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Application Number:  DM/2022/01406                           19th October 2022

Dear Sir/Madam,

Description Of 
Proposal:

Request for a formal screening opinion for the erection of 
one turbine, up to 150m to tip, on land at North Court Farm, 
Redwick, Caldicot, NP26 3DX.

Location: Proposed Wind Turbine
Land South East Of Tesco Distribution
Steelworks Access Road A4810
Magor
Monmouthshire

I refer to your correspondence dated 19.10.2022 and your supporting information also received 
on the same date requesting that the Local Planning Authority adopt a screening opinion 
under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment) 
(Wales) Regulations 2017 (hereafter referred to as ‘the Regulations’) for the above 
development. 

With regard to Schedule 2, section 3(i) of the above mentioned Regulations I consider that the 
proposal does comprise of development under this category.  The development must 
therefore be screened for Environmental Impact Assessment purposes.

In formulating this screening opinion I have had regard to the criteria set out in Schedule 3 of 
the Regulations together with advice set out in Welsh Officer Circular 11/99 - Environmental 
Impact Assessment. Having regard to the scale and nature of the development, the size of the 
site and the existing use of the site I consider that the proposal is likely to result in a significant 
adverse effect on the environment. 

I can confirm that an Environmental Statement will be required to support a planning 
application submitted for the proposal described above. This screening opinion was reached 
following consultation with various internal consultees. 

Monmouthshire County Council
County Hall
Rhadyr
Usk
NP15 1GA

Cyngor Sir Fynwy
Neuadd y Sir
Rhadyr
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NP15 1GA

Tel/Ffôn:01633 644880
E-Mail/Ebost: planning@monmouthshire.gov.uk
Web/Gwefan: www.monmouthshire.gov.uk



Future Wales 2040
PPW Edition 11
LDP S1 Strategic policy
LDP S13 Policy Landscape, Green Infrastructure and the Natural Environment.
LDP Policy GI1 Green Infrastructure
S13 Landscape, GI and the Natural Environment
MCC Green Infrastructure SPG 2015
LDP DES1 General Design Considerations
LDP Policy LC5 Protection and enhancement of Landscape Character 
TAN 12 Design
Wind Turbine Planning advice note 2015

The recent application DM/2022/01406 has been reviewed from a GI and landscape 
perspective and thesubmitted relevant documentation. Request for a formal screening opinion 
for the erection of one turbine, up to 150m to tip, on land at North Court Farm, Redwick, 
Caldicot, NP26 3DX.
Information reviewed
Application form
Location plans
Covering letter 
Summary:-
The application is for a formal EIA screening request in accordance with the Town and 
Country Planning(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017. 
EIA is a process for identifying the positive and negative environmental effects of proposed 
developments. It applies to projects which are likely to have significant effects on the 
environment because of their nature, size or location. 
The request to Monmouthshire council is for an opinion as to whether the LPA requires an EIA 
to inform and accompany an ES for a subsequent planning application. The regulations state 
that an EIA is required where any part of a schedule 2 development is to be carried out in a 
sensitive area. Sensitive landscape and visual receptors are not necessarily the same as 
‘sensitive areas’ as defined in the EIA regulations.
The proposal is for the erection of one turbine, up to 150m to tip, on land at North Court Farm, 
Redwick, Caldicot, NP26 3DX. A 3 bladed rotor with a hub height that has not been described 
in the application text but stated in cover letter 2.1 as exceeding the hub height threshold. The 
proposed turbine is considered to be a very arge individual turbine (Wind Turbine Planning 
advice note 2015) blade tip height 109m or greater. The site liesto the southwest of Magor 
within the Gwent levels SSSi and CADW registered Gwent Levels Landscape of 
Outstanding Historic Interest. Planning Policy Wales 11 sets out the general principles for the 
use of the Register in the planning process, stating that information on historic landscapes 
included in the Register should be taken into account by local planning authorities in preparing 
Local Development Plans, and in considering the implications of developments that are of 
such a scale that they would have more than local impact on an area on the Register. This 
supports the Welsh Governments specific objectives for the historic environment to seek to
“protect areas on the register of historic landscapes in Wales”
The description of development is within the development thresholds and criteria as described 
in the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 
2017 Part 2. Schedule 2 Reg 2 (1) 3. Energy industry: Column 1:- (i) Installations for the 
harnessing of wind power for energy production Column 2:-(ii) the hub height of any turbine or 
height of any other structure exceeds 15m.The hub height is indicated as exceeding that of 
15m. Schedule 3 selection criteria for screening schedule 2 development applies. The 
applicant has provided a response relating to the selection criteria however has not 
addressed elements of 2. Location of development namely (c) the absorption capacity of the 
natural environment, paying particular attention to (viii) landscape and sites of historical, 
cultural or archaeological significance. We would suggest that the applicant needs to consider 



and assess through an EIA whether the landscape of the Gwent levels Redwick and 
Llandevenny SSSi and CADW registered Gwent Levels Landscape of Outstanding Historic 
Interest has the capacity to absorb this development without significantly adversely 
impacting on its ecological, cultural, archaeological and landscape integrity and in light of and 
consideration ofthe cumulative impacts of existing and approved development in both 
Monmouthshire and nearby Newport City council administrative area. 
We would disagree with the applicant’s assessment and conclusion Characteristics of 
Development (i) the absorption capacity of the natural environment, that the impact on the 
CADW registered Gwent Levels Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest is comparable to 
that of the impact on the Caldicot Levels SLA from a landscape perspective. We would also 
disagree with Types and Characteristic of the Potential Impact (g) the cumulation of the impact 
with the impact of other existing and or approved development whereby the applicant
is implying that the proposed development is in a more industrial landscape with associated 
vertical elements which will reduce adverse visual impact however does not consider the 
cumulative impact on the integrity of an historic landscape and character of place.
The potential for a cumulative effect will depend on the proximity of other turbines and their 
height. The applicant has indicated that the turbine is proposed to be within close proximity to 
existing turbines and vertical structures and that this would therefore be acceptable within the 
context of visual impact within the historic landscape. It is agreed that an LVIA would be able 
to assess visual impact and cumulative visual impact however it would be for an EIA to assess 
the absorption capacity as well as consider cumulative development impacts on 
landscape and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological significance.

With regard to Landscape and GI, from a scoping perspective the EIA will be required to 
provide
• Full details of the proposed turbine, ancillary infrastructure, construction access and plans 
inclusive of decommissioning
•The impacts on the historic landscape should be assessed in cumulation with committed 
development within the area. 
• An outline of likely evolution of the environment without the implementation of the 
development should be provided (Schedule 4, paragraph 3)
•An LVIA would consist of a study area of a minimum of 15km and maybe asymmetrical in 
nature subject to relevant receptor locations. It will include ZTV, full CLVIA, cumulative 
wirelines and photomontages, take account of Landmap aspect areas, national trails and 
Seascape Assessment of Wales (2009) and any otherlocalised seascape assessments 
In compliance with the Town and Country planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Wales) regulations 2017 and in response to the EIA screening opinion application with 
reference to and in compliance with Regulation 6 
(1). The request is for an EIA screening opinion which relates to a Proposed Wind Turbine, 
Land South East Of Tesco Distribution, Steelworks Access Road A4810, Magor, 
Monmouthshire.
The applicant has provided the following information to support the screening opinion 
application:-
•Application cover letter EIA Screening request and response to schedule 2 criteria
•Location plans CE6327-IFP-SP-A / TLP-A and ZTV-A
It is in our opinion from a Landscape and GI perspective that should the application progress 
and to ensure that potential cumulative landscape and visual effects are fully and adequately 
assessed a full environmental impact assessment (EIA) will be required to inform and support 
a future application and any subsequent delivery, operation, management and decommission.

Biodiversity and Ecology

Location of development
The regulations state that an EIA is required where any part of a schedule 2 development is to 
be carried out in a sensitive location. Environmentally sensitive location as defined by the 
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 1999, include areas in and close to SSSI’s, SPA’s, SAC’s and Ramsar sites. 



The proposed development considered here will take place within a SSSI and lies 
approximately 2.9 km northwest of the Severn Estuary boundary. This stretch of the estuary is 
designated as an SPA, SAC and a Ramsar Site. It should be noted that the thresholds/criteria 
for schedule 2 development does not apply if the proposal is within an environmentally 
sensitive location. However, in response to the applicants screening request I have 
responded to this aspect below.

Characteristics of development 
Size & Cumulation: As far as I am aware the proposed turbine would be one of the largest of 
its kind in Monmouthshire to date and is therefore clearly of local significance. The closest 
other wind turbine is also 150m and located 240m south of this proposed site. On its own, I 
would agree with the applicants that it is no more than local significance but when considered 
in cumulation with the 3 already operational turbines within 1km the proposal begins to take on 
greater significance. Tan 8 makes it clear that WG would support the application of 
suitable criteria for separation distances of individual turbines outside of Strategic Search 
Areas (SSAs). 

Characteristics of the potential impact 
Potential impacts could occur in both the construction and operational phases. The following 
are examples but there are likely to be others:
Construction phases have the potential to result in accidental pollution incidents, destruction of 
rare plants and invertebrate assemblages and general disruption to the balance of the wetland 
and reen systems in this area that the SSSI is designated for. 
The area is of importance during the spring and autumn migration periods for waders moving 
up the west coast of Britain, as well as in winter for large numbers of waterbirds, especially 
swans, ducks and waders. The proposal could result in disruption to these species e.g. 
migratory routes or feeding areas. The SAC, SPA and Ramsar designations form the Severn 
Estuary European Marine Site, among the features the site has been designated for 
include overwintering bird assemblages of various species including Bewicks swans and 
European white-fronted geese, as well as a range of other wading and waterfowl species. A 
number of these species are potentially vulnerable to the impacts of developments of this 
type, specifically collision with wind turbines and loss of feeding sites, and evidence will need 
to be provided that features of the designations and likely functionally linked land will not be 
negatively impacted as a result of the proposals.

In Summary
▪ In isolation the proposal is of no more than local significance, however it will need to be 
assessed in combination with similar developments nearby. 
▪ It is located within an environmentally sensitive area.
▪ There is potential that the impacts of the proposal on multiple protected sites and species will 
be significantly adverse
▪ The application would benefit from an Environmental Statement to ensure all matters are 
appropriately considered in combination. Other nature conservation legislation relevant to this 
proposal Regardless of whether an Environmental Statement is deemed necessary or not, 
significant information will need to be submitted to inform this application. The LPA, as the 
competent authority, will need to conduct a Habitats Regulations Assessment in respect of the 
SPA, SAC and Ramsar site (Conservation of Species and Habitats Regulations 2010). The 
applicant will need to evidence how these sites have been considered throughout the 
application, if any impacts are likely and how they intend to avoid or compensate for any 
impacts. In respect of the SSSI, Natural Resources Wales (NRW) must be consulted on any 
operations that are likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiographical 
features by reason of which a site of special scientific interest is of special interest and their 
comments taken into consideration (Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981). 
As previously stated, I can comment on ecological issues only. If you are uncertain about the 
development’s likely effects on the designated sites identified above, then NRW should be 



consulted. I believe other non-statutory bodies may have relevant information and should also 
be consulted if in any doubt, for example the RSPB Cymru may have invaluable knowledge in 
this instance. It is possible that the potential impacts cannot be addressed through design and 
implementation measures due to their severity & scale.

The Highway Authority have been consulted on a screening opinion for the proposed erection 
of one wind turbine up to 150m. As part of a formal application the Highway Authority will 
require a detailed Transport Assessment together with a detailed Construction Traffic 
Management Plan which takes full account of construction/installation, future maintenance 
and future decommissioning of all apparatus

Should you wish to pursue this proposal, I would encourage you to submit a pre-application 
enquiry under our pre-application charging system which would provide you with detail of what 
information would be required within a planning application and provide you with advice on 
how the Local Planning Authority would view your proposals.

If you have any questions or queries regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact 
me on 01633 644811 or by email at kateyoung@monmouthshire.gov.uk

Yours faithfully,

Ms Kate Young 
Development Management Team


