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The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 

 
Regulation 8(1) – Requests for screening opinions of the planning authority 

 
South Lanarkshire Council – Screening Opinion  
 
Development description: Erection of 2 No. wind turbines at a maximum height 
of 149.9m  
 
Site location:  
Land 1.2km Southeast Of High Dykes Farm 
Muirkirk Road 
Strathaven 
South Lanarkshire 
 
Date request received: 31.05.2022 
 
Background  
Under The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017, certain development projects require the planning 
authority to consider whether a proposed project is likely to have a significant 
effect on the environment.  If the planning authority considers that it will have a 
significant effect, then it must ensure that the applicant carries out an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) that identifies, describes and assesses 
those affects.  
 
Under the terms of regulation 8(1) of the above mentioned Regulations, any 
person who is minded to carry out development may request the relevant 
planning authority to adopt a screening opinion as to whether the proposed 
development is, or is not an EIA development. 

Proposed development 
The proposals are for the erection of 2 wind turbines at a maximum height of 
149.9m and associated infrastructure including cabling, switchgear housing units 
and a temporary access track. 
 
Site description 
The application site is located on agricultural grazing land, immediately adjacent 
to the existing Kype Muir and extension Wind Farm.
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Schedule 2 development 
Development of a type listed in Schedule 2 requires EIA if it is likely to have 
significant effects on the environment by virtue of factors such as its size, nature 
or location. The development falls within the description of 3(j) Installations for 
the harnessing of wind power for energy production (wind farms), as defined in 
Schedule 2 of The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. Development that falls within a 
relevant description and exceeds any specified threshold requires to be screened 
to see if it will be likely to have significant effects on the environment, taking 
account of the selection criteria in Schedule 3 of the Regulations. In this instance, 
the specified thresholds are where the hub height of any turbine or height of any 
other structure exceeds 15 metres. The proposals comprise a scheme of 2 
turbines, all over 15m in height.  
 
 
Screening opinion 
Having regard to the characteristics of the development, its location and potential 
impact, and having assessed it against a screening opinion checklist, South 
Lanarkshire Council considers that the proposals do not constitute an EIA 
development. 
 
The reasons for adopting this opinion are as follows: 

• The development is not of a scale that has the potential to have a 
significant environmental impact on the local area. 

• The proposed development is not within an area designated for its 
environmental sensitivity 

• The proposals are not of a scale to have a wider significant 

environmental impact within the landscape 

 
 
Conclusion 
It is considered that the impact of the proposal does not have the potential for 
significant environmental impacts. It is therefore considered that the development 
does not constitute an EIA development. 
 
It should be noted however, that whilst not being considered to constitute EIA 
development, any subsequent planning application should still be accompanied 
by a full suite of environmental assessments and reports relating to, but not being 
limited to: 
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Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
Cumulative Impact 
Ecology 
Transport including abnormal load routes 
Residential Amenity including Noise and Shadow Flicker 
Hydrology/ Hydrogeology 
Ground Stability and geology including peatland 
Archaeology/ Cultural Heritage 
Existing Infrastructure, primarily in relation to Aviation interests 
 
 


