recommended that this HEDBA be read in conjunction with the LVIA.  

GGATHER Data 

2.2.12 All of the spatial data held by the GGATHER for the study areas was requested, assessed and 

analysed as part of this assessment. Whilst all data obtained from the GGATHER was reviewed 

as part of this assessment, not all data records are reproduced on the accompanying figures. Data 

not reproduced comprises: 

•  non-intrusive archaeological events (i.e. Desk-Based Assessments (DBAS)) although these 

are listed in Appendix 2; 

• duplicate data records; and 

• report archive points. 

RCAHMW 

2.2.13 All of the spatial data held by the RCAHMW for the study areas was requested, assessed and 

analysed as part of this assessment. The RCAHMW material is Crown copyright [and/or Crown 

database right] and is reproduced with the permission of Royal Commission on the Ancient and 

Historical Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW), under delegated authority from The Keeper of Public 

Records. 

Site Visit 

2.2.14 A site visit was undertaken in August 2022 to assess the general character of the Site, identify 

historic assets not identified through desk-based review, and to assess the heritage value and 

sensitivity of historic assets within the study area. Historic assets outside of the Site were visited 

to assess the attributes of their setting that contribute to their significance.  

2.2.15 Conditions during the site visit were dry and clear. A good level of visibility was afforded. 

Assumptions and Limitations  

2.2.16 This report is compiled using secondary information derived from a variety of sources, only some 

have been directly examined. The assumption is made that this data as well as that derived from 

other secondary sources, is reasonably accurate. In addition, the records held by the GGATHER 

and RCAHMW represents a record of a wide range of information derived from historical sources 

and previous archaeological discoveries and does not preclude the subsequent discovery of further 

elements of the historic environment that are, at present, unknown.  

2.2.17 Archival material relating to the Site and study area was consulted using online sources. Material 

held at Gwent Archives and Glamorgan Archives was not consulted in-person as an initial review 

of the online catalogues did not reveal any further sources which would provide any additional 
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detail to that which can be obtained from online. Whilst there may be other material held in private 

collections, local repositories and other data repositories, it was not possible to view these as part 

of the assessment. The National Library of Wales online database1 was utilised for accessing the 

maps and all Ordnance Survey (OS) mapping was obtained online and is provided in Appendix 4. 

2.2.18 Whilst sources were reviewed in order to determine and provide geological context for the Site, no 

borehole data is available from the Site to provide a review of the sequence of deposits. 

2.2.19 LiDAR imagery available for the Site does not record any archaeological features within the Site. 

Whilst it does illustrate the historic development of the surrounding agricultural landscape, with 

former field boundaries and layout visible, it provides no new information relating to the Site.  

2.2.20 A site visit was undertaken as part of this assessment to identify any potential archaeological 

remains. Despite sufficient access being afforded to the majority Site, observations are limited 

since they can survive below-ground with no surface indications.  

2.2.21 There was sufficient access to the surrounding landscape from Public Rights of Way. Due to 

location of the scheduled monuments and majority of historic buildings on private land, no access 

was afforded to their immediate grounds. As such, an assessment of the likely impacts upon the 

significance of the assets due to changes to their setting was taken from the adjacent footpaths 

and roads. 

2.2.22 This report has been compiled based on the level of information provided by the project team at 

the time of completion. Where possible as much detail has been provided to inform understanding 

about potential impacts.  

2.3 Assessment of Significance  

2.3.1 The Historic Environment (Wales) Act and Planning Policy Wales recommends that, in determining 

applications, local planning authorities should require applicants to describe the significance of any 

historic assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting.  

2.3.2 The significance of historic assets is defined in terms of their value to this and future generations, 

deriving not only from their physical presence, but also from their setting. This value is best defined 

by the Cadw guidance Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of the Historic 

Environment in Wales (2011) which describes value as a combination of evidential, historical, 

aesthetic and communal: 

• evidential value: derives from those elements of an historic asset that can provide evidence 

about past human activity, including its physical remains or historic fabric. These may be 

 
1 Available at: https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/maps.  

https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/maps
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visible and relatively easy to assess, or they may be buried below ground, under water or be 

hidden by later fabric. These remains provide the primary evidence for when and how an 

historic asset was made or built, what it was used for and how it has changed over time. 

Additional evidential values can be gained from documentary sources, pictorial records and 

archaeological archives or museum collections. 

• historical value: derives from particular aspects of past life or it might be associated with a 

notable family, person, event or movement – often connects past people, events and aspects 

of life with the present. It can be illustrative or associative. The functions of a historic asset 

may change over time. 

• aesthetic value: derives from the way in which people draw sensory and intellectual 

stimulation from an historic asset. It may include its physical form and how it lies within its 

setting. It can also be the result of conscious design or how it has evolved over time – or a 

combination of both.  

• communal value: derives from the meanings that an historic asset has for the people who 

relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective memory or experience. It may be 

commemorative or symbolic, and relate to identity or collective memory (Cadw 2011, p. 16-

17). 

2.3.3 Historic assets can also have social value, acting as a source of social interaction, distinctiveness 

or coherence; economic value providing a valuable source of income or employment; or spiritual 

value emanating from religious beliefs or modern perceptions of the spirit of a place.  

2.3.4 All historic assets have a setting, and features of a setting can make a positive, negative or neutral 

contribution to the significance, and may affect the appreciation of the asset.  

2.3.5 The heritage value of an asset’s setting is assessed in accordance with the Technical Advice Note 

24 – The Historic Environment (Welsh Government 2017), Setting of Historic Assets in Wales 

(Cadw 2017a) and guidance which has been widely adopted by local planning authorities in Wales. 

A stepped approach is implemented in this assessment which will overall consider the physical 

surroundings of the asset (including its relationship with other historic assets); the way in which the 

asset is appreciated, and the asset’s associations and patterns of use. 

2.3.6 The overall significance of a historic asset is the sum value of its interest expressed within this 

report on a six-point scale of Very High, High, Medium, Low, Negligible and Unknown using the 

criteria presented in Table 2.  

2.3.7 The contribution of a given site or application area to an asset’s significance is assessed in order 

to provide a basis for assessing the sensitivity of the historic asset to change within that specific 
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area. The criteria for this assessment are presented in Table 3.  

2.3.8 Non-designated historic assets are considered an important feature of the local built environment 

and thus requires consideration as part of the planning process.  

Table 1: Criteria for determining the significance of historic assets 

Heritage Significance  Criteria 

Very High  
World Heritage Sites and the individual attributes that convey their Outstanding 
Universal Value, or non-designated historic assets of demonstrable 
international heritage value. 

High  

Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings (Grade I, II*, II), Conservation Areas, 
Registered Historic Parks and Gardens (Grade I, II*, II), Registered Battlefields, 
Protect Wreck Site, or non-designated historic assets of demonstrable national 
importance due to their heritage value. 

Medium 
Locally Listed Buildings and Landscapes, or non-designated historic assets of 
demonstrable regional importance due to their heritage value. 

Low  Non-designated historic assets of demonstrably limited heritage value. 

Negligible 
Non-designated historic asset of very limited heritage value, typically due to 
poor preservation, survival or restricted contextual associations. 

Unknown  
The significance of the historic asset cannot be ascertained from available 
evidence. 

Table 2: Criteria for valuing the contribution of the Site to the significance of historic assets 

Contribution of Site  Criteria 

High Contribution  
The site possesses attributes that make a strong positive contribution to the 
understanding and/or appreciation of the interests that embodies its significance. 

Medium Contribution  
The site possesses attributes that make some positive contribution to the 
understanding and/or appreciation of the interests that embodies its significance. 

Low Contribution  
The site possesses attributes that make little positive contribution to the 
understanding and/or appreciation of the interests that embodies its significance. 

Neutral Contribution 
The site does not contribute to the understanding and/or appreciation of the 
interests that embodies its significance 

Negative Contribution 
A site detracts from the understanding and/or appreciation of the interests that 
define the significance of a historic asset. 
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2.4 Criteria for Assessing Magnitude of Impact 

2.4.1 Impacts may be positive, neutral or negative. The magnitude of impacts (summation of direct and 

indirect impacts) on historic assets, notably the buildings proposed for residential conversion, has 

been assigned a value of: 

• Major – change to key such that the resource is totally altered and/or comprehensive changes 

to setting; 

• Moderate  - change to elements and/or or its setting such that the resource is significantly 

modified; 

• Minor – change to elements such that the asset is significantly different and/or changes to the 

setting are noticeably altered; 

• Negligible – slight changes to elements or setting that hardly affect it; or 

• No change – no change to elements or setting.  

2.4.2 Within these the effect can be: 

• Beneficial (positive); 

• Adverse (negative); and 

• Neutral (Cadw 2017a, p. 9; Cadw 2017b, p. 9-10). 
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3. Historic Environment Baseline 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 The following section identifies known historic assets that may have the potential to receive effects 

from the proposed wind turbine, compiled from sources listed in Section 2.  

3.1.2 Previous intrusive archaeological events recorded on the GGATHER are illustrated on Figure 3. 

All previous archaeological events recorded on the GGATHER in the study area are listed in 

Appendix 2. In Section 3.2. the events are referred to by their GATTHER reference. 

3.1.3 The GGATHER assets are assigned a number with an identification prefix which is referenced 

within the text for ease of reference, are depicted on Figure 3 and listed in Appendix 2.  

3.1.4 The Gwent Levels, designated as the Outstanding Historic Landscape in Wales of the Gwent 

Levels, is illustrated on Figure 4. 

3.1.5 All other designated historic assets, including the Gwent Levels, in a 5 km study area are illustrated 

on Figure 6. Only those identified for further assessment (Section 4) and illustrated on Figure 7 are 

listed in Appendix 2.  

3.2 Previous Archaeological Interventions  

3.2.1 There has been a total of 41 previous archaeological interventions within the 1 km study area and 

are listed in Appendix 2.  

3.2.2 No previous intrusive archaeological investigations have been untaken within the Site. It does fall 

within part of a wider landscape which has been subject to desk-based research comprising the 

following: 

• a series of Rapid Coastline Zone Assessments undertaken in the 1990s along the coastline of 

Wales by the Welsh Archaeological Trusts (E006100); 

• the Rural Settlement of Roman Britain project (E005431); and 

• the Newport Landscapes Landscape Strategy which was produced to provide a landscape 

framework for the area (E002401). 

3.2.3 In addition to the above the Site formed part of the study area for a HEDBA produced by Ecus Ltd 

in September 2019 to inform the planning application for the construction of a single wind turbine 

to the immediate south of the Site. 

3.2.4 The closest intrusive archaeological investigation in proximity to the Site, c. 490 m to the north, 
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comprises a watching brief undertaken by Cambrian Archaeological Projects in 2010 at Sycamore 

Cottage in Llandevenny during redevelopment works. No archaeological finds, features or deposits 

were recorded. 

3.2.5 Where archaeological investigations in the study area have produced evidence, this is discussed 

where relevant in Section 3.3 below. 

3.3 Historic and Archaeological Baseline 

Prehistoric and Roman 

3.3.1 There are three records on the GGATHER relating to the prehistoric period. These relate to pre-

roman peat extraction and deposits (1-3) recorded during archaeological investigations on the 

Gwent Europark over c. 620 m north west of the Site. 

3.3.2 Although not assigned a specific period, there is one further data record on the GGATHER which 

relates to peat layers (GGAT07556g; labelled as ‘not Applicable’ on Figure 3) found during 

boreholes and test pits. Recorded at depths of 2.5 m + Ordnance Datum they are recorded on the 

GGATHER as ‘probable dating between 1st and 5th millennium BC’. 

3.3.3 Evidence of roman activity in the study area recorded on the GGATHER relates to the remains of 

a boat (4), alongside a timber and stone waterfront structure of 3rd to 4th century date in a silted 

palaeochannel (5), and a second structure comprising a stone wall of rough slabs (6), all c. 780 m 

north west from the Site. The data record on the GGATHER suggests that the structure may 

comprise a former jetty/landing stage or timber bridge.  

3.3.4 Further evidence of roman activity in the study area relates to transportation and movement with 

sections of road surfaces, and several phases of use, recorded over c. 640 m north west of the 

Site (7-8). Roman pottery was also recorded during archaeological investigations on the Gwent 

Europark in the north western extent of the excavation area (7).  

Early medieval and Medieval 

3.3.5 There are no data records relating to the early medieval period recorded on the GGATHER within 

the study area.  

3.3.6 Evidence of medieval activity in the study area on GGATHER relates to a possible slaughter house 

(11) discovered during archaeological investigations c. 850 m west from the Site. The slaughter 

house lies within Caldicot Moor, which encompasses Green Moor. This was an important grazing 

area for cattle and that usage is reflected in the landscape formation of funnel-shaped field 

boundaries through which livestock were channelled to the commons (Tuck 2007). A stone 

pathway discovered adjacent to the slaughter house is suggested to have been used as a trackway 
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(13) and an enclosure, possibly related, is recorded in the close proximity (12).  

3.3.7 Further evidence of medieval activity on the GGATHER in the study area relates to former chapels 

which no longer exist (9-10).  

Post-medieval and Twentieth Century 

3.3.8 Evidence of post-medieval activity recorded by the GGATHER and RCAHMW in the study area 

relates to cottages (14 and 17), a pond (15), a former quarry (16) and a pillbox (18). The closest of 

these to the Site comprises the pillbox c. 560 m north east from the Site. 

3.3.9 Twentieth century data records in the study area on the GGATHER comprise a possible air crash 

site although its exact location is unknown, (19) and two pillboxes (20-21).  

Unknown 

3.3.10 There are two data records not assigned to a data period on the GGATHER and RCAHMW in the 

study area. These relate to an incomplete round angled sub-rectangular ditched and bank 

enclosure (22) and a record relating to the settlement of Magor (23). The latter relates to a general 

data record and no further information from RCAHMW is available. Its location, as illustrated on 

Figure 3, does not correspond with the existing settlement and is considered to be an inaccuracy.  

3.4 Historic Mapping  

3.4.1 The earliest historic map viewed for the purpose of this HEDBA was the Parish of the Plan of Magor 

in the County of Monmouth dating to 18472. This illustrates the Site comprising part of a post-

medieval enclosed agricultural land characterised by uniformity, regular field patterns and 

boundaries and straight roads. Rush Wall North Reen is recorded immediately south of the Site 

and the Site is recorded in the accompanying Tithe Apportionment as under pasture occupied by 

James Curnock and owned by Martha Williams. 

3.4.2 OS mapping from the late nineteenth century onwards records limited change within the Site, which 

remained part of a well-defined post-medieval enclosed landscape. No substantial change is 

recorded in this landscape until the late twentieth century when the A4810 was constructed 

resulting in a removal of internal field boundaries and amalgamation of former fields to create the 

existing character and appearance of the field, in which the Site is located, present today.  

3.5 Google Earth Imagery 

3.5.1 Available Google Earth imagery for the Site records it in agricultural use correlating with the OS 

 
2 Available at: 
https://places.library.wales/viewer/4643194#?cv=&h=27&c=&m=&s=&manifest=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F4643194%2
Fmanifest.json&xywh=349%2C8541%2C9655%2C5272  

https://places.library.wales/viewer/4643194#?cv=&h=27&c=&m=&s=&manifest=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F4643194%2Fmanifest.json&xywh=349%2C8541%2C9655%2C5272
https://places.library.wales/viewer/4643194#?cv=&h=27&c=&m=&s=&manifest=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F4643194%2Fmanifest.json&xywh=349%2C8541%2C9655%2C5272


Land at North Court Farm –  
Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment 

13 

 

mapping discussed above in the late twentieth century.  

3.5.2 Available imagery from the early twenty-first century records a series of linear features orientated 

roughly north west to south east, which appear to possibly be associated with or comprise drainage 

channels in the field in which the Site is located. Several of the linears visible also correlate with 

former historic field boundaries.  

3.5.3 The available imagery also records the presence of an access track running through the field in 

which the Site is located, following the field boundaries, before transversing across the lane to the 

south and out across the wider landscape. The access trackway for the extant wind turbine in the 

field south of the Site follows the majority of the route of this agricultural access trackway.  

3.5.4 A review of Google Earth imagery did not record any archaeological features within the Site.  

3.6 The Gwent Levels – Historic Landscape 

Overview  

3.6.1 The Site is currently situated just under c. 3 km north west from the Severn Estuary. The Site is 

located within an area (Figure 4) which was formed through the reclamation of land from the Severn 

Estuary and is located within the area designated as the Outstanding Historic Landscape in Wales 

of the Gwent Levels. The Gwent Levels are an extensive low-lying area of estuarine alluvium 

located on the north side of the Severn Estuary in south east Wales between Cardiff and the River 

Rhymney in the west and Chepstow on the River Wye in the east (GGAT n.d).  

3.6.2 The Gwent Levels is also understood to be an Archaeologically Sensitive Area identified by 

Newport City Council.  

Historic Development 

3.6.3 At the end of the Iron Age, the landscape surrounding the Site comprised a tidally inundated 

saltmarsh. During the Roman period the Levels were enclosed with a sea wall to prevent further 

flooding and the land was drained with ditches. During this period it has been suggested that the 

Roman army based at Caerleon used the rich meadow land to graze their cavalry horses; this is 

evidenced by the high proportion of horse bones from excavations of a Roman settlement at 

Rumney Great Wharf.  

3.6.4 During the post-Roman period the sea defences failed and the surrounding area including the Site 

became a saltmarsh with the Roman ground surface buried beneath alluvium. The area was 

subsequently re-colonised after the Anglo-Norman conquest in the late eleventh century.  

3.6.5 During this period the sea walls were rebuilt and a new drainage system was established. Where 
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the Roman landscape survived it was restored and rehabilitated. From the medieval period 

onwards a new network of drainage ditches was dug in this area until the present drainage pattern 

was established. The last major period of landscape creation dated to the mid-nineteenth century, 

when new fields in the Broadmead area of Redwick and Caldicot Moor were laid out.  

3.6.6 During this period settlements were concentrated on the higher coastal land and were surrounded 

by arable and meadow fields. Some fields created during this period were enclosed by ditches. 

Other medieval fields were open, with only slight grassy banks separating the strips of land. These 

strips were allocated to the villagers annually, but in the winter all their livestock was free to graze 

off the open fields, unimpeded by fences, hedges or ditches. In comparison the lower-lying back-

fen comprised open common pasture which lacked drainage. It was therefore only available for 

grazing during the summer months and these areas were known as the moors. Over time, as 

population increased, parts of the open back-fen commons were enclosed and drained. Tintern 

Abbey had been granted extensive estates in the area and was one of the great improvers of the 

agricultural landscape. One of granges has been designated a scheduled moated site to the east 

of Grangefield Farm (MM205); this is located c. 2.5 km south west of the Site.  

3.6.7 During the late medieval period, there was great social unrest as plague led to a population decline. 

A climatic deterioration resulted in coastal erosion. Around the fifteenth century, the sea wall had 

to be set back and this is an early example of managed retreat. Evidence for this can be seen all 

along the coast as the sea wall cuts diagonally across earlier fields. In places the lines of existing 

field ditches inland of the sea wall remains traceable into the modern intertidal zone. 

3.6.8 Much of the Gwent Levels were divided into fields by the early fourteenth century, but the last areas 

of common land were only enclosed, through Act of Parliament, in the mid-nineteenth century. In 

the preceding centuries many of the open fields had also been enclosed, although the largest, 

Redwick's Broadmead was only extinguished in 1850. Areas of saltmarsh that had built up around 

the mouths of the major tidal rivers were also reclaimed at this time. 

Characterisation Study 

3.6.9 The Gwent Levels Historic Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales characterisation 

study was undertaken on behalf of CADW: Welsh Historic Monuments and the Countryside Council 

for Wales by Dr Stephen Rippon in 1995. Having been reclaimed from the sea at various times, 

the present land surface is an example of a hand-crafted landscape which has been artificially 

created through the work of man. This has created distinctive patterns of settlement, enclosure and 

drainage systems. Due to this, the landscape was divided into 21 distinct character areas in the 

characterisation study (GGAT n.d).  

3.6.10 The Site is situated within Character Area 9 – Green Moor (Figure 5). This area dates to c. mid-
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sixteenth century, if not earlier, although the pattern of fields is typically post-medieval in character. 

It is characterised by uniformity, regular field patterns and boundaries, straight roads (grid-layout), 

drainage features (i.e. reens, ridgeing/surface drainage, grips and bridges) and a ‘strong wetland 

feel’ (GGAT n.d.). There are very few other landscape features and such one settlement comprising 

Barland’s Farm.  

3.6.11 The character area is bound to the north/north west by the Llanwern Steel Works and Gwent 

Europark. It also encompassed part of the railway line and agricultural landscape located beyond 

it to the north. The southern boundary is defined by Rush Wall (Character Area 8) and the character 

area of Blackwall lies to the east/south (Character Area 10). The condition of the landscape is 

mixed. North and east of Gwent Europark the field system survives with fragmentary hedges and 

this area has a strong wetland feel typical of low-lying back-fen areas. The area south of the Steel 

Works was used as an ash tip and south of the Magnor village is a nature reserve. It is concluded 

that the areas north and east of the Gwent Europark survive with high integrity, coherence and in 

good condition compared to the remainder of this character area.  

3.7 LANDMAP Historic Landscape Aspect 

3.7.1 The Site lies within LANDMAP Historic Landscape Aspect: MNMTHHL001 Caldicot Level which is 

described as a major component of the Gwent Levels coastal plain located on the north side of the 

Severn Estuary3. Its importance derives from this area being of reclaimed estuarine alluvium which 

is regarded as a cultural resource of significance. It is identified to be of: 

• high integrity - as a pattern of irregular, intermediate and planned landscape although some 

loss of integrity has occurred as a result of agricultural improvement and development; 

• high survival – despite loss of significant number of field boundaries and loss of droveways; 

• high condition; 

• outstanding rarity – through its buried archaeology and contribution to the Gwent Levels; and 

• outstanding archaeological potential – as available evidence suggests it has been utilised 

since at least the Mesolithic period and the area contains both buried and environmental 

deposits. 

3.7.2 This is discussed in further detail in the LVIA.  

 
3 A full detailed description of the area is available at: https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=9946. This should be 
read in conjunction with this section. 

https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=9946
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3.8 Summary of Previous Impacts 

3.8.1 The available evidence suggests that the field in which the Site is located has been subject to 

limited previous disturbance with any previous impact associated with agricultural activity.  

3.8.2 It is not yet understood whether the construction of the wind turbine to the south resulted in a level 

of disturbance/impact in the Site. Any impacts associated with the existing access to this wind 

turbine, through the field in which the Site is located, would be limited and localised.  

3.9 Potential Heritage Constraints and Significance 

3.9.1 The following section accords with Stage 1 of Setting of Historic Assets in Wales, identifying the 

historic assets that might be affected by the proposed wind turbine (Cadw 2017).  It also identifies 

the archaeological potential of the Site.  

Archaeology 

Designated  

3.9.2 No designed archaeological remains survive within the Site and the Site is not considered to directly 

(physically) impact on any designated archaeological remains. 

3.9.3 Whilst the Site would not indirectly (through change in setting) affect the majority of designated 

archaeological remains, this HEDBA concluded that the scheduled monument, Wilcrick Hill Camp 

(MM127) will require further assessment in Section 4 in order to understand how the Site 

contributes to its setting and whether the introduction of the proposed wind turbine would impact 

upon this.  

Archaeological Potential 

3.9.4 This HEDBA has concluded that the Site has the potential to comprise remains relating to an earlier 

prehistoric and Romano-British landscape sealed by later alluvium deposits. Due to the likely depth 

of the alluvium, as well as the waterlogged conditions of this area, this creates ideal conditions for 

the preservation of archaeological remains. The significance of these remains is discussed further 

in Section 4.  

Conservation Areas 

3.9.5 There are two Conservation Areas located within a 5 km distance from the Site. These comprise 

Magnor Conservation Area c. 1.2 km to the north east and Redwick Conservation Area c. 1.5 km 

to the south of the Site. These have been subject to further assessment in Section 4. 

 



Land at North Court Farm –  
Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment 

17 

 

Built Heritage 

3.9.6 Built heritage located within the two Conservation Areas outlined above will be assessed in 

conjunction with the designated area as it forms a key part of their setting and thus contributes to 

their heritage values.  

3.9.7 Located c. 1.6 km from the Site, the Grade II Listed Brick House (Cadw ref. 3060) will be subject 

to further assessment. 

Historic Landscapes 

3.9.8 The application area is also located within a Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales 

(Gwent Levels). This will therefore require further consideration and attention.  
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4. Statement of Significance 

4.1.1 The following section assesses the heritage significance of historic assets which have been 

identified as potentially sensitive towards change within the application area. In accordance with 

Stage 2 of Setting of Historic Assets in Wales, it defines the setting and significance of historic 

assets that were identified in Section 3 as potential receptors which might be affected by the 

proposed wind turbine (Cadw 2017).  It also discusses the significance of the potential buried 

archaeological resource in the Site.   

4.1.2 The assets are identified by their CADW Source ID numbers. Scheduled Monuments are also listed 

with their CADW Legacy ID.     

4.1.3 Designated historic assets identified for further assessment, excluding the Gwent Levels (Figure 

4), are depicted on Figure 7 and listed in Appendix 2.  

4.1.4 It is not the intention to repeat information provided in the conservation area appraisals. Whilst 

these documents have been reviewed for the purpose of this assessment, the following is a 

summary and therefore should be read in conjunction with that document. 

4.2 Archaeology 

Designated 

4.2.1 Wilcrick Hill Camp Scheduled Monument (MM127) comprises the remains of a hillfort which is 

suggested to be of Iron Age/roman origin (800 BC – AD 74). It is located on a steep-sided small 

hill entirely covered with woodland c. 1.3 km north of the Site. The enclosure is defined by a series 

of scarps and terraces around the summit and on the steep sides of the hill. On the southern side 

four scarps are discernible, although they are hardly steeper than the natural slope in places; where 

the scarps are clear they are measure to approximately 3m high. On the east side, the hill slopes 

less steeply and the scarps are fragmentary. Towards the northern end of this side an old hollow 

way slopes up the hill. It is c. 3.5m wide and 0.8m deep, and is overgrown. The northern side of 

the hill is steep and a scarp is visible approximately halfway up measuring to 3-4m high; this 

continues round to the western side (Cadw 20224). A possible entrance is located facing north 

east5. 

4.2.2 The scheduled monument is considered to be of high national heritage significance due to its 

historic and evidential values of its associated remains as an example of an Iron Age or later site. 

The monument is well preserved and derives significance from the evidential value embodied 

within the archaeological potential of both upstanding and buried remains which could enhance 

 
4 https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/sam/FullReport?lang=&id=2375  
5 https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/307946  

https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/sam/FullReport?lang=&id=2375
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/307946
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knowledge and reveal further information relating to later prehistoric defensive organisation, social 

structure and settlements. It forms as an important element within the wider prehistoric surrounding 

landscape including the nearby scheduled monument Deserted Medieval Village West of St Mary’s 

Church (MM202) located c.  100 m north of the hillfort and c. 1.6 km north of the Site. There is a 

strong probability of the presence of evidence relating to chronology, building techniques and 

functional detail. 

4.2.3 Hillforts are defensive sites and, as such, are most commonly located on hilltops, ridges, spurs and 

promontories (although some have been identified within lower lying positions), in order to gain 

wide ranging views across the wider landscape. Wilcrick Hill Camp occupies a hilltop location rising 

from c. 25 m above Ordnance Datum (aOD) at ground level to 69 m aOD within the interior. The 

siting of the hillfort within this elevated position, would have provided a strategic vantage point, 

allowing for the control of a trade-route, and passage through the landscape.  

4.2.4 The landscape setting of the scheduled monument has been subject to a number of later 

developments and consequently commercial and industrial development has encroached within 

the immediate environs of the hillfort to the south east. The hillfort is boarded on all sides by large 

fields and little lanes, beyond which is the M4 to the north and AB InBev UK Ltd to the south. 

Wirescapes and associated towers also cross the landscape surrounding the hillfort. Within the 

wider environs south of the railway is Gwent Europark, existing wind turbines and Llanwern Steel 

Works (Plate 2). Whilst these elements are not contemporary with the hillfort, they do not negatively 

impact on its prominence and reflect the ongoing historic development of the surrounding 

landscape. In views from the surrounding landscape, these elements do not significantly affect the 

ability to understand, experience and appreciate its significance.   

4.2.5 The hillfort is populated by mature vegetation and this restricts views from the scheduled monument 

out across the wider landscape as well as views towards it from the surrounding landscape which 

allow for an appreciation of the earthworks.  Despite this, through its position and scale, as well as 

the presence of mature dense woodland, the hillfort is a recognisable and identifiable feature in the 

landscape and can be seen from a variety of locations. This HEDBA has concluded that it is a focal 

point in the wider landscape.  

4.2.6 The Site forms part of the wider agricultural landscape surrounding the hillfort. The Site, in its 

current character and appearance, does not resemble that which was present during the Iron Age 

period. The existing appearance of the field within which the Site is located was established in the 

late twentieth century, with the removal of internal field boundaries to amalgamate smaller land 

parcels into the existing open area (Plate 3). Whilst the external field boundaries reflect the former 

field pattern, this HEDBA has concluded that the former character and appearance of the field in 

which the Site is located is best understood on cartographic sources.  
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Plate 2: View of Wilcrick Hill Camp from the Site 

 

Plate 3: View across the landscape south of the scheduled monument 

4.2.7 Although the archaeological potential of the Site has yet to be confirmed, should there be surviving 

archaeological remains of former prehistoric and roman landscapes in the Site this would contribute 

to the overall heritage significance by informing and developing understanding of the historic 

context of the scheduled monument and the Gwent Levels.  
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4.2.8 The Site is located c. 1.3 km south of the hillfort and is likely to be encompassed within landscape 

vistas from the scheduled monument, along with the great majority of the surrounding landscape 

for some considerable distance due to the elevation of the historic asset. Such views would also 

encompass those modern elements discussed above. Intervisibility from the Site towards the hillfort 

is also afforded due to the elevated position of the hillfort and the presence of mature vegetation 

on it resulting in it being a focal point in the landscape. These views emphasis the deliberate setting 

of the hillfort within the landscape and contribute to its sense of dominance. Due to the presence 

of vegetation on the hillfort the earthworks are not distinguishable or fully intelligible in such views. 

Views from the Site also encompass modern infrastructure within the landscape  

4.2.9 Overall the Site is considered, in its current character and appearance, to provide a neutral 

contribution to the setting and significance of Wilcrick Hill Camp. 

Archaeological Potential 

4.2.10 The Site lies within an Archaeologically Sensitive Area where there is the potential for potential 

prehistoric to medieval landscapes to be sealed by later alluvium deposits. Due to the depth of this 

alluvium, as well as resulting waterlogged conditions, there is potential of excellent preservation of 

any archaeological deposits that could be present.  

4.2.11 Any remains would contribute to our understanding of the historic landscape. Given the rarity and 

importance of this area as a cultural resource of significance, any archaeological remains and/or 

deposits within the Site would be of medium to high significance 

4.3 Conservation Areas 

Magor Conservation Area 

4.3.1 Magor Conservation Area is situated c. 1.2 km north east of the Site. The conservation area is 

centred on The Square, which forms the historic core, and extends to the north, east and south 

encompassing later expansion and development. The settlement in the conservation area is noted 

for its ‘historic village with fine urban grain’ with late twentieth century development juxtaposing 

with both the medieval and post-medieval historic built form (MCC 2016, p. 14). Both designated 

and non-designated built form contributes to the significance of this area and prevalent local and 

traditional materials in the core include rendered stone and nature slate with later 20th century 

development in brick and render with concrete roofs.  

4.3.2 Through the historic development growth of settlement in this area, this has resulted in the historic 

core becoming largely divorced from its landscape setting. As noted within the conservation area 

appraisal ‘the conservation area is no longer linked visually to its historic landscape setting in the 

Gwent Levels’ (MCC 2016, p. 49). The appraisal goes on to note that specifically the railway line 
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and 20th century housing ‘have removed any immediate connection’ (MCC 2016, p. 49). 

Consequently there is very limited views out of the conservation area which are considered to 

contribute to the designated area (Plate 4). Panorama views have been identified from very 

southern boundary along Whitewall although these are across Magnor Marsh Gwent Wildlife Trust.  

The Site is not encompassed in these views and any visibility is screened by distance from and 

intervening vegetation (Plate 5). 

 

Plate 4:View across the Magor Conservation Area from the south towards Wilcrick Hill Camp 

4.3.3 Whilst the Site forms part of the wider landscape to the south west of Magor Conservation Area, it 

is not considered to contribute (either high, medium, low or neutral) to the setting or significance of 

this area. It forms part of the Gwent Levels which has been visually and physically separated from 

this settlement area and this HEDBA has concluded any former relationship/association between 

the settlement and Gwent levels is now best understood on cartographic and documentary 

sources.  
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Plate 5: View towards the Site from the southern boundary of the conservation area 

Redwick Conservation Area  

4.3.4 Redwick Conservation Area is located 1.5 km to the south of the Site. The designated area is 

focused upon and encompasses the village. The village is centred on a crossroads/nodal point in 

the road network and is the largest nucleated village in the Gwent Levels. Redwick village has a 

strongly rural character which is distinguished by the numerous traditional orchards and open 

spaces within the settlement (NCC 2002). 

4.3.5 The conservation area is considered to be of high heritage significance due to it is historic, 

architectural and aesthetic interests which are derived from the history and development of 

settlement centred on the Grade I Listed Church of St Thomas (2940) (Plate 6). The conservation 

area appraisal notes that ‘there is a diverse range of architectural styles attractively dispersed 

among small orchards and open spaces, all set within a striking man-made landscape of drainage 

ditches and flat fields. The remaining working farms within and surrounding the village maintain a 

tangible sense of the agricultural origins of the settlement, as a working community’ (NCC 2022, p. 

4). 

4.3.6 Within the designated area there are a number of buildings identified to contribute to the overall 

character and appearance and significance. These comprise both designated (listed buildings) and 

non-designated (not on the statutory list) buildings and the character of Redwick is derived from 

the permeable form of the settlement, which allows the surrounding countryside to be felt 

throughout the village.  
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Plate 6: View of Church of St Thomas from the east 

4.3.7 The character of the roads in the conservation area channel and define views through and out of 

the designated area. The views demonstrate the planned nature of settlement centred on the 

Church of St Thomas whilst encompassing the visual interest created by the architecture, street 

furniture, boundary treatments and important open spaces in the conservation area. Important 

views have been identified within the Conservation Area Appraisal and these are considered to 

make a positive contribution to the area. The majority of views identified are ‘inward’ but outward 

view looks north east towards North Row, which is a key route into/from the conservation area. The 

long-range view across the Gwent Levels to the north east features agricultural fields bounded by 

hedgerows in the fore and midground, interspersed with electrical pylons, trees and wind turbines. 

The rear ground is dominated by the rising ground and hills to the north of the Gwent Levels.  Whilst 

the ground level of the Site is not visible in this view, due to the existing topography and foliage, 

the proposed wind turbine would (Plate 7).  

4.3.8 No views of the Church of St Thomas are afforded from the Site, and no reciprocal views feature 

the Site at ground level (Plate 8). It was not possible to access the church tower, but it is likely that 

the proposed wind turbine would feature in north easterly views from the top of the church tower, 

alongside the existing electrical infrastructure, wind turbines and transport infrastructure.  
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Plate 7: View north east from the conservation area, showing existing wind turbines 

 

Plate 8: View towards the Site from the churchyard of St Thomas 

4.3.9 As described within the appraisal, the setting of the conservation area is defined by open farmland 

situated within the Gwent Levels. As noted within the appraisal, the agricultural fields, patterns of 

land parcels, drainage reens and survival of original trackways, contribute to both the Gwent Levels 

and setting of the designated area. The contrast between surface relief, from open land to built 

form, provides an important contribution to both the setting and significance of this area. The 
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presence of traditional orchard enclosures on the edge of the village is also of significance although 

these are more limited in number now reflecting the gradual decline of the use of orchards from the 

Victorian period. 

4.3.10 The Site forms part of the surrounding Gwent Levels which characterises the wider landscape 

setting of Redwick Conservation Area. The Gwent Levels are identified by the conservation area 

appraisal to make a positive contribution to the setting of this conservation area. As not all elements 

of setting, or an area like the Gwent Levels, provide the same level of contribution, the contribution 

the Site has is discussed further below. 

4.3.11 Whilst the field in which the Site is located contributes to the Gwent Levels through its function as 

an open field and historical association/development, it cannot be experienced, understood or 

appreciated either from within the conservation area or in any approaches leading into/from the 

designated area. Its current character and appearance reflects late twentieth century activity and 

its former character and appearance is best understood from cartographic sources. Whilst any 

potential archaeological remains within the Site would contribute to the understanding of the Gwent 

Levels and the historic development of this landscape surrounding Redwick Conservation Area, 

the field within which the Site is located is considered to make a neutral contribution to the setting 

and thus significance of the Redwick Conservation Area.  

4.4 Built Heritage 

Brick House  

4.4.1 Brick House is Grade II Listed (3060) and located to the north of the historic core of Redwick (Plate 

9). It does not form part of the conservation area and is located c. 1.6 km south west of the Site.  

4.4.2 Brick House comprises a former farmhouse said to have been built in the late 18th century by 

William Phillips of Whitson Court. It has since been converted to use as a hotel. The three storey 

building is of brick with a hipped slate roof and projecting chimney breast. Attached to the west is 

a long single-storey farm outbuildings range made out of stone with a slate roof. 

4.4.3 This listed building is considered to be of high heritage significance through its historic and 

evidential interest inherent in its physical form. The interest relates to the architectural detail and 

form as an example of former farmhouse and now hotel, and although later alterations may have 

resulted in the loss of some historic fabric they contribute to our understanding of its continued use 

and historic development. The listed building also retains possible buried remains or historic fabric 

relating to settlement and occupation from the post-medieval period. 
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Plate 9: Brick House 

4.4.4 The setting of this listed building is defined by its immediate grounds (i.e. gardens and linear conifer 

tree range) and position on North Row. Although it has been subject to a change in use, the 

presence of both historic and modern agricultural buildings to the west and north west of the listed 

buildings, along with the surrounding open field landscape, contributes to the setting by illustrating 

the historic context in which the farmhouse operated.  

4.4.5 There is currently no known historical or functional relationship between the listed building and 

Site. Whilst the Site forms part of a wider agricultural landscape surrounding this building, it is not 

considered to meaningfully or positively contribute to its setting. During the site visit a level of 

intervisibility was noted between the Site and listed building, whilst it was not possible to access 

the building it is fair to assume the Site features in north easterly views from the upper floors of the 

building. Such views are likely to be seasonal and partial, screened by intervening conifer trees. 

Such views are also likely to encompass the presence of existing wind turbines in the landscape. 

Views from Site do not allow for the heritage values of the listed building to be fully understood, 

experienced and appreciated.  

4.4.6 Based on the comments above, the Site is considered to make a neutral contribution to setting and 

thus significance of Brick House.  
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5. Statement of Impact 

5.1 Introduction  

5.1.1 This section sets out a brief description of the proposed wind turbine scheme and provides an 

assessment of impact with regard to historic environment constraints.  

5.2 Wind Turbine Description 

5.2.1 The planning application is for the construction of a new single wind turbine. The turbine will 

comprise a 82 m hub, 68 m blade and potential tip height up to 150 m. The turbine will be a semi-

matt grey colour.  

5.2.2 The scheme will also include groundworks for the wind turbine foundations. Associated 

infrastructure will include a temporary crane hardstanding area for erecting cranes, on-site network 

of underground cables and an on-site small cabinet control house. This will comprise a single storey 

unit (4 m x 4 m x 3 m).  

5.2.3 Whilst the proposed turbine will utilise the existing access route off the A4810 and into the Site, it 

is understood that a level of works are likely to be required to established a direct route to the 

turbine from the existing access. This level of works would be limited and localised with the existing 

access track utilised. A small section of track will be constructed to the turbine foundation location. 

5.2.4 There are three phases: 

• Construction – c. 3-4 months with cranes present for 5-7 days (weather dependent); 

• Operation – 35 years; and 

• De-commissioning – c. 4-6 weeks with cranes present for 5-7 days (weather dependent).  

5.3 Summary of Impacts, Assessment of Effects and Mitigation Measures 

5.3.1 The following section accords with Stage 3 and 4 of Setting of Historic Assets in Wales, evaluating 

the potential impact of the proposed wind turbine and, where possible and appropriate, identifying 

mitigation measures (Cadw 2017). This is discussed both in relation to archaeology built heritage 

and the historic landscape.  

Archaeology 

Designated 

5.3.2 The proposed wind turbine would not impact upon Wilcrick Hill Camp (Scheduled Monument; 

MM127) directly and therefore there will be no change to those principal contributors to the 

scheduled monument’s heritage significance (historical and evidential values manifested within the 
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buried archaeological remains and surviving earthwork form of the monument).  

5.3.3 The proposed wind turbine would not affect the scheduled monument’s prominent position in the 

landscape or its association with the Deserted Medieval Village West of St Mary’s Church (MM202) 

which contribute to the intelligibility of the ancient landscape in which the hillfort was established.  

5.3.4 The Site does lie within the Gwent Levels which contributes to the setting of the hillfort. In its current 

character and appearance the Site makes a neutral contribution to this setting. Whilst the proposed 

wind turbine would result in a change in the field in which the Site is located, it would not harm the 

legibility of the wider Gwent Levels and the agricultural character and appearance of the landscape 

would continue to be understood, experienced and appreciated.  

5.3.5 The Site is encompassed within views from the hillfort along with the majority of the landscape for 

some considerable distance. The proposed wind turbine will be c. 130 m to the tip. The proposed 

wind turbine will therefore have a degree of visibility when viewed from the hillfort and introduce a 

change within the landscape. Despite this, this HEDBA has concluded that the change would not 

alter the scale of the hillfort’s surrounds and would not detrimentally harm to the ability to 

understand, experience and appreciate the setting of the hillfort.  The wind turbine would be 

developed within the existing network of fields and thus would not result in a fragmentation of field 

enclosures of introduce an intrusive landscape pattern. The overall agricultural grain of the 

landscape and agricultural context of the views of the hillfort would remain appreciable despite the 

appearance of the wind turbine. Furthermore, the wind turbine would be appreciable within a 

landscape which already contains wind turbines, modern infrastructure, road networks and the 

wirescape of high voltage pylons.  

5.3.6 Due to the elevated position of the hillfort it is also a focal point in the landscape and can be 

appreciated from a wide vista around it. The appearance of the wind turbine is not considered to 

detract from an appreciation of the earthworks or its elevated position in the landscape. This is due 

to the degree of separation between the scheduled monument and the Site and that the height of 

the wind turbine does not exceed that of the hillfort. Furthermore the wind turbine would be seen 

within a landscape which contains existing wind turbines and wirescapes of high voltage pylons. 

The proposed wind turbine will not therefore appear out of context or introduce a new element in 

this landscape.   

5.3.7 Taking the above into account, this HEDBA has concluded that the change posed to the wider 

setting, to an area which is considered to make a neutral contribution, would make a minor change 

to the setting of this historic asset which would result in a neutral effect. This is not considered to 

negatively harm the heritage significance of Wilcrick Hill Camp. The monumentality of the hillfort 

and its role as a landmark in the landscape would not be harmed or altered.  
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Archaeological Potential 

5.3.8 Any direct physical impact to archaeological remains within the Site, if/where present, would 

primarily result from groundworks associated with construction. On-site activities which are likely 

to affect the archaeological resource could comprise the following: 

• pre-construction impacts associated with site preparation works; 

• construction groundworks required for the foundations of the wind turbine; 

• stripping and excavations associated any storage system, substations and temporary 

compound (required during construction work); 

• excavation of any cabling trenches including the underground connection from site to point of 

connection; 

• stripping and excavations for access route. 

5.3.9 Localised excavations will be required for foundations of the storage system, substations and 

temporary compound, the installation of the cabling and access. Due to the nature of these, they 

will result in highly localised below ground impacts. 

5.3.10 The greatest impacts would be associated with the groundworks required for the foundations of the 

wind turbine, although these would be localised to the footprint of the wind turbine.  

5.3.11 This HEDBA recognises that any adverse impacts upon the archaeological resource would be 

permanent and irreversible in nature, although such impacts could be offset somewhat through an 

appropriate programme of archaeological mitigation. Archaeological mitigation does not offset the 

impacts on the archaeological resource entirely. 

5.3.12 This HEDBA has established that the Site has the high potential for remains relating to prehistoric 

to medieval landscapes to be sealed by later alluvium deposits. Whilst the wider archaeological 

resource of the Gwent Levels would be largely unaffected by the impacts which would be localised 

to those outlined above, the proposed wind turbine would impact upon archaeological remains 

if/where present which would be of medium to high heritage significance that contribute to a 

landscape of national importance.  

5.3.13 The proposed window turbine would therefore have a major impact upon the buried archaeological 

resource which would have an adverse effect. Whilst the impacts cannot be avoided entirely, they 

can be minimised through an appropriate programme of archaeological mitigation. The scope of 

any programme of archaeological works will need to be agreed with the Archaeological Officer to 

the Local Planning Authority. Any archaeological work would allow for the interest of any 

archaeological remains identified to be secured and preserved by record.  
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Built Heritage 

5.3.14 The proposed wind turbine would not impact upon the physical fabric or immediate setting of Brick 

House (Grade II Listed; 3060). The change posed to the wider landscape would not affect the ability 

to understand, experience and appreciate the heritage values of this listed building or its context.  

5.3.15 Whilst this HEDBA considers that the proposed wind turbine would be seasonally visible in views 

from the rear elevation of the listed building towards the Site, such views would be partial and 

seasonal. Given the distance between the listed building and the Site, any visibility of the proposed 

wind turbine would be more distance and encompass the wind turbine in the context of existing 

similar infrastructure. The appearance of the wind turbine in views from the rear elevation of the 

listed building is not considered to equate to harm to the heritage significance. The green aesthetic 

of the wider agricultural landscape would be retained.  

5.3.16 As the legibility of the wider landscape would remain appreciable, this HEDBA has concluded that 

the proposed wind turbine would result in a negligible change to the setting which would have a 

neutral effect. It would not result in harm to the heritage significance of Brick House due to change 

posed to the wider landscape encompassed in seasonal views.  

Conservation Areas 

5.3.17 Whilst the proposed wind turbine will pose a change in the Gwent Levels, this change will not 

directly impact on either Magnor or Redwick Conservation Areas or those historic buildings, 

designated and non-designated, located within it.  

5.3.18 Although this HEDBA recognises that the proposed wind turbine would introduce the presence of 

new infrastructure within the Site and consequently the Gwent Levels, this assessment has 

concluded that it would not adversely effect or harm these historic assets. 

5.3.19 As outlined in Section 4, the Gwent Levels has been disconnected from Magnor Conservation Area 

and no longer links visually to its historic landscape setting in the Gwent Levels. The proposed 

wind turbine would be located within an area, which does not contribute to the setting of the 

conservation area, and consequently would not affect the ability to understand, experience and 

appreciate any of the key contributors to the special character and appearance. The change posed 

to the Site would not affect the significance of the conservation area. This HEDBA has concluded 

that the impact would be negligible to no change on the setting of the Gwent Levels resulting in a 

neutral effect. These conclusions correlate with those in the LVIA.  

5.3.20 The Gwent Levels do form a key part of the setting of Redwick Conservation Area although this 

HEDBA has concluded that the field in which the Site is located provides a more neutral contribution 

as part of this landscape. Whilst the scheme would introduce new infrastructure into the Site, the 



Land at North Court Farm –  
Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment 

32 

 

function of the field in which the Site is located would retain its agricultural appearance and the Site 

would remain intelligible as an area of agricultural landscape and part of the Gwent Levels. Whilst 

the proposed wind turbine would result in a change, views from the Redwick Conservation Area 

are restricted and any views out across the setting of the designated area would be largely 

preserved. It is proposed that the wind turbine would be visible from the northern boundary of the 

conservation area, although views from this location already encompass an expanse of wirescape 

and previously approved wind turbines. Whilst the proposed scheme would introduce another wind 

turbine in these views, its presence is not considered to negatively impact upon or harm the ability 

to understand, experience and appreciate the Gwent Levels and thus the setting and significance 

of the conservation area. The legibility of the landscape in these views would remain readable.  

Within the conservation area appraisal there is also reference to maintaining and protecting the 

remaining high quality views of St Thomas’ Church (NCC 2002). The proposed wind turbine would 

not impact upon any views of the church from both its immediate vicinity and wider surrounding 

landscape and as such this would follow the proposed wind turbine guidelines of the conservation 

area appraisal. This HEDBA has concluded that the proposed wind turbine would result in a minor 

impact upon the setting of Redwick Conservation Area which would result in a neutral effect. These 

conclusions correlate with those in the LVIA. 

The Gwent Levels- ASIDOHL2 

5.3.21 An Assessment of the Significance of the Impact of Development on Historic Landscape areas on 

the Register (ASIDOHL2) was conducted in order to assess the direct and indirect impacts on the 

Registered Historic Landscape - The Gwent Levels. The assessment is presented in Appendix 3.  

5.3.22 The landscape in its current form is the product of centuries of continuous land reclamation and 

management. This human activity has produced a historic landscape with clearly defined and 

unusual characteristics. These are primarily defined by water management features; the reens, 

ridge and furrow and sea defences.  

5.3.23 The overall significance of impact of the proposed wind turbine on the Gwent Levels has been 

assessed as slight. The addition of one turbine would slightly add to the accumulation of modern 

intrusive elements including wirescape of high voltage pylons and other turbines in the area. There 

would be an immediate visual impact on the areas adjacent to the Site. This visual impact would 

be reduced with distance from the Site therefore resulting in a very slight impact upon areas of the 

landscape.  

5.3.24 The proposed wind turbine would have a slight visual impact upon the registered historic 

landscape, a slight direct physical impact on HLCA09 and no indirect physical impact.  

5.3.25 The potential indirect visual impacts would continue throughout the operational lifespan of the wind 
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turbine for which no mitigation is considered practical. However, these impacts would also be 

temporary and reversible upon decommissioning.  

5.4 Cumulative Effects for Designated Historic Assets 

5.4.1 As the proposed scheme would introduce a wind turbine within close proximity to an existing wind 

turbine, the cumulative effects of this on Wilcrick Hill Camp (Scheduled Monument; MM127), 

Magnor and Redwick Conservation Areas and Brick House (Grade II Listed; 3060) requires 

consideration.  

5.4.2 It is currently considered that change to views and to the setting of the designated historic assets 

discussed above would not result in any significant effect when considering the proposed wind 

turbine in combination with those existing. The presence of the wind turbines would not impede the 

ability to understand, experience and appreciate the heritage values of these historic assets or the 

key attributes of the setting which positively and meaningfully contribute. The LVIA states that ‘the 

proposed wind turbine, although apparent, particularly in close proximity, will contribute to a 

landscape and views influenced by wind turbines but will not create a ‘wind farm’ landscape’ 

(Amalgam Landscape 2023, p. 61). Therefore, no adverse cumulative effects are predicted as a 

result. 

5.4.3 Cumulative impacts and effects are also discussed in detail in the LVIA.  
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6. Conclusions 

6.1 Summary 

6.1.1 This HEDBA has utilised a range of sources, in line with industry guidance, to identify historic 

assets which could be affected by the erection of a single wind turbine, with associated 

infrastructure and access, on land at North Court Farm. Any effects upon the historic environment 

will be a material consideration in the determination of the planning application. 

Archaeological Potential  

6.1.2 The Site is located within an Archaeologically Sensitive Area with high potential for prehistoric to 

medieval remains. The presence of alluvium in this area provides suitable conditions for the 

preservation of archaeological and palaeoenvironmental remains which would be of medium to 

high heritage significance. 

6.1.3 Given that the proposed of the wind turbine, with associated infrastructure, will result in below 

ground impacts, a programme of archaeological work on the Site will be required. This programme 

will need to be discussed with the Archaeological Officer to the Local Planning Authority to ensure 

any remains identified are secured and preserved by record.  

Settings Assessment 

6.1.4 This HEDBA has considered the potential impact of the proposed wind turbine on both 

archaeology, built heritage and the historic landscape. The assessment was informed by a ZTV 

and site visit, the latter of which included an assessment of visibility.  

6.1.5 Four historic assets were identified for further assessment as the proposed wind turbine would 

result in a change in the wider landscape surrounding these assets. These included Wilcrick Hill 

Camp (Scheduled Monument; MM127), Magnor and Redwick Conservation Areas and Brick House 

(Grade II Listed; 3060).  

6.1.6 Due to the scale of the proposed wind turbine, this HEDBA identified that there was the potential 

for visibility from the designated historic assets. Despite this, the appearance of the wind turbine 

within such views does not equate to harm to the significance of these historic assets. Those key 

elements of heritage value will be retained and the overall legibility of the Gwent Levels, in which 

the Site is located, will continue to be understood, experienced and appreciated. No harm has 

therefore been identified. 

6.1.7 As the wind turbine would also be located within proximity to several other wind turbines in the 

landscape, the cumulative effects of these was considered as part of the HEDBA. The change to 
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views and to the setting of the designated historic assets discussed above would not result in any 

significant effect when considering the proposed wind turbine in combination with those existing. 

The presence of the wind turbines would not impede the ability to understand, experience and 

appreciate the heritage values of these historic assets or the key attributes of the setting which 

positively and meaningfully contributes. Therefore no cumulative effects are predicted as a result.  

ASIDOHL Assessment  

6.1.8 The Site lies within the Gwent Levels and as such this HEDBA incorporates an ASIDOHL 

assessment. It has concluded that the overall significance of impact of the proposed wind turbine 

on the Gwent Levels is slight. There would be an immediate visual impact on the areas adjacent 

to the Site, although this would be reduced with distance from the Site, with very slight impact upon 

areas of the landscape. 

6.1.9 The addition of one turbine would slightly add to the congestion of modern intrusive elements and 

the proposed wind turbine would have a slight visual impact upon the registered historic landscape, 

a slight direct physical impact on HLCA09 and no indirect physical impact. 

6.1.10 The potential indirect visual impacts would continue throughout the operational lifespan of the wind 

turbine for which no mitigation is considered practical. These impacts would also be temporary and 

reversible upon decommissioning. 
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Appendix 1: Regulatory and Policy Context 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

Scheduled Monuments are designated by the Welsh Ministers on the advice of Cadw as selective 
examples of nationally important archaeological remains. Under the terms of Part 1 Section 2 of the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 it is an offence to damage, disturb or alter 
a Scheduled Monument either above or below ground without first obtaining permission from the 
Welsh Ministers. This Act does not allow for the protection of the setting of Scheduled Monuments 
and was amended by the Historic Environment (Wales) Act, 2016 as described below 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

Works affecting Listed Buildings or structures and Conservation Areas are subject to additional 
planning controls administered by LPAs under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990.  In considering development which affects a Listed Building or its setting, the LPA 
shall have special regard to the desirability of preserving the building or its setting or any features of 
special architectural or historic interest which it possesses (Section 66). In considering Conservation 
Areas the planning authority has a general duty to give special attention to the desirability of 
preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area (Section 72). 

The statutory criteria for listing are the special architectural or historic interest of a building. Buildings 
on the list are graded to reflect their relative architectural and historic interest (DCMS, 2010a, para 
7, page 4): 

Grade I: Buildings of exceptional interest; 

Grade II*: Particularly important buildings of more than special interest; 

Grade II: Buildings of special interest which warrant every effort being made to preserve them. 

This Act has been amended by the Historic Environment (Wales) Act, 2016, discussed below. 

Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 

This Act requires public bodies to think about the long-term impact of their decisions and act in 
accordance with ‘sustainable development principle’. Establishing well-being goals, these include 
achieving ‘a Wales of vibrant culture and Welsh language’ which is described as a ‘society that 
promotes and protects culture, heritage and the Welsh language’. The Act states that a properly 
protected, conserved and enhanced historic environment can improve the quality of life and well-
being for everyone.  

Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

The Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 amended aspects of the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act (1979) and Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act (1990) 
strengthening the protection for Scheduled Monuments and Listed Buildings, streamlining the 
process. The Act is accompanied by new policy and guidance comprising the Technical Advice Note 
(TAN) specific to the Historic Environment (TAN24 see below) and changes to Planning Policy Wales 
(PPW) Chapter 6 – Conserving the Historic Environment (see below). 

Planning Policy Wales, Chapter 6, Historic Environment  

Edition 10 of Planning Policy Wales was published in December 2018 and this sets out the land use 
planning policies of the government. It is supplemented by the Technical Advice Notes (TANs) and 
Chapter 6 outlines the policy with respect to the historic environment. Key objectives include the 
preservation or enhancement of the historic environment and conservation areas, the protection of 
archaeological remains and safeguarding of historic buildings.  

Chapter 6 also contains guidance for local authorities when developing local plans and development 
control policies and outlines that the conservation of historic assets and their setting is a material 
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consideration in determination of a planning application. Any change that impacts upon a historic 
asset or its setting should be managed in a sensitive and sustainable way.  

With regard to archaeological remains, the guidance stresses the need for early consultation and 
where such remains are known or have the potential to existing, any planning application should be 
accompanied by sufficient information, either in desk-based assessment and/or field evaluation to 
afford a full understanding of impact and significance. Where development should impact upon 
nationally important remains, whether scheduled or not, there is a presumption in favour of 
preservation. With less significant archaeological remains planning authorities should weigh the 
relative importance of the remains and their settings against other factors including the need for the 
proposed wind turbine. Where it is not feasible to preserve remains, the developer must secure an 
appropriate and satisfactory provision for their recording and investigation. Should archaeological 
remains be discovered during the course of the development, a Written Scheme of Investigation 
should consider how to react, possibly in the form of a Watching Brief.  

There should be a presumption in favour of the preservation of listed buildings and their settings with 
special regard to the desirability of preserving any features or special architectural or historic interest 
which it possesses. Whilst the first option should be for the continuation or reinstatement of its 
original use, the need to be flexibility where new uses have to be considered is recognised in order 
to secure a building’s survival. Justification for alteration or demolition of a listed building should 
accompany all applications and a heritage impact statement provided. Conditions may be imposed 
prior to any work being undertaken.  

There should also be a presumption in favour for the preservation or enhancement of conservation 
areas and their settings, and positive management is necessary if their heritage values are to be 
fully realised. When considering an application, account should be taken of the wider effects and on 
the architectural, archaeological or historic interest of the conservation area as a whole. Proposals 
should be tested against conservation area appraisals, where available.  

With regard to historic parks and gardens and historic landscapes, planning authorities should 
protect, value, conserve and enhance those on the register. Such register should be taken into 
account in the planning process alongside other information like Green Infrastructure Assessments, 
historic and cultural assessments and other landscape character assessments. Any impacts will be 
a material consideration in planning. 

World Heritage Sites are a material consideration in the determination of any planning application 
and the impacts of proposals on such sites, their setting, the buffer zone and its setting (where it 
exists) should be considered.  

Advice on the use of Historic Environment Records (HER) should be sought during the planning 
making process as a key source of information on the historic environment. Where local planning 
authorities have identified historic assets of special local importance, any supporting supplementary 
planning guidance will be a material consideration in determining a planning application.  

Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable Management of 

the Historic Environment in Wales 

Published by Cadw in May 2011 this document provides the basic principles under which all 
subsequent guidance has development. It outlines six key principles: 

Historic assets will be managed to sustain their values; 

Understanding the significance of historic assets is vital; 

The historic environment is a shared resource; 

Everyone will be able to participate in sustaining the historic environment; 

Decisions about change must be reasonable, transparent and consistent; and 

Documenting and learning from decisions is essential.  
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Setting of Historic Assets in Wales 

Published by Cadw in 2017, this recommends a staged approach in assessing the impact of change 
comprising: 

Stage 1: Identify the historic assets that might be affected by a proposed change or development. 

Stage 2: Define and analyse the settings to understand how they contribute to the significance of the 
historic assets and, in particular, the ways in which the assets are understood, appreciated and 
experienced. 

Stage 3: Evaluate the potential impact of a proposed change or development on that significance. 

Stage 4: If necessary, consider options to mitigate or improve the potential impact of a proposed 
change or development on that significance, and monitor outcomes. 

Technical Advice Note 24 – The Historic Environment  

Technical Advice Note 24 (May 2017) provides guidance on how the historic environment should be 
considered in the planning process, particularly during the preparation of development plans and 
decision-making for listed building consent and planning applications which affect the historic 
environment. 

The TAN states that a heritage impact statement must form part of any listed building and 
conservation area consent, and where requested, scheduled monument consent. The heritage 
impact assessment should be proportionate to both the significance of the historic asset and to the 
degree of change proposed with sufficient information enabling both the significance and impact of 
change to be understood. It goes on to state that, in addition, a Design and Access Statement (DAS) 
may be required for certain planning applications.  

For any development within the setting of a historic asset, TAN outlines the following elements which 
must be considered: 

the significance of the asset and the contribution the setting makes to that significance; 

the prominence of the historic asset; 

the expected lifespan of the proposed wind turbine; 

the extent of tree cover and its likely longevity; and 

non-visual factors affecting the setting of the historic asset such as noise. 

Local Plan  

The Newport Local Development Plan 2011-2026 sets out the current planning policy of the Council 
including policies for protecting and enhancing the historic environment; the plan was adopted by in 
January 2015. The relevant heritage policies are outlined below:   

SP9 Conservation of the Natural, Historic and Built Environment 

The conservation, enhancement and management of recognised sites within the natural, historic and 
built environment will be sought in all proposals. 

Newport has a wide range of historically important buildings and sites. There are over 400 Listed 
Buildings, 15 Conservation Areas, 11 Historic Parks and Gardens, 67 Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments, 4 Archaeologically Sensitive Areas and over 50 square kilometres of landscape 
registered as being of Outstanding Historic Interest. These nationally and internationally recognised 
sites are complemented by a variety of locally important historic buildings and sites which this Plan 
seeks to protect. The protection, retention, safeguarding, conservation and enhancement of heritage 
assets will be sought, and where new development is proposed that affects the building or site or its 
setting, this should be of the highest quality (para 2.34) 
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Appendix 2: Gazetteers  

Table 3. Figure 2 Data Records 

GGATHER Name Type Easting Northing  

E003823 
Preliminary Fieldwork at site of Proposed Tesco 
Regional Dis 

Borehole Survey 340609 186343 

E003846 Land South of the Brewery, Magor, Gwent. DBA 341323 187273 

GGATE003205 Wind turbines at Tesco Gwent Euro Park DBA 340300 186300 

GGATE005367 Westway (Gwent Europark), Magor, Newport DBA 340200 186200 

E004456 
Lidl Building, Gwent Euorpark, Newport Stage 2a 
(FE) 

DBA 340369 186655 

E001482 Second Severn Crossing DBA 344289 187272 

E002212 Legend Court, Pencoed, Newport DBA DBA 341048 188673 

E002186 Legend Court, Newport DBA DBA 341048 188673 

E002958 
Gwent Europark, Llandevenny, review of 
archaeological strate 

DBA 340368 186614 

E004862 
Archaeologial Desktop Appraisal at Magor and 
Caldicot 

DBA 345350 187365 

E002401 
Newport Landscapes - Landscape Strategy 
DBA/SUR 

DBA 333426 186495 

E000433 Barland's Farm Magor DBA 340564 186350 

E006059 Tesco Distribution and Trunking Depots, Magor Evaluation 340569 186470 

E003819 Gwent Europark Stage 1b Evaluation 340508 186629 

E003818 Gwent Europark, Llandevenny  Stage 1a. Evaluation 340508 186629 

E005528 Land adjacent to Longlands Lane, Newport Evaluation 340810 185387 

GGATE000003 
Gwent Europark, Llandavenny Archaeological 
Evaluation Stage 2a 

Evaluation 340680 186710 

GGATE000110 Gwent Europark, Project Oyster Stage 2b Evaluation 340680 186710 

GGATE003854 
Land to the South of Brewery, Magor, Gwent. 
Archaeological Evaluation. 

Evaluation 341328 187267 

GGATE004459 
Wilkinson Site, Gwent Europark, Llandevenny, 
Newport - Stage 2 

Evaluation 340680 186710 

GGATE002569 Lidl building, Gwent Europark. Stage 2b EVAL Evaluation 340349 186586 

GGATE004456 Lidl Building, Gwent Europark Stage 2a EVAL Evaluation 340360 186670 

GGATE005876 
Gwent Europark northeast area, Llandavenny Stage 
2b 

Evaluation 340680 186710 

GGATE005877 Project Oyster Gwent Europark Stage 2a Evaluation 340680 186710 

GGATE000034 Westway, Gwent Europark  Excavation Excavation 340279 186256 

E000434 Barland's Farm Structure No 2, Full Excavation, 19 Excavation 340400 186499 

E000432 Barland's Farm Boat, Full Excavation, 1993 Nov & D Excavation 340400 186499 

GGATE000433 Barland's Farm, Magor 
Post-Excavation 
Assessment 

340400 186500 

GGATE003961 Sycamore Cottage, Llandevenny, Caldicot Watching Brief 341130 186800 

GGATE006390 Gwent Levels non-Reserve works, Newport Watching Brief 341926 186156 

GGATE005008 Westway (Gwent Europark), Magor, Newport Watching Brief 340200 186200 

GGATE005140 Whitehall Farm, Magor Watching Brief 341117 186973 

E003961 Sycamore Cottage, Llandevenny, Caldicot Watching Brief 341189 186909 

E006060 Tesco Distribution and Trunking Depots, Magor Watching Brief 340568 186469 

E005465 InBev Brewery, Magor Watching Brief 341337 187374 

E000033 
Westway, Gwent Europark Watching Brief and 
Excavat 

Watching brief, 
excavation 

340156 186194 
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E000032 Gwent Europark 
Full Programme of 
Works 

340508 186629 

GGATE006110 Quay Point, Magor Field Survey 341328 187267 

E005431 The Rural Settlement of Roman Britain Project 299796 183604 

E006100 GGAT150: Rapid Coastline Zone Assessment PROJECT 303141 185169 

E005464 InBev Brewery, Magor Topographic Survey 341337 187374 

Table 4. Figure 3 Data Records 

 ID ref. 
GGATHER 
RCAHMW 

Period Name Easting Northing  

1 GGAT09019g Prehistoric Peat Extraction Site, Llandavenny 340550 186985 

2 GGAT10888g Prehistoric Peat Deposit, Newport 340360 186670 

3 GGAT11548g Prehistoric Peat Extraction Pits Llandavenny Newport 340680 186710 

4 GGAT04703g Roman Barland's Farm Boat 340400 186500 

5 GGAT04704g Roman Barland's Farm Structure No 1 340400 186500 

6 GGAT04705g Roman Barland's Farm Structure No 2 340400 186500 

7 GGAT07553g Roman Stone Structures, Gwent Europark 340680 186740 

8 GGAT09172g Roman Brushwood Structure, Gwent Europark 340782 186848 

9 GGAT00449g Medieval Llandevenny Chapel 341000 186000 

10 GGAT08356g Medieval The Chapel, Llandevenny 341200 187000 

11 GGAT09026g Medieval Possible Slaughterhouse, Green Moor, Magor 340290 186260 

12 GGAT09027g Medieval Enclosure, Green Moor, Magor 340300 186250 

13 GGAT09028g Medieval Trackway, Green Moor, Magor 340290 186260 

14 GGAT02346g Post-medieval Upper Cottage 341140 187150 

15 GGAT05242g Post-medieval Petty Reen 341899 186369 

16 GGAT12082g Post-medieval Old Quarry, Magor With Undy 341714 187020 

17 418259 Post-medieval Sycamore Cottage, Llandevenny; Well Cottages 341190 186910 

18 270306 Post-medieval Pillbox, Llandevenny 341250 186850 

19 515469 
Twentieth 
century 

Hawker Hind Trainer L7238 341981 186294 

20 GGAT04905g 
Twentieth 
century 

Sycamore Farm 341230 186920 

21 GGAT08971g 
Twentieth 
century 

Barecroft Common Pill Box 341830 186740 

22 
GGAT08960g 
309437 

Unknown Pill Farm Enclosure 341430 185690 

23 417431 Unknown Magor Village 342000 186000 

- GGAT07556g - Peat Layers 340370 186620 

Table 5. Labelled Designated Historic Assets on Figure 7 

Cadw ref Name Designation Easting Northing  

- 
Magor Conservation Area encompassing one Grade 
I, one Grade II* and eight Grade II Listed Buildings 

Conservation Area 
and Listed Buildings 

342573 187059 

2940 
Redwick Conservation Area encompassing the 
Grade I Listed Church of St Thomas 

Conservation Area 
and Listed Buildings 

341315 184313 

2375 Wilcrick Hill Camp Scheduled Monument 341233 187548 

3060 Brick House 
Grade II Listed 
Building 

340984 184432 
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Appendix 3: Ordnance Survey Mapping 
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Appendix 4: ASIDOHL Assessment 2 

Contextual Information 

Information in regard to The Gwent Levels has already been described within the HEDBA in Section 3.7. 

Assessment of Direct Impacts (Stage 2)  

Assessment of Direct, Physical Impacts on Historic Landscape Character Area (HLCA) 09 

The wind turbine is located within HLCA 09: Green Moor.  

A summary of the absolute Impact of the proposed wind turbine upon HLCA09 and its score is provided in 

the table below. 

Appendix 4 Table 1: Absolute Impact upon the HLCA and Score 

Absolute Impact (Loss of Area) Magnitude and Score 

Size of HLCA: 475 ha  
Impact of Development on HLCA: 0.76 ha  
1.9% impact on the total HLCA  

Very Slight - 1 

A summary of the relative and landscape impacts along with their scores are provided in the table below.  

Appendix 4 Table 2: Relative and Landscape Impacts and Scores 

Element % Loss Category Magnitude Landscape Value  Landscape 
Value Effect 

Regular Field System (475 ha) 
0.76 ha, 1.9% 

 C 2 Very Slight- 
1 

Very Low - part of a 
regular field system of 
the character area 
(field shape not 
affected) 1 

Very Slightly 
Reduced - 1 

Overall Magnitude of Direct Physical Impacts  

The combined total for HCLA 08 has been calculated and is as follows: 

 (2+1+1+1) = 5  

This is then added to the score for the magnitude of absolute impact to HLCA, which is 1.  

5+1=6 

This gives a Slight overall Magnitude of direct physical impact on HLCA 09: Green Moor 

Assessment of Indirect Impacts (Stage 3) 

Indirect Physical Impacts  

An assessment of the indirect physical impacts of the Proposed wind turbine has not been carried out due 

to the nature of the proposed wind turbine there will be not be any indirect physical impacts.  
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Indirect (non-physical) visual impacts  

Key visual impacts are thought to occur from the following historic landscape character areas; HLCA05 

Redwick Village, HLCA06 Redwick/Magor/Undy, HLCA08 Northern Redwick and HLCA 09 Green Moor. 

Views from other character areas are considered to be highly screened and from a great distance; these 

are summarised below. 

HLCA 05 Redwick Village 

Redwick Conservation Area is considered to be of a Category B element of regional importance and is 

located in HLCA 05 Redwick Village. The wind turbine will be visible from the northern boundary of the 

conservation area. However, there is currently already a view including an expanse of wirescape as well 

as other previously approved wind turbines.  

It is considered that the main historic core is centred on the Grade I Listed Building St Thomas Church. 

There is a very heavily screened view from the northern edge of the graveyard through orchards and trees 

towards the potential turbine and there would be no perceivable affect on the setting of the church. As 

such, the visual impact is considered to be slight.  

Appendix 4 Table 3 Indirect (non-physical) Visual Impacts on HLCA 05 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 

Views to Redwick Conservation Area 
partially disrupted 

B 3 Slight 2 

St Thomas Church  A 4 Very Slight 2 

Development Form 3.5  

Development Appearance 3.5  

Average Score Indirect Visual Impacts 4.5 

Overall magnitude of Indirect impacts  Slight 6  (6.3) 

HLCA 06 Redwick/Magor/Undy 

Brick House: The Grade II Listed Building (ID 3060) would share some visibility with the proposed wind 

turbine. However, it will be mostly screened by a row of conifer trees.  

Scheduled Sea Wall: The eastern boundary of the HLCA is formed in part by the scheduled sea wall 

alongside Collister Pill Reen (MM226). However, the sight would have very limited visibility due to the 

surrounding build-up of the area.  

Appendix 4 Table 4: Indirect (non-physical) Visual Impacts on HLCA 06 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 

Views to Brick House  B 3 Slight 2 

Sea Wall A 4 Very Slight 1 

Development Form 3.5  

Development Appearance 3.5  

Average Score Indirect Visual Impacts 4.25 

Overall magnitude of Indirect impacts  Slight 6 (5.95) 
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HLCA 08 Northern Redwick  

The HLCA was probably enclosed and drained during the medieval period and is defined by uniform field 

boundaries. The landscape survives reasonably well but some parts are poorly preserved due to ploughing 

and hedgerow removal. It is therefore considered to be Category C element. The views are already 

impacted by the presence of the steel works, overhead pylons and existing turbines. Although the turbine 

would contribute to the existing impact, it is unlikely to significantly impact the understanding of the historic 

landscape element and is therefore considered to have a moderate visual impact.  

Appendix 4 Table 5 Indirect (non-physical) Visual Impacts on HLCA 08 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 

Views to towards/from HLCA  C 2 Moderate 3 

Development Form 2  

Development Appearance 2  

Average Score Indirect Visual Impacts 3 

Overall magnitude of Indirect impacts  Slight 4 (4.2) 

HLCA09 Green Moor 

The area has retained historic character defined by its regular field pattern and boundaries, extent ridge 

and furrow, surviving hedgerows and a number of major reens. The landscape is considered to be a 

Category C element of local importance. The general view is relatively screened by hedgerows and the 

tops of light industrial buildings as well as pylons. The addition of one turbine would slightly add to the 

congestion of modern intrusive elements.  

Appendix 4 Table 6 Indirect (non-physical) Visual Impacts on HLCA 09  

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 

Views to towards/from HLCA  C 2 Moderate 3 

Development Form 2  

Development Appearance 2  

Average Score Indirect Visual Impacts 3 

Overall magnitude of Indirect impacts  Slight 4 (4.2) 

Other 

Wilcrick Hill: Whilst outside of the HLCAs, this area of higher ground provides important views fundamental 

to the appreciation of the historic landscape to the south. It is therefore considered to be a Category B 

element of regional importance. The hill occupies a key vantage point overlooking much of the Gwent 

Levels to the south, as far as the Severn estuary. The relationship between the Gwent Levels and this 

high ground to the north has already been impacted by recent development with industrial buildings, pylons 

and wind turbines. 
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Summary 

Appendix 4 Table 6 Summary of Indirect (non-physical) Visual Impacts 

Visual Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 

View east from HLCA01 B 3 Very Slight 1 

View south east from HLCA02  C 2 Very Slight 1 

View east from HLCA03  B 3 Very Slight 1 

View from HLCA04 (Porton Cottage)  C 2 Very Slight 1 

Views to Redwick Conservation Area partially 
disrupted (HLCA05) 

B 3 Slight 2 

St Thomas Church  (HLCA05) A 4 Slight 2 

Views to Brick House  (HLCA06) B 3 Slight 2 

Sea Wall (HLCA06)  A 4 Very Slight 1 

View south west from HLCA07 C 2 Slight 2 

Views to towards/from HLCA08 C 2 Moderate 3 

Views to towards/from HLCA09  C 2 Moderate 3 

Views north-west from HLCA10 Magor Lower Grange B 3 Slight- 2 

Views from eastern  HLCA 11 Caldicot Moor C 2 Very Slight -1  

Wilcrick Hill B 3 Slight 2 

Development Form 2.7  

Development Appearance  2.7  

Calculation of the Overall Magnitude of Indirect Impacts 

The magnitude of impact of the development form is considered to be slight (Score 2). This is based on 

the magnitude of direct physical impact which the proposed wind turbine would have on the HLCAs (a very 

small area) and that the immediate setting has been largely impacted by the creation of other turbines and 

overhead power lines. The magnitude of the development appearance is considered to be moderate 

(Score 3). This is because whilst the turbine is tall and constantly moving they occupy only a small 

proportion of most views towards the Site.  

The average element sensitivity is 3 (2.7). The score reached by combining all the above category scores 

and dividing by the total number of elements (35/14=2.7). 

The average HCA score for indirect visual impacts is 4.3. (64.4/15) 

As there are no indirect physical impacts the total figure for overall magnitude of indirect impacts is 4.3, 

once this has been adjusted to a 1-28 scale the total figure is 6 (6.02) which represents a slight overall 

impact.   
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Evaluation of relative importance (Stage 4) 

Historic Landscape Character Area 01: Nash/Goldcliff coastal zone  

Area of relatively high coastal land, bounded by be Severn to the south. Characterised by a diverse 

landscape with abundant intertidal and buried archaeological remains, drainage features (reens, banks, 

grips, surface drainage, bridges) small irregularly shaped fields, sinuous lanes with roadside waste, 

dispersed settlement, and monastic associations.  

Appendix 4 Table 7 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA01 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE GWENT 
LEVELS   

RARITY     X 

this multi-period irregular reclaimed landscape is common 
within the RHL. It is typical of the higher coastal areas of the 
Levels 

REPRESENTATIVENESS  X    

The affected area (HLCA 01) contains most of the elements 
that Characterise the RHL 

DOCUMENTATION  X    

wide range of documentary material exists for this area, 
including a series of charters for Goldcliff Priory, and 13th 
century accounts of how the drainage system worked 

GROUP VALUE X     

The HLCA is characterised by small irregularly shaped 
fields, sinuous lanes with roadside waste, dispersed 
settlement and large commons. This wide range of well-
articulated landscape elements gives it a very high group 
value 

SURVIVAL  X    

Roughly 75% of landscape elements survive within the 
HLCA (Several areas have suffered damage from 
agricultural improvement) 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original elements which survive are in good or 
above average condition for their class. 

COHERENCE  X    

The landscape retains most of its historic themes (being 
predominantly a working agricultural landscape), however its 
original monastery function has ceased 

INTEGRITY   X   

Metalled roads and modern buildings have impacted the 
integrity of this HLCA 

POTENTIAL  X    
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well-preserved and varied landscape as well as a high 
amount of documentation for the area provides considerable 
scope for further study and landscape analysis 

AMENITY   X   

Reasonable public access and intact historic landscape 
provide some 
opportunities. 

ASSOCIATIONS  X    

Strong associations with the Priory on Goldcliff Point 

Score at this stage 73 

 (40/55)x100=72.72 

Appendix 4 Table 8 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 01 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTANCE IN THE NATIONAL 
CONTEXT   

RARITY  X    

This Multi-period, irregular, reclaimed landscape is 
common throughout the Levels, but not found outside of 
this area in the wider landscape. 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

The HLCA contains some of the elements that 
characterise the wider landscape 

DOCUMENTATION  X    

Good survival of documentary evidence 

GROUP VALUE X     

The HLCA contains multi-period diverse field systems 
and settlement activity 

SURVIVAL  X    

Roughly 75% of the landscape elements survive. 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original elements are in good condition 

COHERENCE  X    

Landscape retains most of its original function 

INTEGRITY     X 

The wider setting of the HLCA has been adversely 
impacted by modern development 

POTENTIAL  X    

well-preserved and varied landscape provides 
considerable scope for further study 

AMENITY   X   

Reasonable access and intact historic landscape provide 
some opportunities 

ASSOCIATIONS  X    

Strong associations with the Priory on Goldcliff Point 

Score at this stage 73 

 (40/55)x100=72.72 
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Historic Landscape Character Area 02: Christchurch/Nash/Whitson Back-Fen  

An area of higher coastal land. It has an irregular field pattern of small fields although some include regular 

areas. There are drainage features which include major medieval reens and a relict sea wall.  

Appendix 4 Table 9 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 02 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE 
GWENT LEVELS   

RARITY    X  

This predominantly post-medieval enclosed landscape 
is common within the RHL. 

REPRESENTATIVENESS  X    

The affected area (HLCA 02) contains most of the 
elements that characterise the RHL. 

DOCUMENTATION    X  

Rippon records that very little documentary evidence 
survives until the mid-seventeenth century when a 
modestly important source is available (a survey). 

GROUP VALUE   X   

Contains approximately three linked elements 

SURVIVAL   X   

Roughly 50% of the landscape elements survive within 
the HLCA 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original features are in good condition for 
their class  

COHERENCE    X  

Historic themes are present within the landscape (in the 
form of farming), but are weak due to the presence of 
the steelworks to the north, substation, pylons and 
modern farming. 

INTEGRITY    X  

Modern development within the HLCA means that 
elements are not readily visible and are difficult to 
understand. 

POTENTIAL    X  

Limited scope for further study 

AMENITY      

Little scope for development of the farmland as an 
amenity, in a largely industrial setting. 

ASSOCIATIONS      

No known associations  

Score at this stage 47 

 (26/55)x100=47.27 
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Appendix 4 Table 10 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA02 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTANCE IN THE NATIONAL 
CONTEXT   

RARITY  X    

This predominantly post-medieval enclosed landscape is 
common within the RHL, but uncommon in the wider 
landscape 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

The affected area contains some of the elements that 
characterise the wider landscape. 

DOCUMENTATION    X  

Rippon records that very little documentary evidence 
survives 

GROUP VALUE   X   

Contains approximately three linked elements 

SURVIVAL   X   

Roughly 50% of the landscape elements survive within 
the HLCA 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original features are in good condition for 
their class. 

COHERENCE    X  

Historic themes are present within the landscape (in the 
form of farming), but are weak due to the presence of the 
steelworks to the north, substation, pylons and modern  
farming. 

INTEGRITY    X  

The setting of the HLCA has been largely compromised, 
in particular by the large numbers of overhead power 
lines. 

POTENTIAL    X  

Limited scope for further study 

AMENITY     X 

Little scope for development of the farmland as an 
amenity, in a largely industrial setting. 

ASSOCIATIONS      

No known associations  

Score at this stage 49 

 (27/55)x100=49.09  

Historic Landscape Character Area 03 

This landscape was planned out during the high medieval period possibly by the monks at Goldcliff. It 

comprises drainage features (reens, banks, and ridging/surface drainage, include the medieval 

Monksditch), linear settlement on the former common, fen-banks, green lanes, long narrow fields and 

pollarded trees 
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Appendix 4 Table 11 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA03 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE 
GWENT LEVELS   

RARITY X     

This is a unique example within the RHL of a planned 
medieval landscape dating to the 12th/ 14th centuries 

REPRESENTATIVENESS    X  

The affected area (HLCA 03) contains some of the 
elements that characterise the RHL. 

DOCUMENTATION    X  

A scarcity of documentary evidence. 

GROUP VALUE  X    

Contains a number of linked elements (e.g. Monksditch, 
the former common, sequence of fen-banks, green 
lanes). 

SURVIVAL  X    

Roughly 60% of landscape elements survive (main loss 
is hedges and field boundaries) 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original elements are in good condition 

COHERENCE X     

The landscape retains most of its original function/ 
layout 

INTEGRITY  X    

Elements retain much of their original character 

POTENTIAL  X    

well-preserved medieval landscape may provide 
considerable scope for further study and landscape 
analysis 

AMENITY    X  

Little scope for development of the farmland as an 
amenity. 

ASSOCIATIONS    X  

Generally associated with English planted settlement/ 
reclamation from the 12th century. 

Score at this stage 69 

 (38/55)x100=69.09 
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Appendix 4 Table 12 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 03 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTANCE IN THE NATIONAL CONTEXT   

RARITY  X    

Well-preserved, reclaimed and planned medieval landscapes 
dating to the 12th/ 14th centuries are fairly uncommon in the 
wider landscape. 

REPRESENTATIVENESS    X  

The affected area contains some of the elements that 
characterise the wider landscape. 

DOCUMENTATION    X  

scarcity of documentary evidence. 

GROUP VALUE  X    

Contains a number of linked elements (e.g. Monksditch, the 
former common, sequence of fen-banks, green lanes). 

SURVIVAL  X    

Roughly 60% of landscape elements survive (main loss is 
hedges and field boundaries) 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original elements are in good condition 

COHERENCE X     

The landscape retains most of its original function/layout 
INTEGRITY  X    

Elements retain much of their original character, clearly 
identifiable within the wider landscape. 

POTENTIAL  X    

A well-preserved medieval landscape may provide 
considerable scope for further study and landscape analysis 

AMENITY    X  

Little scope for development of the farmland as an amenity. 

ASSOCIATIONS    X  

Generally associated with English planted settlement/ 
reclamation from the 12th century, typical of this part of 
southern Wales. 

Score at this stage 67 

 (37/55)x100 

Historic Landscape Character Area 04: Porton 

 This landscape appears to have been planned out in a single episode. It comprises drainage features 

(reens, surface drainage, grip system), seawall, rectangular fields in planned grid of roads, and network of 

green lanes and fishery features (important Putcher rank). 
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Appendix 4 Table 13 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 04 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE 
GWENT LEVELS   

RARITY  X    

It is unusual to find a medieval planned landscape 
so near to the coast 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

The affected area contains about half of the 
elements that characterise the RHL. 

DOCUMENTATION   X   

Some evidence that the land was owned by 
Goldcliff Priory and Tintern Abbey, although little 
documentation survives 

GROUP VALUE  X    

Contains a number of linked elements (a relatively 
intact field-boundary pattern, grip system and 
network of green lanes, all cut by the set-back sea 
wall). 

SURVIVAL   X   

Over 40% of elements survive (some of the field 
boundaries in the northern part have been lost). 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original elements are in good condition 

COHERENCE  X    

Landscape retains most of its original function/ 
layout 

INTEGRITY  X    

Elements retain much of their original character 

POTENTIAL  X    

A well-preserved medieval landscape may provide 
considerable scope for further study and landscape 
analysis. 

AMENITY   X   

Reasonable public access and intact historic 
landscape provide some opportunities. 

ASSOCIATIONS    X  

Land at Porton owned by Goldcliff Priory and 
Tintern Abbey, however little documentation of this 
survives. 

Score at this stage 69 

 (38/55)x100 
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Appendix 4 Table 14 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 04 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTACE IN THE NATIONAL 
CONTEXT   

RARITY  X    

This kind of medieval planned and reclaimed landscape 
is uncommon within the wider landscape 

REPRESENTATIVENESS    X  

The affected area contains about half of the elements 
that characterise the wider landscape. 

DOCUMENTATION   X   

Some evidence that the land was owned by Goldcliff 
Priory and Tintern Abbey, although little documentation 
survives. 

GROUP VALUE  X    

Contains a number of linked elements. 

SURVIVAL   X   

Over 40% of elements survive 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original elements are in good condition. 

COHERENCE X     

Landscape retains most of its original function/ layout 

INTEGRITY  X    

Elements retain much of their original character, and 
setting within the wider landscape 

POTENTIAL  X    

A well-preserved medieval landscape may provide 
considerable scope for further study and landscape 
analysis. 

AMENITY   X   

Reasonable public access and intact historic landscape 
provide some opportunities 

ASSOCIATIONS    X  

Land at Porton owned by Goldcliff Priory and Tintern 
Abbey, however little documentation of this survives 

Score at this stage 69 

 (38/55)x100 

Historic Landscape Character Area 05: Redwick Village  

Redwick Village is a nucleated village centred on cross-roads. It comprises the medieval grade I Listed St 

Thomas Church, traditional post-medieval buildings including working farms, earthworks, traditional 

orchards, road-side commons and drainage features such as reens and maintenance markers.  
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Appendix 4 Table 15 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 05 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) WHOLE OF HISTORIC LANDSCAPE AREA 
ON THE REGISTER  

RARITY  X    

Redwick is the best-preserved medieval nucleated 
village on the Levels, and remains generally in very 
good condition with few modern buildings 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

Contains about half the elements that characterise 

DOCUMENTATION X     

Very high documentation  

GROUP VALUE  X    

Comprises four or 5 linked elements or groups 
within the surviving medieval buildings and 
elements 

SURVIVAL  X    

Between 60%-79% of elements survive 

CONDITION X     

Most of the original elements survive in very good 
condition 

COHERENCE X     

Dominant historic theme present (medieval village) 

INTEGRITY  X    

Elements retain much of their original character 

POTENTIAL  X    

A well preserved medieval settlement with 
extensive documentary and archaeological 
resources 

AMENITY   X   

Good public access, parking and some facilities 

ASSOCIATIONS  X    

Generally associated within English planted 
settlement/reclamation from the 12th century but 
also a Conservation Area in its own right  
 

Score at this step  82 

 (45/55)x100 =81.81 
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Appendix 4 Table 16 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 05 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) VALUES WITHIN NATIONAL CONTEXT  

RARITY  X    

Redwick is the best-preserved medieval nucleated village on 
the Levels, and remains generally in very good condition with 
few modern buildings 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

Contains about half the elements that characterise 

DOCUMENTATION X     

Very high documentation 

GROUP VALUE  X    

Comprises four to 5 linked elements or groups within the 
surviving medieval buildings and elements 

SURVIVAL  X    

Between 60%-79% of elements survive 

CONDITION X     

Most of the original elements survive in very good condition 

COHERENCE X     

Landscape retains most of its original function/layout. Has 
several working farms and retains a high degree of its original 
function as a working agricultural village  

INTEGRITY  X    

Elements retain much of their original character within the 
wider landscape 

POTENTIAL  X    

A well preserved medieval settlement with extensive 
documentary and archaeological resources 

AMENITY  X    

Good public access, parking and some facilities acts as a 
good starting point for public appreciation of the wider 
landscape  

ASSOCIATIONS  X    

Generally associated within English planted 
settlement/reclamation from the 12th century  
 

Score for stage 82 

 (45/55)x100=81.81 

Historic Landscape Character Area 06: Redwick/Magor/Undy 

An Area of higher coastal land. It has an irregular field pattern of small fields although some include regular 

areas. There are drainage features which include major medieval reens and a relict sea wall.  
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Appendix 4 Table 17 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 06 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE 
GWENT LEVELS   

RARITY    X  

This multi-period irregular landscape is common 
within the RHL 
 

REPRESENTATIVENESS    X  

The affected areas contains one of the elements 
that characterise the RHL 

DOCUMENTATION   X   

The online HLCA description states that a range of 
good documentation exists for the area 

GROUP VALUE    X  

Contains two or three linked elements or groups 

SURVIVAL X     

This is a typical and mainly well-preserved example 
of "irregular landscape", with great diversity or 
elements. 

CONDITION  X    

Some areas have suffered from agricultural 
improvements, otherwise its condition is good 

COHERENCE  X    

The listed building and sea wall still survive (their 
dominant historic theme present) but the original 
function has ceased as the farm is now a B&B. 

INTEGRITY   X   

Brick House and sea wall retain some of its original 
character but the setting has been slightly 
compromised by modern developments (pylons) 

POTENTIAL   X   

Some scope for further study and landscape 
analysis 

AMENITY   X   

reasonable public access and intact historic 
landscapes provides some opportunities for public 
amenity 

ASSOCIATIONS      

No known associations   

Score at this stage 56 

 (28/50)x100= 56 
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Appendix 4 Table 18 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 06 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTACE IN THE NATIONAL 
CONTEXT   

RARITY   X   

Whilst several broadly similar elements within the 
RHL, part of the form of the medieval sea wall is rare 
in the wider landscape  

REPRESENTATIVENESS    X  

These area contain some of the elements that 
characterise the wider landscape  

DOCUMENTATION  X    

The online HLCA description states that a range of 
good documentation exists  

GROUP VALUE     X 

These are single elements 

SURVIVAL  X    

This is a typical and mainly well-preserved example of 
"irregular landscape” 

CONDITION  X    

Some  areas have suffered from agricultural 
improvements, otherwise its condition is good 

COHERENCE   X   

The listed building and sea wall still survive (their 
dominant historic theme present) but the original 
function has ceased as the farm is now a B&B.  

INTEGRITY  X    

General landscape character remains with few 
intrusive modern buildings 

POTENTIAL   X   

Some scope for further study and landscape analysis 
of reclaimed land  

AMENITY    X  

Mostly agricultural land with little scope for elements to 
be developed as a public educational and recreational 
amenity   

ASSOCIATIONS      

No known associations  

Score at this stage 60 

 (30/50)x100=60 

Historic Landscape Character Area 07: Redwick Broadmead  

The historic landscape comprises a regular field pattern of large rectangular fields, drainage features 

(reens, ridging/surface drainage, bridges, medieval drainage channels), a seawall and a single green lane 

(pollards) without waste. 
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Appendix 4 Table 19 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 07 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE 
GWENT LEVELS   

RARITY  X    

Only a few similar landscapes within the RHL 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

The affected area (HLCA 07) contains about half of 
the elements that characterise the RHL (reens, 
ridging/surface drainage, bridges, medieval 
drainage channels, seawall). 

DOCUMENTATION X     

HLCA description states that there is extensive 
documentary evidence available 

GROUP VALUE  X    

Contains five linked elements (fields, drainage 
features, bridges, seawall and one green lane). 

SURVIVAL  X    

Roughly 70% of the landscape elements survive 
within the HLCA 

CONDITION  X    

HLCA states that states that ‘Its condition is 
generally good. Hedge maintenance, however, is 
very diverse 

COHERENCE X     

is a very rare single period landscape which retains 
most of its original function, and as such it is one of 
the few landscapes for which an absolute date of 
origin can be attributed. 

INTEGRITY X     

Elements retain their original character (related to 
their 19th century origins). 

POTENTIAL   X   

Some potential for historic landscape study due to 
the rare nature of this single period landscape 
within the fens and the extensive amount of 
documentation available. 

AMENITY    X  

Little scope for development of farmland as an 
amenity 

ASSOCIATIONS     X 

The area was former common land for Redwick 
Village (HLCA 05) 

Score at this stage 72 

 (40/55)x100 
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Appendix 4 Table 20 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 07 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTANCE IN THE NATIONAL 
CONTEXT   

RARITY  X    

This form of reclaimed land is rare in the wider 
landscape. 

REPRESENTATIVENESS    X  

HLCA contains some of the elements that characterise 
the wider landscape. 

DOCUMENTATION X     

HLCA description stated that there is extensive 
documentary evidence available 

GROUP VALUE  X    

Contains five linked elements (fields, drainage 
features, bridges, seawall and one green lane). 

SURVIVAL  X    

Roughly 70% of the landscape elements survive within 
the HLCA 

CONDITION  X    

The HLCA description states that ‘Its condition is 
generally good. Hedge maintenance, however, is very 
diverse.’ 

COHERENCE X     

Landscape retains most of its original function 

INTEGRITY  X    

Elements retain their original character, but the wider 
setting has been compromised by modern 
development 

POTENTIAL   X   

Some potential for historic landscape study due to the 
rare nature of this single period landscape within the 
fens and the extensive amount of documentation 
available 

AMENITY    X  

Little scope for development of farmland as an 
amenity. 

ASSOCIATIONS      

No known associations  

Score at this stage 69 

 38/55 

Historic Landscape Character Area 08: Northern Redwick  

A slightly lower-lying area inland of the coastal part of Redwick. This area of landscape is characterised 

by its uniformity and limited range of landscape features. It contains earthworks, a monastic grange, 

monastic boundary, straight lanes without waste, sparse settlement at periphery and drainage features 
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comprising reens, ridging/surface drainage and a grip system.  

Appendix 4 Table 21 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 08 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

A) WHOLE OF HISTORIC CHARACTER AREA 

RARITY    X  

The proposed wind turbine is located within land 
commonplace throughout the HLC 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

The affected area contains about half of the 
elements that characterise the HLCA (drainage 
features (a reen) and regular field system) 

DOCUMENTATION    X  

Some of this land might have been owned by Tintern 
Abbey 

GROUP VALUE    X  

contains two linked elements (field system and 
reens)  

SURVIVAL  X    

more than 60% of the landscape elements survive  

CONDITION   X   

Most of the original elements are in moderate 
condition 

COHERENCE  X    

Most of the landscape retains its original function 

INTEGRITY   X   

Integrity has been reduced by the intensity of 
modern farming   

POTENTIAL    X  

agricultural land has limited potential for further study 

AMENITY    X  

little scope for elements to be developed as a public 
educational and recreational amenity 

ASSOCIATIONS    X  

land may have been owned by Tintern abbey 

Score at this stage 53 

 (29/55)x100=52.7 
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Appendix 4 Table 22 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 08 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE 
GWENT LEVELS   

RARITY    X  

The proposed wind turbine is located within land 
commonplace throughout the HLC 

REPRESENTATIVENESS    X  

The affected area contains some of the elements 
that characterise the RHL (drainage features (a reen) 
and regular field system) 

DOCUMENTATION    X  

Some of this land might have been owned by Tintern 
Abbey 

GROUP VALUE    X  

contains two linked elements (field system and 
reens)  

SURVIVAL  X    

more than 60% of the landscape elements survive  

CONDITION   X   

Most of the original elements are in moderate 
condition 

COHERENCE  X    

Most of the landscape retains its original function 

INTEGRITY   X   

Integrity has been reduced by the intensity of modern 
farming   

POTENTIAL    X  

agricultural land has limited potential for further study 

AMENITY    X  

little scope for elements to be developed as a public 
educational and recreational amenity 

ASSOCIATIONS    X  

land may have been owned by Tintern abbey 

Score at this stage 50 

 (28/55)x100= 0.50 
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Appendix 4 Table 23 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 08 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTANCE IN THE NATIONAL 
CONTEXT   

RARITY    X  

The proposed wind turbine is located within 
commonplace land 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

The affected area contains some of the elements 
that characterise the RHL (drainage features (a reen) 
and regular field system) 

DOCUMENTATION    X  

Some of this land might have been owned by Tintern 
Abbey 

GROUP VALUE    X  

contains two linked elements (field system and 
reens)  

SURVIVAL  X    

more than 60% of the landscape elements survive  

CONDITION   X   

Most of the original elements are in moderate 
condition 

COHERENCE  X    

Most of the landscape retains its original function 

INTEGRITY   X   

Integrity has been reduced by the intensity of 
modern farming   

POTENTIAL    X  

agricultural land has limited potential for further study 

AMENITY    X  

little scope for elements to be developed as a public 
educational and recreational amenity 

ASSOCIATIONS   X   

land may have been owned by Tintern abbey 

Score at this stage 55 

 (30/55)x100=54.5 

Historic Landscape Character Area 09: Green Moor  

It is a simple landscape in the back-fen of Redwick/Llandevenny/Magor. It is characterised by uniformity 

of a regular field pattern, straight roads (grid-layout) and has drainage features such as reens, 

ridging/surface drainage, grips and bridges.  
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Appendix 4 Table 24 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 09 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE 
GWENT LEVELS   

RARITY   X   

Though once a common type of field pattern, the 
distinctively homogeneous back-fen landscapes are 
now rare’. 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

about half of the elements that characterise the RHL. 

DOCUMENTATION    X  

Some of this land might have been owned by Tintern 
Abbey. 

GROUP VALUE    X  

Contains two linked elements (reens and field 
systems). 

SURVIVAL   X   

More than 40% of the field systems survive 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original features are in good condition for 
their class 

COHERENCE   X   

landscape retains only some of its original function. 

INTEGRITY   X   

The field systems retain some of its original 
character, but modern agricultural practice and 
development in the centre of the HLCA have 
impacted it. 

POTENTIAL    X  

The potential for further study in this isolated HLCA 
of post-medieval field systems is considered to be 
low. 

AMENITY     X 

Little scope for development of the farmland as an 
amenity, in a largely industrial setting 

ASSOCIATIONS    X  

Appears to have been owned by Tintern Abbey 

Score at this stage 51 

 (28/55)x100=50.9 
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Appendix 4 Table 25 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 09 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTACE IN THE NATIONAL 
CONTEXT   

RARITY  X    

This form of reclaimed landscape is rare in the wider 
landscape. 

REPRESENTATIVENESS   X   

The affected area contains some of the elements 
that characterise the wider landscape 

DOCUMENTATION    X  

Some of this land might have been owned by Tintern 
Abbey. 

GROUP VALUE    X  

Contains reens and field systems. 

SURVIVAL   X   

More than 40% of the field systems survive 

CONDITION  X    

Most of the original features are in good condition for 
their class 

COHERENCE    X  

Landscape retains only some of its original function. 

INTEGRITY    X  

The field systems retain some of its original 
character, but modern agricultural practice and 
development to the south have impacted it. It 
character is difficult to understand within the wider 
landscape 

POTENTIAL    X  

The potential for further study in this isolated HLCA 
of post-medieval field systems is considered to be 
low 

AMENITY     X 

Little scope for development of the farmland as an 
amenity, in a largely industrial setting. 

ASSOCIATIONS    X  

Appears to have been owned by Tintern Abbey 

Score at this stage 49 

 (27/55)x100 

Historic Landscape Character Area 10: Magor Lower Grange 

The landscape around Lower Grange in Magor dates primarily to the mid-thirteenth century when the 

monks of Tintern were given permission to enclose and drain it. It comprises drainage features which 

include major reens (no surviving ridging/surface drainage). The area has lanes with road-side waste and 

has a ribbon settlement. It has a regular rectilinear field pattern and has an important monastic association 

(monastic grange).  
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Appendix 4 Table 26 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 10 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE 
GWENT LEVELS   

RARITY X     

As a surviving, well-documented mid-13th century 
landscape, Magor Lower Grange HLCA is very rare 
within the RHL 

REPRESENTATIVENESS  X    

The affected area (HLCA 10) contains most of the 
elements that characterize the RHL 

DOCUMENTATION  X    

A well-documented site, known to have been 
associated with the monks of Tintern Abbey from 
the 13th century 

GROUP VALUE X     

distinct area of field systems focused around the 
Grange Buildings. It also forms part of the wider 
collection of land owned by the Cistercians, both 
within and beyond the RHL 

SURVIVAL   X   

about 40% of the landscape elements survive 
within the HLCA (no surviving ridge and furrow and 
most field boundaries and hedges have been 
removed 

CONDITION   X   

parts of Blackwell and Mill Reen are in good 
condition but apart from that the majority of original 
elements are in moderate condition (having been 
largely damaged by 
modern agricultural practice). 

COHERENCE   X   

Historic themes are present within the landscape 
(in the form of farming), but are weakened due to 
modern farming. 

INTEGRITY  X    

This HLCA has retained much of its original 
character, and has a high level of historic legibility 
despite the impacts of modern farming 

POTENTIAL X     

As a well-documented medieval Grange, with 
surviving physical fabric and intact historical 
setting, the potential for further study of this HLCA 
is very high, both in the context of 
the RHL and within national studies of Cistercian 
Monks 

AMENITY    X  
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Little scope for development of farmland as an 
amenity 

ASSOCIATIONS X     

Well-documented medieval Grange associated with 
Tintern Abbey from the 13th Century this HLCA has 
significant associations both locally in the context 
of Tintern Abbey and Nationally in the context of 
Cistercian Monks. 

Score at this stage 78 

 (43/55)x100 = 78.18  

Appendix 4 Table 27 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 10 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTANCE IN THE NATIONAL 
CONTEXT   

RARITY X     

As a surviving, well document mid-13th century 
landscape, the HLCA is very rare within the wider 
landscape 

REPRESENTATIVENESS    X  

Contains some elements that characterise the wider 
landscape 

DOCUMENTATION  X    

A well-documented site, known to have been 
associated with the monks of Tintern Abbey from the 
13th century 

GROUP VALUE X     

A distinct are of field systems focused around the 
Grange Buildings. It also forms part of the wider 
collection of land owned by the Cistercians, both within 
the wider landscape. 

SURVIVAL   X   

about 40% of the landscape elements survive within 
the HLCA (no surviving ridge and furrow and most 
field boundaries and hedges have been removed). 

CONDITION   X   

parts of Blackwell and Mill Reen are in good condition 
but apart from that the majority of original elements 
are in moderate condition (having been largely 
damaged by modern agricultural practice). 

COHERENCE   X   

Historic themes are present within the landscape (in 
the form of farming), but are weakened due to modern 
farming. 

INTEGRITY  X    

This HLCA represents a defined historic element 
within the historic landscape. It has retained much of 
its original character and extent, and has a high level 
of historic legibility 



Land at North Court Farm –  
Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment 

70 

 

POTENTIAL  X    

As a well-documented medieval Grange, with 
surviving physical fabric and intact historical setting, 
the potential for further study in a national context is 
high (Cistercian Monks). 

AMENITY    X  

Little scope for development of farmland as an 
amenity. 

ASSOCIATIONS X     

As a well-documented medieval Grange associated 
with well-documented associations with the monks of 
Tintern Abbey from the 13th Century, this HLCA has 
significant associations both locally in the context of 
the Tintern Abbey and nationally in the context of the 
Cistercian order. 

Score at this stage 72 

 (40/55)x100= 72.73 

Historic Landscape Character Area 11: Caldicot Moor  

The whole landscape was created in 1850 through the enclosure of the former common. The landscape 

is homogenous and contains drainage features (no grips), a seawall including the relict medieval seawall, 

regular field pattern of square to rectangular fields, grid of green lanes, no settlements and in-filled tidal 

creeks.  

Appendix 4 Table 28 Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the Part of HLCA 11 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

B) THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE 
GWENT LEVELS   

RARITY  X    

This HLCA One of only two surviving major nineteenth 
century parliamentary landscapes on the Levels. 

REPRESENTATIVENESS  X    

The affected area contains most of the elements that 
characterise the RHL 

DOCUMENTATION  X    

The HLCA description states that this HLCA is referred 
to in many medieval and later documents. 

GROUP VALUE   X   

The Proposed wind turbine area contains tree linked 
elements, a parish boundary, fields and drainage 
system 

SURVIVAL   X   

About 50% of elements survive (agricultural 
improvement has led to the loss of a significant 
number of hedges). 

CONDITION   X   
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Elements survive in moderate condition 

COHERENCE    X  

Some of the historic land use survives. 

INTEGRITY    X  

Modern development within and adjacent to the HLCA 
has adversely impacted the integrity of this area. 

POTENTIAL    X  

Limited scope for further study. 

AMENITY     X 

Little scope for development of the farmland as an 
amenity, in a largely compromised setting. 

ASSOCIATIONS     X 

No known associations  

Score at this stage 52 

 (29/55)x100 

Appendix 4 Table 29 Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context of HLCA 11 
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In relation to:  
 
CRITERION:  

C) RELATIVE IMPORTACE IN THE NATIONAL 
CONTEXT   

RARITY  X    

This HLCA One of only two surviving major 19th 
century parliamentary landscapes on the Levels, 
rare in the wider landscape 

REPRESENTATIVENESS    X  

Contains some elements that characterise the 
wider landscape 

DOCUMENTATION  X    

The HLCA description states that this HLCA is 
referred to in many medieval and later documents. 

GROUP VALUE   X   

tree linked elements, a parish boundary, fields and 
drainage system. 

SURVIVAL   X   

About 50% of elements survive 

CONDITION   X   

Elements survive in moderate condition 

COHERENCE   X   

Some of the historical land use survives 

INTEGRITY    X  

Modern development within and adjacent to the 
HLCA have adversely impacted the integrity of this 
area. 

POTENTIAL     X 

Limited scope for further study 

AMENITY     X 

Little scope for development of the farmland as an 
amenity, in a largely compromised setting. 
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ASSOCIATIONS     X 

No known associations 

Score at this stage 49 

 (27/55)x100 

Average overall values of areas affected  

Appendix 4 Table 30 ASIDOHL2 STAGE 4: Grade of Overall Value of Relative Importance of the 
HLCAs affected by the proposed wind turbine 

Historic Landscape Character Area  Scores Grading 

HLCA 01 73 High 

HLCA 02 48 Considerable 

HLCA 03 68 High 

HLCA 04 69 High 

HLCA 05 82 Very high 

HLCA 0 6 58 Considerable 

HLCA 07 70 High 

HLCA 08 53 Considerable 

HLCA 09 50 Considerable 

HLCA 10 75 High 

HLCA 11 50 Considerable 

GRADE OF OVERALL VALUE 63 High  

The average overall value is the average of identified values in the above tables. In this case the average 

value is 63 which in value grade term is high.  

Assessment of overall significance of impact (Stage 5) 

Appendix 4 Table 31 ASIDOHL2 Stage 5: Summary of Overall Significance of the Impact of 
Proposed 

Historic 
Landscape 
Character Area 

Value of HLCA 
(Stage 4) 

Impact of 
Development 
(Stages 2-3)   

Reduction of 
Value of the 
HLCA on the 
register  

Overall 
Significance  

01 Nash/Goldcliff 
7: High - Complex 
and well-preserved 
landscape 

1: Very Low – 
Marginal visual 
intrusion 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 
unchanged 

8 - Slight 

02 
Christchurch/Nash 
/Whitson Back-Fen 

5: Medium – 
Moderately well 
preserved post-
medieval 
landscape (large 
parts have been 
damaged and 
integrity damaged 
due to industrial 
setting) 

1: Very Low – 
Marginal visual 
intrusion 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 
unchanged 

7- Slight 

03 Whitson 

7: High – Well 
preserved 
medieval 
landscape 

1: Very Low – 
Marginal visual 
intrusion 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 
unchanged 

9- Slight 

04 Porton 
7: High – well 
preserved 

1: Very Low – 
Marginal visual 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 

9- Slight 



Land at North Court Farm –  
Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment 

73 

 

medieval 
landscape and 
settlement  

intrusion unchanged 

05 Redwick Village 

9: Very high – 
Unique medieval 
village and 
conservation area  

2: Low – Noticeable 
visual impact from 
some parts of this 
HLCA but hardly 
noticeable from the 
majority of it 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 
unchanged  

12- Moderate 

06 Redwick/ 
Magor/ Undy 

7: High – well 
preserved irregular 
landscape 

2: Low -  Noticeable 
visual impact from 
some parts of this 
HLCA but hardly 
noticeable from the 
majority of it 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 
unchanged 

10 - Moderate 

07 Redwick 
Broadmere 

7: High – Well 
preserved and 
documented 
landscape 

1: Very Low – 
Marginal visual 
intrusion 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 
unchanged 

9- Slight 

08 Northern 
Redwick  

6: Medium: 
important 
landscape in a 
moderate state of 
preservation  

2 - Noticeable visual 
impact from some 
parts of this HLCA 
but hardly 
noticeable from the 
majority of it 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 
unchanged 
 

8- Slight  

09 Green Moor 

5: Medium – 
surviving areas 
retain original 
character (large 
parts are destroyed 
and integrity 
damaged due to 
industrial setting) 

 
3: Low – slight land 
loss but hardly 
noticeable from the 
majority of the 
HLCA 

2: Slight 
reduction in the 
value of the 
HLCA 

11 – Moderate 
 

10 Magor Lower 
Grange 

7: high- important 
medieval 
landscape  

1: Very Low – 
Marginal visual 
intrusion 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 
unchanged 

9- Slight 

11 Caldicot Moor 

5: Medium- 
important but 
damaged 
landscape 

1: Very Low – 
Marginal visual 
intrusion 

1: Very Low – 
HLCA is largely 
unchanged 

7- Slight 

OVERALL 9 Slight (99/11) 

The overall significance of the impact has been graded as Slight. This is a reflection of the fact that while 

the immediate visual impact of the development may be significant, but it would have very limited direct 

physical impact and no indirect physical impact.  

Potential Mitigation 

Mitigation works for adverse direct and visual impacts of the proposed wind turbines have been undertaken 

throughout the turbine site selection/design process. 

The indirect visual impacts would continue throughout the operational lifespan of the wind turbine for which 
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no mitigation is considered practical. These impacts would also be temporary and reversible upon 

decommissioning.  

ASIDOHL2 Concluding Statement   

The landscape in its current form is the product through years of continuous land reclamation and 

management. This human activity has produced a historic landscape with clearly defined and unusual 

characteristics. These are primarily defined by water management features; the reens, ridge and furrow 

and sea defences.  

The overall significance of impact of the proposed wind turbine on the Gwent Levels has been assessed 

as slight. The addition of one turbine would slightly add to the congestion of modern intrusive elements 

and there would be an immediate visual impact on the areas adjacent to the Site. This would be reduced 

with distance from and there would be a very slight impact upon areas of the landscape.  

The proposed wind turbine would have a slight visual impact upon the registered historic landscape, a 

slight direct physical impact on HLCA09 and no indirect physical impact.  

The potential indirect visual impacts would continue throughout the operational lifespan of the wind turbine 

for which no mitigation is considered practical. These impacts would also be temporary and reversible 

upon decommissioning.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

www.ecusltd.co.uk 


	Appendix 3.pdf
	Maps
	1882 1:10,560
	1902 1:10,560
	1922 1:10,560
	1922 1:10,560
	1949 1:10,560
	1963 1:10,560
	1969 1:10,560
	1988 1:10,000
	2001 1:10,000
	2010 1:10,000
	2022 1:10,000
	EMS-819596_1053825_LS_1_1_largeScale.pdf
	Maps
	1882 1:2,500
	1901 1:2,500
	1921 1:2,500
	1968 1:2,500
	1968 1:2,500
	1974 1:2,500
	1985 1:2,500
	1985 1:2,500
	1994 1:2,500


	EMS-819596_1053825_LS_2_1_largeScale.pdf
	Maps
	1882 1:2,500
	1901 1:2,500
	1921 1:2,500
	1968 1:2,500
	1968 1:2,500
	1974 1:2,500
	1985 1:2,500
	1985 1:2,500
	1994 1:2,500


	EMS-819596_1053825_Landline_1_1_largeScale.pdf
	Maps
	2003 1:1,250


	EMS-819596_1053825_Landline_1_2_largeScale.pdf
	Maps
	2003 1:1,250


	EMS-819596_1053825_Landline_2_1_largeScale.pdf
	Maps
	2003 1:1,250


	EMS-819596_1053825_Landline_2_2_largeScale.pdf
	Maps
	2003 1:1,250


	EMS-819596_1053825_Landline_3_1_largeScale.pdf
	Maps
	2003 1:1,250


	EMS-819596_1053825_Landline_3_2_largeScale.pdf
	Maps
	2003 1:1,250





